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CZECHIA REVIEW
I. Justice System 
B. Quality of justice 
13.Training of justice professionals (including judges, prosecutors, lawyers, court staff)
The UN Committee on the Rights of Child recommended in its 2021 concluding observations that Czechia provide systematic training, and individual education plans, on children’s rights and child-friendly procedures for all professionals working with and for children, including, but not limited to, teachers, judges, prosecutors, lawyers and police officers. It also recommended that Czechia develop procedures and criteria on, and provide systematic training and guidance for all relevant professionals to assess and determine the best interests of the child in every area covered by the Convention on the Rights of the Child and to give the principle due weight as a primary consideration (CRC/C/CZE/CO/5-6, paras. 13,19).

C. Efficiency of the justice system 
Other – please specify 
Best interests of the child - While noting that the term “interests of the child” is in use, the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child reiterated in its 2021 concluding observations, with reference to its general comment No. 14 (2013) on the right of the child to have his or her best interests taken as a primary consideration, its recommendation that Czechia should integrate and consistently interpret and apply the right of the child to have his or her best interests taken as a primary consideration in all proceedings, decisions, policies, programmes and projects that are relevant to, and have an impact on, children (CRC/C/CZE/CO/5-6, para. 19).
Children in judicial proceedings - In its 2021 concluding observations, the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child invited Czechia to ensure the availability of avenues to seek justice for children who are victims of discrimination and organizations representing them, including by introducing the class action pleading as well as the the mandatory legal representation of children in judicial proceeding. It also called upon Czechia to ensure that children under 15 years of age, the minimum age of criminal responsibility, are not treated as offenders, benefit from high-quality, free and independent legal aid, access to their case files, evidence and the right to appeal and are never placed in closed institutions for young offenders (CRC/C/CZE/CO/5-6, paras. 18, 20, 48).
III. Media pluralism 
Other – please specify 
Protection of children from negative and harmful media - In its 2021 concluding observations, the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child recommended that Czechia strengthen its efforts to protect children from negative and harmful media and digital content and to decrease disinformation and fake news campaigns, including regarding coronavirus disease (COVID-19) vaccinations (CRC/C/CZE/CO/5-6, para. 29).
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IV. Other institutional issues related to checks and balances 
A. The process for preparing and enacting laws 
39. Framework, policy and use of impact assessments, stakeholders'/public consultations (particularly consultation of judiciary on judicial reforms), and transparency and quality of the legislative process 
In its 2021 concluding observations, the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child welcomed the fact that child rights impact assessments of legislation will become mandatory in 2022 (CRC/C/CZE/CO/5-6, para. 7). It recommended that Czechia encourage, promote and support the participation of children in school parliaments and the National Parliament of Children and Youth, giving particular attention to children in vulnerable situations, and ensure that children’s views expressed through those channels truly have an impact on political discussions and decisions affecting children (CRC/C/CZE/CO/5-6, para. 20).
B. Independent authorities 
43. Independence, capacity and powers of national human rights institutions (‘NHRIs’), of ombudsman institutions if different from NHRIs, of equality bodies if different from NHRIs and of supreme audit institutions
In its 2021 concluding observations, the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, while noting Czechia’s explanation that the Office of the Ombudsperson is involved in the protection of children’s rights, encouraged Czechia to continue its efforts to establish an independent ombudsperson for children, with the mandate to receive and investigate individual complaints with regard to violations of children’s rights (CRC/C/CZE/CO/5-6, para. 12).
D. The enabling framework for civil society 
46.	Rules and practices guaranteeing the effective operation of civil society organisations and rights defenders
In its 2021 concluding observations, the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child recommended that Czechia strengthen its cooperation with civil society and ensure that the system of allocating grants is transparent and accessible and covers more broadly all areas under the Convention on the Rights of the Child and systematically involve civil society and organizations working for and with children in developing, implementing, monitoring and evaluating policies, plans and programmes concerning children’s rights (CRC/C/CZE/CO/5-6, para 14).
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