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I. [bookmark: I._Justice_System]Justice System
[bookmark: A._Independence]
Other – please specify
Underreporting of complaints of racial discrimination
In its concluding observations, the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination expressed concern over the underreporting of acts of racial discrimination and the reluctance of victims to lodge complaints, due, among other things, to fear of social censure, anticipation of disrespectful treatment, and lack of trust in the authorities. Concerns were also expressed at reports of profiling by the police on the basis of ethnicity, descent and skin colour, during traffic controls, identity checks, preventive searches and border stops. The Committee recommended that the Netherlands take legislative and administrative measures to ensure that the public, in particular ethnic groups, asylum seekers and stateless persons, know their rights, including all legal remedies in the area of racial discrimination. The Netherlands should ensure that complainants of acts of racial discrimination are treated with respect by the relevant authorities and that victims of racially motivated crimes are adequately supported to participate in criminal proceedings. It was also recommended that the Netherlands include in its legislation an explicit prohibition of racial profiling and that measures are taken to ensure that all complaints of racial profiling are facilitated, registered and followed up on (CERD/C/NLD/CO/22-24, paras. 15, 39 and 40).

II. [bookmark: III._Media_pluralism]Media pluralism
[bookmark: A._Media__authorities_and_bodies5F]
[bookmark: B._Transparency_of_media_ownership_and_g]Other – please specify
In March 2021, four UN Special Rapporteurs entered into a dialogue with the Netherlands expressing serious concern over the Bill on Amendments to the Criminal Code and the Code of Criminal Procedure to criminalize stay in an area controlled by a terrorist organization[footnoteRef:1] as it included measures that could significantly limit the exercise of fundamental freedoms, including the right to a fair trial (in particular the respect for the presumption of innocence and the principle of legality). Concerns were also expressed about the impact of the bill on human rights defenders and media actors, whose activities would be restricted, or at risk of criminalization (OL NLD 2/2021, available at https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/Tmsearch/TMDocuments). [1:  Wijziging van het Wetboek van Strafrecht en het Wetboek van Strafvordering tot strafbaarstelling van verblijf in een door een terroristische organisatie gecontroleerd gebied (strafbaarstelling verblijf in een door een terroristische organisatie gecontroleerd gebied)] 



III. [bookmark: IV._Other_institutional_issues_related_t][bookmark: A._The_process_for_preparing_and_enactin]Other institutional issues related to checks and balances
[bookmark: B._Independent_authorities][bookmark: C._Accessibility_and_judicial_review_of_][bookmark: D._The_enabling_framework_for_civil_soci]D. The enabling framework for civil society
[bookmark: E._Initiatives_to_foster_a_rule_of_law_c]40. Measures regarding the framework for civil society organisations (e.g. access to funding, registration rules, measures capable of affecting the public perception of civil society organisations, etc.)
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