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BULGARIA REVIEW
I. Justice System 
A. Independence  
5. Independence (including composition and nomination of its members), and powers of the body tasked with safeguarding the independence of the judiciary (e.g. Council for the Judiciary)

[bookmark: _GoBack]In March 2021, the Human Rights Council adopted the outcome of the Universal Periodic Review of Bulgaria, where Bulgaria considered the implementation of the recommendation regarding the reform of the Supreme Judicial Council (A/HRC/46/13/Add.1 , para B, recommendation 134.82). 

In May 2021, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights addressed a public letter to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Bulgaria following the adoption by the Human Rights Council of the final outcome report on Bulgaria’s Universal Periodic Review (UPR). In the annex of the letter the High Commissioner recommended Bulgaria to review the legislative framework and take measures to protect the full independence and impartiality of the judiciary (at https://lib.ohchr.org/HRBodies/UPR/Documents/Session36/BG/HCLetter-Bulgaria.pdf).

B. Quality of justice 
11. Accessibility of courts (e.g. court fees, legal aid, language) 
In a statement at the end of the first official visit of the UN Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture (SPT) to Bulgaria from 24 to 30 October 2021, the Committee emphasized the importance of providing adequate legal assistance to detained migrants and asylum seekers. Detained migrants and asylum seekers should be promptly and fully informed of what was happening to them, which also required access to interpreters (at https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27771&LangID=E). 
In May 2021, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights addressed a public letter to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Bulgaria following the adoption by the Human Rights Council of the final outcome report on Bulgaria’s Universal Periodic Review (UPR). In the annex of the letter the High Commissioner recommended Bulgaria to ensure that all fundamental legal safeguards against torture are guaranteed, including prompt access to an independent lawyer (at  https://lib.ohchr.org/HRBodies/UPR/Documents/Session36/BG/HCLetter-Bulgaria.pdf).
II. Anti-corruption framework 
B. Prevention 
24. Measures in place to ensure whistleblower protection and encourage reporting of corruption 
In May 2021, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights addressed a public letter to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Bulgaria following the adoption by the Human Rights Council of the final outcome report on Bulgaria’s Universal Periodic Review (UPR). In the annex of the letter, the High Commissioner recommended Bulgaria to address the shortcomings in the investigation and prosecution of high-level corruption, including ensuring that whistle-blowers and civil society activists are guaranteed protection against prosecution (at  https://lib.ohchr.org/HRBodies/UPR/Documents/Session36/BG/HCLetter-Bulgaria.pdf).
In October 2021, four UN Special Procedures entered into a dialogue about concerns regarding the reported use of Pegasus spyware developed by NGO Group Technologies to surveil, intimidate and harass journalists, human rights defenders and political leaders in various countries, and information indicating that NSO Group was domiciled in and/or had operations under the jurisdiction of Bulgaria. The Special Procedures recalled that concerns had previously been raised with the NSO Group regarding its human rights and whistleblower policies, and the use of the Pegasus spyware ( available at BGR 2/2021, https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=26678.
III. Media pluralism 
C. Framework for journalists' protection 
35. Rules and practices guaranteeing journalist's independence and safety 
In May 2021, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights addressed a public letter to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Bulgaria following the adoption by the Human Rights Council of the final outcome report on Bulgaria’s Universal Periodic Review (UPR). In the annex of the letter, the High Commissioner recommended Bulgaria to protect journalists against harassment, attacks or excessive use of force, promptly investigating such acts and bring those responsible to justice; to increase media pluralism; to ensure that public funding for the media is allocated in a transparent and non-discriminatory manner; and to considering repealing criminal provisions against defamation (available at  https://lib.ohchr.org/HRBodies/UPR/Documents/Session36/BG/HCLetter-Bulgaria.pdf).
Other – please specify 
IV. Other institutional issues related to checks and balances 
A. The process for preparing and enacting laws 
39. Framework, policy and use of impact assessments, stakeholders'/public consultations (particularly consultation of judiciary on judicial reforms), and transparency and quality of the legislative process 
In May 2021, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights addressed a public letter to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Bulgaria following the adoption by the Human Rights Council of the final outcome report on Bulgaria’s Universal Periodic Review (UPR). In the annex of the letter, the High Commissioner recommended Bulgaria to take measures to ensure that minority ethnic groups are adequately represented in Parliament and public office (available at  https://lib.ohchr.org/HRBodies/UPR/Documents/Session36/BG/HCLetter-Bulgaria.pdf).
B. Independent authorities 
43. Independence, capacity and powers of national human rights institutions (‘NHRIs’), of ombudsman institutions if different from NHRIs, of equality bodies if different from NHRIs and of supreme audit institutions
In May 2021, in a public letter addressed by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Bulgaria following the adoption by the Human Rights Council of the final outcome report on Bulgaria’s Universal Periodic Review (UPR), the High Commissioner welcomed that the Office of the Ombudsman has been accredited with “A” status and appreciated its engagement with UN human rights mechanisms since then. In the annex of the letter, the High Commissioner recommended Bulgaria to strengthen the capacity and financial resources of the Ombudsman and to allow independent monitoring bodies to carry out unannounced visits to places of detention (at  https://lib.ohchr.org/HRBodies/UPR/Documents/Session36/BG/HCLetter-Bulgaria.pdf).
D. The enabling framework for civil society 
45. Measures regarding the framework for civil society organisations (e.g. access to funding, registration rules, measures capable of affecting the public perception of civil society organisations, etc.) 
In May 2021, in a public letter addressed by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Bulgaria following the adoption by the Human Rights Council of the final outcome report on Bulgaria’s Universal Periodic Review (UPR), the High Commissioner encouraged Bulgaria to foster an environment conductive to a dynamic, diverse and safe civic space. In the annex of the letter, the High Commissioner also recommended Bulgaria to ensure sufficient State funding for civil society and other service providers working on issues related to the sale and sexual exploitation of children (at https://lib.ohchr.org/HRBodies/UPR/Documents/Session36/BG/HCLetter-Bulgaria.pdf).   
See also point 24 regarding Pegasus 
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