
 

 

Signe RATSO 

 
Nationality 

 
 Estonian 

Academic 
qualifications 

 
 1989 – 1993: University degree (summa cum laude) in international 

trade and economics – Tartu University, Tartu (Estonia) 
 1978 – 1983: University degree (summa cum laude) in English 

philology – Tartu University, Tartu (Estonia) 
 

Professional 
experience in the 

European 
Institutions 

 March 2018 to date: Deputy Director-General - Directorate-General 
"Research and Innovation" (RTD) 
 

 09/2022 – 02/2023: Acting Director-General - Directorate-
General "Research and Innovation" (RTD) 

 
 01/2012 – 02/2018: Director for Trade Strategy and Market Access  

Directorate-General TRADE 
 

 04/2011 – 12/2011:  Director for Market Access and Industry – 
Directorate-General TRADE 
 

 01/2007 – 03/2011: Director for WTO, OECD and Food-related Sectors – 
Directorate-General TRADE 
 

 01/2006 – 12/2006: Principal Adviser 
Directorate-General TRADE 
 

Professional 
experience before 

joining the European 
Institutions 

 01/2002 – 12/2005: Deputy Secretary-General of the EU and 
International Cooperation – Ministry of Economic Affairs and 
Communications of the Republic of Estonia 
 

 01/1996 – 12/2002:  Deputy Secretary-General for European Integration 
– Ministry of Economic Affairs of the Republic of Estonia 
 

 11/1994 – 12/1995: Deputy Secretary-General - Ministry of Economic 
Affairs of the Republic of Estonia 
 

 1993 – 1994: Head of Trade Policy Division - Ministry of Economic Affairs 
of the Republic of Estonia 
 

 1992 – 1993: Executive Officer of the Department of Foreign Trade – 
Ministry of Trade of the Republic of Estonia 
 

 1990 – 1992: Executive Officer - Estonian State Department of Foreign 
Economic Relations 
 

 1989 – 1990: Executive Officer – Ministry of Economics of Estonia 
 

 1987 – 1989: Senior Economist of the Department of Foreign 
Economic Relations – State Planning Committee, Estonia 
 

 1983 – 1987: Senior Economist – State Planning Institute of Estonia 
Language Skills  Estonian (mother tongue) 

 
 English, French, Finnish, Russian 
 Swedish, German 


