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LATVIA REVIEW
I. Justice System 
A. Independence 
5. Independence (including composition and nomination of its members), and powers of the body tasked with safeguarding the independence of the judiciary (e.g. Council for the Judiciary)

At its 2021 UPR, Latvia supported the recommendations to strengthen the independence of the judiciary and to reinforce its capacity to effectively fight corruption, as well as to improve the investigative capacity and the independence of the public prosecutors and the office for the prevention of and fight against corruption (A/HRC/48/15/Add.1, para. 132.139).

B. Quality of justice 
13.Training of justice professionals (including judges, prosecutors, lawyers, court staff)
In March 2021, in its concluding observations, the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights recommended that Latvia continue its efforts for training of judges, lawyers and prosecutors on the Covenant and on the justiciability of economic, social and cultural rights (E/C.12/LVA/CO/2, para. 5).

II. Anti-corruption framework 
A. The institutional framework capacity to fight against corruption (prevention and investigation / prosecution) 
18.	List any changes as regards relevant authorities (e.g. national agencies, bodies) in charge of prevention detection, investigation and prosecution of corruption and the resources allocated to each of these authorities (the human, financial, legal, and technical resources as relevant), including the cooperation among domestic authorities. Indicate any relevant measure taken to effectively and timely cooperate with OLAF and EPPO (where applicable). 
In March 2021, the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in its concluding observations noted with concern cases of corruption – including in transportation procurement, the construction sector and waste management – and illicit financial flows, which could negatively affect the realization of economic, social and cultural rights. The Committee recommended that Latvia intensify its efforts to combat corruption, illicit financial flows and related impunity, including by investigating and prosecuting high-level corruption. It further recommended that Latvia continue to enhance the independence of the judiciary with a view to strengthening its capacity to combat corruption effectively, as well as the investigative capacity and independent functioning of the Corruption Prevention and Combating Bureau and the public prosecutors (E/C.12/LVA/CO/2, paras. 8 - 9).
19.	Safeguards for the functional independence of the authorities tasked with the prevention and detection of corruption.
In March 2021, the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in its concluding observations encouraged Latvia recommended that Latvia consider establishing a national mechanism to coordinate and follow up on the implementation of the Committee’s concluding observations, on an ongoing basis, with the participation of the Ombudsman’s Office and civil society organizations (E/C.12/LVA/CO/2, para. 52).
III. Media pluralism 
Other – please specify 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The use of minority languages in media – In May 2021, several Special Procedures mandate-holders continued a dialogue with Latvia about the use of minority languages, including in media. They raised concern over the adopted amendments to the Electronic Mass Media Law in June 2020 by the Latvian Parliament that were reportedly to come into effect on 1 July 2021. According to the amendments, television programme distribution service providers had to ensure that at least 80% of additional programmes included in the basic television package contained content whose original version was an official language of the EU or the European Economic Area. They asked for additional information demonstrating that the law would not restrict freedom of expression and other fundamental rights of linguistic minorities in Latvia. They also requested information about some criminal cases  against journalists and media organisations and  how they were consistent with international human rights law, including freedom of expression (at LVA 1/2021, https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/Tmsearch/TMDocuments).
IV. Other institutional issues related to checks and balances 
B. Independent authorities 
43. Independence, capacity and powers of national human rights institutions (‘NHRIs’), of ombudsman institutions if different from NHRIs, of equality bodies if different from NHRIs and of supreme audit institutions
In March 2021, in its concluding observations the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights expressed concern that the Ombudsman’s Office lacked sufficient resources to fully exercise its mandate, including with regard to investigating and resolving complaints of discrimination in access to economic, social and cultural rights. The Committee recommended that Latvia continue to take measures to increase the effectiveness and the independence of the Ombudsman’s Office in light of the observations and recommendations made in March 2015 by the Global Alliance of National Human Rights Institutions. It should further ensure the allocation of sufficient human, technical and financial resources to the Ombudsman’s Office to enable it to fully exercise its mandate in relation to economic, social and cultural rights (E/C.12/LVA/CO/2, paras. 6 - 7).
At its 2021 UPR, Latvia supported several recommendations pertaining to strengthening the independence and mandate of the Ombudsperson’s Office, which Latvia accepted (A/HRC/48/15/Add.1).
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