TARGETED STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION 2022 RULE OF LAW REPORT
UN HUMAN RIGHTS REGIONAL OFFICE FOR EUROPE (OHCHR)

ITALY REVIEW
I. Justice System 
Other – please specify 
Access to remedy
Following its visit to Italy in October 2021, the UN Working Group on business and human rights in its statement called for significant improvements in revising and enforcing laws, conducting effective monitoring of business activities, and strengthening access to effective remedy for business-related human rights abuses. Italian businesses and foreign-owned businesses operating in Italy must also carry out meaningful human rights due diligence across their operations and supply chains (https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27607&LangID=E).
III. Media pluralism 
Other – please specify 
Surveillance
In 2021, several Special Procedures mandate-holders initiated a dialogue with Italy regarding an alleged pattern of wire-tapping and surveillance by public prosecutors in 2017 of several journalists, as well as staff members of humanitarian relief organisations and human rights defenders, who appear to have been covering or working on the central Mediterranean migration crisis at that time (ITA 2/2021, available at https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TmSearch/Results). 
IV. Other institutional issues related to checks and balances 
B. Independent authorities 
43. Independence, capacity and powers of national human rights institutions (‘NHRIs’), of ombudsman institutions if different from NHRIs, of equality bodies if different from NHRIs and of supreme audit institutions
Following its visit to Italy in October 2021, the UN Working Group on business and human rights in its statement called on Italy to establish a strong, independent national human rights institution without further delay with an explicit mandate to deal with business-related human rights abuses (https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27607&LangID=E).
D. The enabling framework for civil society 
46.	Rules and practices guaranteeing the effective operation of civil society organisations and rights defenders
[bookmark: _GoBack]In 2021, Special Procedures mandate-holders initiated a dialogue with Italy regarding police search and seizure at the home of migrant rights defenders (ITA 1/2021, available at https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TmSearch/Results).
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