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CYPRUS REVIEW
I. Justice System 
Other – please specify 
Reprisals - In September 2021, the Rapporteur on reprisals under article 22 of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment entered in a dialogue with the Republic of Cyprus about the alleged ill-treatment of Mr Aleksei Demin in the Nicosia Central Prisons. According to the letter, Mr Demin had submitted a complaint to the Republic of Cyprus claiming that his extradition to the Russian Federation would violate his rights under article 3 of the Convention. He was subject to constant psychological and physical pressure by other detainees, which was ordered, instigated and encouraged by the prison administration, as well as repeated demands from several detainees and the head of prison Block No. 5 to withdraw his complaints to the Prison Board and the Committee. He was also pressured into withdrawing his complaint about the conditions of detention to the Director of the Nicosia Central Prisons and the Prisons Board, and two other detainees were threatened with reprisals by the head of prison Block No. 5. The Rapporteur  urgently requested information about measures taken to ensure that Mr. Demin was not subjected to any reprisals as a result of his complaint to the Committee (G/SO 229/31 CYP (1), available at https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/TreatyBodyExternal/TBSearch.aspx?Lang=en&TreatyID=1&DocTypeID=130).
Access to asylum - In her report on the question of human rights in Cyprus issued in February 2021, the High Commissioner for Human Rights noted that following the emergence of COVID-19, the Republic of Cyprus suspended access to asylum procedures from March to July 2020, and suspended access to the territory from March 2020 onward, resulting in denials of the right to seek asylum. A number of asylum seekers were stranded in the buffer zone, at times for weeks (A/HRC/46/23, para. 40 - 41). 
In July 2021, five UN Special Procedures entered into a dialogue with the Republic of Cyprus raising concerns regarding allegations of pushbacks of migrants arriving from Turkey and Lebanon carried out at sea by the Cyprus Marine and Port Police and the alleged use of unreasonable force in these incidences. The authorities allegedly ignored migrants’ expressed requests for asylum, and did not allow them to apply for protection under international human rights and refugee law. (AL CYP 2/2021, further details: https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/Tmsearch/TMDocuments). 
In his report of May 2021 on means to address the human rights impact of pushbacks of migrants on land and at sea, the UN Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants noted reports of pushbacks of migrants and refugees to Lebanon and Turkey, without an individualized assessment of their protection needs or of the risks to them upon return (A/HRC/47/30, para. 59).
In his report on the UN operation in Cyprus, the UN Secretary-General noted pushbacks at sea and at official crossing points by the Republic of Cyprus, likely contributing to an increase in irregular crossings through the buffer zone. Pushbacks at sea increased during the reporting period, resulting in eight confirmed cases of collective refoulement and one person missing at sea. Three Cameroonian asylum seekers were repeatedly refused access to asylum procedures by the Cyprus Police at the Ledra Street checkpoint, and one of them was admitted to the hospital on an emergency basis but denied access to asylum procedures and pushed back to the buffer zone upon discharge from the hospital. The Secretary-General expressed serious concern about the issue of access to asylum procedures in accordance with international law, and recalled the critical importance of full adherence to international legal norms in the handling of asylum seekers and refugees (S/2021/1110, paras. 41, 71).
II. Anti-corruption framework 
B. Prevention 
24. Measures in place to ensure whistleblower protection and encourage reporting of corruption 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In October 2021, four UN Special Procedures entered into a dialogue about concerns regarding the reported use of Pegasus spyware developed by NGO Group Technologies to surveil, intimidate and harass journalists, human rights defenders and political leaders in various countries, and information indicating that NSO Group is domiciled in and/or has operations under the jurisdiction of the Republic of Cyprus. The Special Procedures recalled that concerns had previously been raised with the NSO Group regarding its human rights and whistleblower policies, and the use of the Pegasus spyware (AL CYP 3/2021, available at https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/Tmsearch/TMDocuments). 
Other – please specify 
IV. Other institutional issues related to checks and balances 
A. The process for preparing and enacting laws 
42. COVID-19: provide update on significant developments with regard to emergency regimes in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic 
- judicial review (including constitutional review) of emergency regimes and measures in the context of COVID-19 pandemic 
- oversight by Parliament of emergency regimes and measures in the context of COVID-19 pandemic 
- measures taken to ensure the continued activity of Parliament (including possible best practices) 
In her report on the question of human rights in Cyprus issued in February 2021, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights noted that the COVID-19 pandemic exacerbated the challenges for the implementation of international human rights standards in Cyprus. She highlighted that freedom of movement was restricted by closing the crossing points from February 2021 onward on the island, with the Security Council expressing concern about the uncoordinated decisions to close the crossing points in response to COVID-19 (A/HRC/46/23, para. 20). 
D. The enabling framework for civil society 
45. Measures regarding the framework for civil society organisations (e.g. access to funding, registration rules, measures capable of affecting the public perception of civil society organisations, etc.) 
In March 2021, five UN Special Procedures entered in a dialogue with the Republic of Cyprus about the deteriorating environment for civil society organizations in the context of the amendment made in 2020 to the Law on Associations and Foundations and Other Related Issues, and the alleged deregistration of KISA from the Register of Associations and Foundations. The 2020 amendment established a new deadline of two months for the submission of administrative data by registered associations, failure by which a dissolution process would start for an NGO. On 27 August 2020, the Ministry of Interior announced the start of the process of dissolution of a list of 2,827 associations. KISA sent a number of letters and appeals requesting not to be dissolved, which were rejected. At the time of the Special Procedures communication, the matter was pending with the Administrative Court. The Special Procedures also noted that since December 2019, KISA and other NGOs working in the field of human rights, and specifically on the topic of migration and asylum seekers, had been victims of comments made by the Ministry of Interior that could be considered defamatory, and that KISA appeared to have been targeted for its work providing support to migrants and combatting racial discrimination and xenophobia (AL CYP 1/2021, available at https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/Tmsearch/TMDocuments).
In October 2021, four UN Special Procedures entered into a dialogue with the Republic of Cyprus about the reported use of Pegasus spyware developed by NGO Group Technologies, and information indicating that NSO Group is domiciled in and/or has operations under the jurisdiction of the Republic of Cyprus. The Special Procedures raised concerns that surveillance operations reportedly used technology to surveil hundreds of journalists, human rights defenders and political leaders, whose role is critical in a democratic society, and that the Pegasus spyware may have been planted onto their devices with the goal of monitoring, intimidating and possibly silencing them (AL CYP 3/2021, available at https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/Tmsearch/TMDocuments).  
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