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| TRANSLATION

Atgal | ateitj

Tiesg sakant, mane pribloské jlsy el. laiSkas apie baime vél sugrjzti | mokykla. Juk Sitiek mety
dirbate mokytoju, manau, nauji mokslo metai negali ggsdinti lygiai taip stipriai kaip bunant mokiniu,
ar ne? Na, nesvarbu. AS esu labai patenkinta, kad papraséte manes savo idéjomis prisidéti prie jasy
organizuojamo linksmo projekto vyresniyjy klasiy mokiniams. Galiu papasakoti, kg praeity mety
pabaigoje as veikiau su savo klase. Mes kalbéjomés apie jvairiuose pasaulio kampeliuose
vykstancias baisias nelaimes, Stai, pavyzdziui, degancius miskus ir panasius dalykus. Buvau
girdeéjusi, kad Siuolaikiniai mokiniai yra vadinami "snaigiy" (nes jos geba uzgesinti ugnj) ar
"tOkstantmecio" karta, todel daviau jiems uzduotj pristatyti jauny Zzmoniy pavyzdziu, kurie ne tik
sugeba, bet ir iS tiesy keicia pasaulj (zinoma, tik | gergjg puse!).

Nesunku atspéti, kad pirma mintis, Sovusi daugeliui mokiniy | galva, buvo Greta Thunberg. (Mano
kompiuteris $j varda automatiskai iStaiso | "Didzioji Thunberg" (dél panasumo tarp anglisky zodziy
"Great" ir "Greta"), kuris tarytum asocijuojasi su dirbtiniu intelektu). Sunku patikéti, kaip niekam
nezinoma penkiolikameté per tokj trumpa laikg galéjo tapti klimato aktyvisty lydere.
Besiklausydama daugybés mokiniy pristatymy apie Sios merginos mokyklos streikg ir kaip tai
jkvepia juos imtis veiksmy kovojant su klimato krize, a$ ir pati pajauciu savyje degancig viltj dél
geresnés ateities. Gretos perduota zinuté, kad niekada negali biti per daug menkas kg nors keisti,
iS tiesy nepalieka abejingy. Panasiai skamba ir Afrikos patarlé: "Jei jautiesi esgs per mazas keisti
pasaulj, dar niekada nesi praleides nakties viename kambaryje su uodu."

Zinoma, jdomiy pristatymy buvo ir daugiau. Pavyzdziui, vienas mokinys kalbéjo apie Boyan'a
Slat'a, paauglj iS Nyderlandy, sukdrusj btdga iSvalyti plastika iS vandenyny. Ar batuméte pagalvoje,
kad jis Sig idéjg sugalvojo bidamas vos Sesiolikos, o sulaukes devyniolikos mety jkire kompanijg
"Vandenyny iSvalymas" (ang. "The Ocean Cleanup") ir net surado zmoniy, galinciy finansuoti sj
projekta ir prisidéti prie plastiko tar$os mazinimo. Siuo metu kompanija isbando valymo
mechanizma vadinamajame Ramiojo vandenyno Siuksliy sdkuryje (ang. "the Great Pacific garbage
patch") .

Kitas mokinys paruosé pristatyma apie tai, kaip rumuné Nadia Comaneci, kuri 1976 metais,
blGdama vos 14 mety amziaus, Olimpiniy zaidyniy istorijoje tapo pirmaja gimnaste, uz savo
pasirodyma surinkusia didziausig jmanoma tasky skaiciy, nutiesé kelig stulbinanciai Simone Biles
Olimpiniy zaidyniy rutinai. Taciau svarstau, ar tai tiesiogiai susije su ateities formavimu, ar yra
labiau "iSpustas" dalykas.
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RE: Back to the Future

Your e-mail about dreading going back to school really cracked me up. After all these years you've
been a teacher, surely you can’t still be dreading the start of the new school year as much as you
did when you were on the other side of the desk? Anyway, I'm flattered you asked to pick my brains
for ideas for a fun project to do with your senior students. Here’s one | did with my lot at the end of
last year. We were discussing all the terrible things happening everywhere and how everything is
on fire, etc. Seeing as the students’ generation is the so-called ‘snowflake’ or ‘millennial’
generation, and snowflakes have the power to put out fire, | asked them to give a presentation on
how young people can and do change the world (for the better, of course!).

As you might expect, Greta Thunberg was the first name on most lips. (My computer keeps
autocorrecting her name to ‘Great Thunberg’, which is a sure sign of artificial intelligence if you ask
me!) It’s hard to believe that a 15-year old could go from an unknown to a household name for
climate activism so quickly. It gave me such hope for the future to hear so many of the students
talking about her school strike and how it’s inspiring them to take action to combat the climate
crisis. Her message that you are never too small to make a difference seems to have really struck a
chord. It reminds me of that African proverb that says, ‘If you think you are too small to make a
difference, you have never spent the night in a room with a mosquito’.

There were some other interesting presentations as well. One student talked about Boyan Slat, the
Dutch teenager who designed a system to clean up ocean plastic. Did you know he was only 16
when he came up with that idea and just 19 when he founded ‘The Ocean Cleanup’ company and
got people to fund his campaign to try to turn the tide on plastic pollution? Apparently they’re
currently trialling a prototype in the Great Pacific garbage patch.

Another presentation talked about how back in 1976 the then 14-year old Romanian gymnast Nadia
Comaneci - the first gymnast in Olympic history to be awarded the perfect score of 10.0 points for
her performance - paved the way for today’s Simone Biles with her ground-breaking Olympic
routines. Though I'm not sure if that counts as literally shaping the future or was a bit of a stretch!
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