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SWEDEN REVIEW
I. Justice System 
B. Quality of justice 
11. Accessibility of courts (e.g. court fees, legal aid, language) 
In its 2021 concluding observations, the UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination 
against Women recommended Sweden to adopt legislative and policy measures to ensure equal access to legal services to mothers of stateless children, to address intersecting forms of discrimination against women and girls with disabilities and to ensure their inclusion and access to all rights under the Convention on the elimination of all forms of discrimination against women, including by eliminating restrictions on their legal capacity and ensuring their access to justice (CEDAW/C/SWE/CO/10, paras 30, 42 (a)). 
12.Resources of the judiciary (human/financial/material[footnoteRef:1]) [1:  Material resources refer e.g. to court buildings and other facilities] 

In April 2021, the Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers in his report on “The coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic: impact and challenges for independent justice” noted that access to justice and due process cannot be protected if the courts are not given the guarantees, combined with adequate funding and resources, needed to meet the new challenges. In Sweden, the judicial system continued to rely on budgetary resources allocated prior to the pandemic, without any additional funds being approved (A/HRC/47/35, para. 57).
13.Training of justice professionals (including judges, prosecutors, lawyers, court staff)
In its 2021 concluding observations, the UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination 
against Women recommended to provide mandatory training for prosecutors, the police and other law enforcement officials and promote training for members of the judiciary on gender-based violence as grounds for international protection and on gender-sensitive investigation and interrogation procedures. It also recommended Sweden to promote capacity-building programmes for judges, prosecutors and lawyers on the Convention on the elimination of all forms of discrimination against women, the Optional Protocol thereto, the Committee’s general recommendations and its findings on individual communications and inquiry findings, to enable them to invoke those instruments  in the courts in Sweden and interpret domestic legislation accordingly and to sensitize  the judiciary on the harmful impact of violence in the domestic sphere on a child’s development (CEDAW/C/SWE/CO/10 paras. 12 (c), 24 (d)).
[bookmark: _GoBack]In its concluding observations in December 2021, the Committee against Torture regretted the lack of specific training provided to law enforcement officials, judges, prosecutors dealing with detained persons on how to detect and document physical and psychological sequelae of torture and ill-treatment. The Committee recommended that Sweden should: further develop mandatory training programmes to ensure that all public officials are well acquainted with the provisions of the Convention on against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment; ensure that all relevant staff are specifically trained to identify cases of torture and ill-treatment, in accordance with the Manual on the Effective Investigation and Documentation of Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (the Istanbul Protocol); and develop a methodology for assessing the effectiveness of training programmes in reducing the number of cases of torture and ill-treatment and in ensuring the identification, documentation and investigation of such acts, as well as the prosecution of those responsible (CAT/C/SWE/CO/8, paras. 39,40 (a), (b) and (c)).

C. Efficiency of the justice system 
Other – please specify 
Trafficking - In its 2021 concluding observations, the UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women was concerned about the low number of investigations and prosecutions of reported cases of trafficking, which may result partially from the fact that women who are victims of trafficking risk deportation if they are undocumented or in an irregular situation, discouraging them from reporting and seeking victim assistance services. The Committee urged Sweden to continue strengthening its efforts to combat trafficking, and prioritize the prevention of trafficking and retrafficking, protection of victims and prosecution of perpetrators by, inter alia, granting temporary resident permits to victims of trafficking irrespective of their willingness or ability to cooperate with the prosecution authorities and ensuring that immigration and deportation laws and policies do not deter migrants, refugees and asylum seekers from reporting crimes of trafficking or undermine efforts to prevent human trafficking, to identify or protect victims or to prosecute perpetrators (CEDAW/C/SWE/CO/10, paras. 25 (d) and 26 (d)).
IV. Other institutional issues related to checks and balances 
A. The process for preparing and enacting laws 
39. Framework, policy and use of impact assessments, stakeholders'/public consultations (particularly consultation of judiciary on judicial reforms), and transparency and quality of the legislative process 
In its 2021 concluding observations, the UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination 
against Women noted with concern the limited implementation of the principle of free, prior and informed consent and the lack of consultations and benefit-sharing with Sami women and girls in relation to development projects affecting their collective rights to land ownership and urged to adopt legislation requiring the free, prior and informed consent of and consultations and benefit-sharing with indigenous women and girls in relation to development projects affecting their traditional lands, in accordance with international standards, (CEDAW/C/SWE/CO/10, paras. 43 (b) and 44 (b)). 
B. Independent authorities 
43. Independence, capacity and powers of national human rights institutions (‘NHRIs’), of ombudsman institutions if different from NHRIs, of equality bodies if different from NHRIs and of supreme audit institutions
In its 2021 concluding observations, the UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination 
against Women welcomed the establishment of the Swedish Gender Equality Agency, commissioned to contribute to an effective implementation of the Swedish Gender Equality policy.  The Committee, however, noted with concern the insufficient human, technical and financial resources allocated to the Swedish Gender Equality Agency. The Committee recommended that Sweden strengthen the monitoring role of the Swedish Gender Equality Agency, including in the collection of data and conducting of qualitative research, and provide it with sufficient human, technical and financial resources to effectively carry out its mandate to promote and protect women’s rights. (CEDAW/C/SWE/CO/10, paras. 15, 16, 18). 
In December 2021, the Committee against Torture in its concluding observations welcomed the creation of a national human rights institution with a broad mandate to monitor and report on how human rights are respected and implemented in Sweden. It noted that in October 2016, the Government had presented a strategy for national efforts on human rights to the parliament of Sweden. It also noted that, in the strategy, the Government made the assessment that a national institution for human rights, in accordance with the principles relating to the status of national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights (the Paris Principles), should be established in Sweden and that the parliament should be the body responsible for such an institution. The Committee further noted that the parliament concluded that there were organizational and other reasons for not placing a Swedish institution for human rights under the parliament. The national human rights institution was therefore created under the Government through the law adopted in June 2021 and will begin operation in January 2022. The Committee welcomed the clarifications that the national human rights institution has been created by law, that it would have an independently appointed board and that it will initially be allocated SKr 50 million in the government budget in 2022. The Committee recommended that Sweden periodically review the relevant legislation governing the institution with a view to continuously strengthening the institution’s mandate and independence in order to ensure that it can operate effectively (CAT/C/SWE/CO/8, paras. 6 - 7).
While acknowledging that a special investigations department was established in 2015 as an independent body within the Police Authority, with the mandate to independently conduct investigative work and gather information in cases of allegations of ill-treatment and excessive use of force by police officials, the Committee was concerned about the perceived lack of independence of the department. The Committee took note of the explanations offered by Sweden regarding the safeguards in place to ensure the independence of the department, in particular that the department’s budget and caseload had increased annually since 2016 and that there were no plans to change the current structure of the department, which includes a staffing structure that is separate from the Police Authority. The Committee urged Sweden to continue to ensure prompt, impartial and effective investigation by the special investigations department into all allegations of ill-treatment and excessive use of force by law enforcement officials and to review possible changes that could be made to address any perceived lack of independence (CAT/C/SWE/CO/8, paras. 30 - 31).
D. The enabling framework for civil society 
45. Measures regarding the framework for civil society organisations (e.g. access to funding, registration rules, measures capable of affecting the public perception of civil society organisations, etc.) 
In its 2021 concluding observations, the UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination 
against Women recommended that Sweden increase the number of accessible shelters and safe houses, in both urban and rural areas, and of counselling and rehabilitation services across Sweden and allocate adequate funding to civil society organizations that provide shelters and support services for victims of trafficking and exploitation of prostitution, CEDAW/C/SWE/CO/10, para. 26).
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