
 

 

Gert Jan KOOPMAN 

 
Nationality: 

 
Dutch 

Academic qualifications:  Cum Laude degrees in Economics and Classics (Latin and Greek), 
University of Amsterdam. 
 

Professional experience 
in the European 

Institutions: 

 Since 16/01/2023: Director-General - Directorate-General 
Neighbourhood and Enlargement Negotiations (NEAR) 
 

 08/2018 – 01/2023: Director-General, Directorate-General Budget (BUDG) 
 

 11/2010 - 07/2018: Deputy Director-General for State Aids, DG 
Competition (COMP) 
 

 05/2008 - 10/2010: Director for the Economic Service and Structural 
Reforms, and subsequently of the Directorate for Strategy and Policy Co-
ordination – Directorate-General Economic and Financial Affairs (ECFIN), 
Member of the Commission's Impact Assessment Board 
 

 11/2004 – 04/2008: Principal Advisor and Director for Industrial Policy 
and Economic Reforms, DG Enterprise and Industry, Member of the 
Commission's Impact Assessment Board. 
 

 05/2002 – 11/2004: Head of Cabinet to Vice President Neil Kinnock, 
responsible for Administrative Reform. 
 

 01/2000 – 04/2002: Deputy Head of Cabinet to Vice President Neil 
Kinnock, responsible for Administrative Reform. 
 

 01/1995 – 12/1999: Member of Cabinet to Commissioner Neil Kinnock, 
responsible for Transport. 
 

 05/1991 – 12/1994: Administrator in DG Economic and Financial Affairs 
(ECFIN), responsible for the evaluation of transport, energy and 
environment policies. 
 

Professional experience 
before joining the 

European Institutions: 

 05/1987: Member of the CPB Netherlands Bureau for Economic Policy 
Advice. 
 

 05/1986: Lecturer of Economics at the University of Utrecht. 
 

Language Skills:  Dutch (mother tongue) 
 

 English 
 French 

 

 


