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I. Justice System 
B. Quality of justice 
11. Accessibility of courts (e.g. court fees, legal aid, language) 
In November 2021, four UN Special Procedures entered into a dialogue with Greece regarding the alleged criminalization of defenders of the rights of migrants, refugees and asylum seekers, Ms. Sarah Mardini and Mr. Seán Binder. They referred to reported irregularities in the justification for the charges, and the lengthy delay of over two years that had already passed since Ms. Mardini and Mr. Binder’s arrest and accusation. They noted that Ms. Mardini was subject to a re-entry ban, which prevents her from entering Greece even to present herself for trial, and asked the authorities to explain how the ban was consistent with the right to a fair trial (AL GRC 4/2021, available at https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/Tmsearch/TMDocuments). 

In May 2021, two UN Special Procedures entered into a dialogue with Greece to express concerns regarding certain provisions in the Draft Law of the Ministry of Justice on "'Reforms relating to parent-child relationships and other matters of family law” (amending the Greek Civil Code concerning child custody in case of a separation or divorce of the parents), which could facilitate the exposure to heightened risks for victims of domestic violence in the context of shared custody. They noted that the Bill would redefine the “best interests of the child” and presume equal shared custody in cases of separation or divorce, with any exception requiring a potentially lengthy court process and potential exposure of women and children to gender-based discrimination in judicial procedures (OL GRC 2/2021, available at https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/Tmsearch/TMDocuments).

In his report of May 2021 on means to address the human rights impact of pushbacks of migrants on land and at sea, the UN Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants referred to numerous submissions raising concerns about Greece’s border governance at its borders with Turkey. He noted allegations regarding the prevention of entry and summary and collective expulsion of tens of thousands of migrants and asylum seekers in Evros, as well as pushbacks over the land border from urban areas, including reception and detention centers. He recalled that Greek authorities suspended the admission of asylum seekers entering the country in the Evros land border region for 30 days in March 2020, on grounds of addressing unprecedented migratory pressure, derogating from binding procedures in national law and international obligations (A/HRC/47/30, paras. 55, 78).
12. Resources of the judiciary (human/financial/material)
In April 2021, the UN Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers in his report on “The coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic: impact and challenges for independent justice” noted that access to justice and due process cannot be protected if the courts are not given the guarantees, combined with adequate funding and resources, needed to meet the new challenges. In Greece, the judicial system continued to rely on budgetary resources allocated prior to the pandemic, without any additional funds being approved (A/HRC/47/35, para. 57).

C. Efficiency of the justice system 
17. Length of proceedings 
In July 2021, three UN Special Procedures entered into a dialogue with Greece regarding the assassination of journalist and human rights defender Mr. Giorgos Karaivaz on 9 April 2021. They noted that, before his murder, Mr. Karaivaz had reportedly expressed concern for his safety, although he did not report it to the police or ask for protection. They noted that efforts to identify the perpetrators were ongoing, with the police exploring whether the killing was linked to Mr. Karaivaz’s reporting on organized crime and its alleged ties with the Hellenic Police. They highlighted that no suspect had yet been identified, and expressed concerns over the slow progress of the investigation and prosecution (AL GRC 3/2021, available at https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/Tmsearch/TMDocuments).  

III. Media pluralism 
C. Framework for journalists' protection 
36. Law enforcement capacity to ensure journalists' safety and to investigate attacks on journalists 
[bookmark: _GoBack]On 16 July 2021, three UN Special Procedures entered into a dialogue with Greece regarding the assassination of journalist and human rights defender Mr. Giorgos Karaivaz. The mandate-holders expressed concern about the reported slow progress of the investigation and prosecution of the perpetrators, which creates a vicious cycle of impunity. They further expressed concerns about the chilling effect that such a killing may have on other journalists in the country, and more generally on the role of press in a democratic society.  They requested that Greece provide detailed information concerning measures taken to ensure that human rights defenders, journalists and media workers can exercise their freedom of expression without fear of retaliation (AL GRC 3/2021, available at https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TmSearch/Results). 
IV. Other institutional issues related to checks and balances 
D. The enabling framework for civil society 
45. Measures regarding the framework for civil society organisations (e.g. access to funding, registration rules, measures capable of affecting the public perception of civil society organisations, etc.) 
On 31 March 2021, three UN Special Procedures entered into a dialogue with Greece expressing concerns about the recently adopted Law 4686/2020 and Joint Ministerial Decision 10616/2020, which introduced new onerous legal requirements and conditions for registrations of NGOs that work with migrants and refugees, which might severely hamper the work of independent NGOs, especially smaller organizations that do not have the financial means to comply with all the reporting requirements. The Special Procedures furthermore noted that Greece had made different attempts to create a register for NGOs since 2016, but many NGOs regularly voiced concerns that they could not register successfully, and that the legal requirements for NGOs working with migrants had changed four times since November 2019. They noted that Law 4686/2020 was published on 12 May 2020, but Joint Ministerial Decision 10616/2020 was published only four months later, leaving many NGOs in legal uncertainty in-between. They indicated deep concern about the stringent and sometimes contradictory rules on registration of NGOs, including the de facto prohibition on registering new NGOs, financial barriers, intrusive submission requirements and far-reaching reporting requirements (OL GRC 1/2021, available at https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TmSearch/Results). 
In November 2021, four UN Special Procedures entered into a dialogue with Greece regarding the alleged criminalization of defenders of the rights of migrants, refugees and asylum seekers, Ms. Sarah Mardini and Seán Binder. They noted that concerns had previously been communicated to the Government regarding alleged attacks and intimidation of defenders of the rights of migrants, refugees and asylum seekers GRC 2/2021, as well as legislation that would place onerous reporting requirements and conditions on NGOs working in this field GRC 1/2021. They noted that several other human rights defenders had reportedly ceased or severely reduced their activities due to difficulties registering or fear of retaliation, and feared that the charges against Ms. Mardini and Mr. Binder were representative of the shrinking civic space in Greece (AL GRC 4/2021). In her press release on the case, the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders urged judicial authorities in Greece against criminalizing the work of migrant rescuers, and stated that this case spotlighted the shrinking space for civil society to stand up for migrant and refugee rights. She stated, “Some defenders have told me their work has become next to impossible because of onerous reporting requirements for their non-governmental organisations, threats and attacks against them from non-State actors, and harassment from police... To what have we come that we go against people who are offering solidarity? A guilty verdict for Ms. Mardini and Mr. Binder would be a dark day for Greece, and a dark day for human rights in Europe”  (www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27827&LangID=E). 

In his report of May 2021 on means to address the human rights impact of pushbacks of migrants on land and at sea, the UN Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants noted that NGO ships and crews involved in search and rescue had faced criminal charges in criminal or administrative proceedings initiated by countries including Greece since 2016. He noted that NGOs in Greece were investigated and prosecuted by authorities on grounds of “espionage”, “violation of State secrets”, “membership of a criminal organization” and “violations of the migration law”(A/HRC/47/30, para. 87).
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