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IRELAND REVIEW
I. Justice System 
B. Quality of justice 
11. Accessibility of courts (e.g. court fees, legal aid, language) 
In April 2021, the Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers in his report on “The coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic: impact and challenges for independent justice” indicated that Ireland had introduced a system of “traffic light” to reduce the number of hearings held in person (A/HRC/47/35, para. 46). 
In November 2021, several mandate holders entered into a dialogue with Ireland with regard to information received concerning the proposed Restorative Recognition Scheme for former residents of Mother and Baby Homes and County Homes. The Government has proposed a Restorative Recognition scheme for former residents of Mother and Baby Homes and County Homes. However, little information has been provided to date as to the nature of this Scheme, and its scope appears to be limited only to certain institutions. The mandate-holders recommended that any new restorative scheme encompasses measures to provide full reparation to victims that extend beyond financial compensation to include the five forms of reparation owed to victims (restitution, compensation, rehabilitation, satisfaction and guarantees of non-repetition), and are undertaken jointly with measures to ensure truth, justice, memory and non-recurrence (OL IRL 2/2021, available at https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=26772).

IV. Other institutional issues related to checks and balances 
A. The process for preparing and enacting laws 
42. COVID-19: provide update on significant developments with regard to emergency regimes in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic 
- judicial review (including constitutional review) of emergency regimes and measures in the context of COVID-19 pandemic 
In April 2021, the Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers in his report on “The coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic: impact and challenges for independent justice” noted that Ireland had adopted specific guidelines and policies to address domestic violence during the initial phase of the pandemic. Generally, national laws allow for emergency measures to be challenged in court. In Ireland, the courts did not declare certain measures to be unconstitutional (A/HRC/47/35, para. 18 - 19).
- oversight by Parliament of emergency regimes and measures in the context of COVID-19 pandemic 
- measures taken to ensure the continued activity of Parliament (including possible best practices) 
B. Independent authorities 
43. Independence, capacity and powers of national human rights institutions (‘NHRIs’), of ombudsman institutions if different from NHRIs, of equality bodies if different from NHRIs and of supreme audit institutions
[bookmark: _GoBack]In June 2021, the Global Alliance for National Human Rights Institutions (GANHRI) Sub-Committee on Accreditation (SCA) recommended that the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission (IHREC) be re-accredited with A status. The SCA highlighted that NHRIs with A status should take reasonable steps to enhance their effectiveness and independence, in line with the Paris Principles. It also reiterated the recommendations made by the SCA during the review, including appropriate amendments to its enabling law to ensure that the full range of civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights apply to all its powers, the formalization and a uniform process that ensure the broad participation of civil society in the selection and appointment process, the assessment of applicants on the basis of pre-determined and objective criteria, and additional funding to ensure that it can effectively carry out the full breadth of its mandate (GANHRI Sub-Committee on Accreditation Report, para. 15).
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