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Lithuania REVIEW
I. Justice System 
B. Quality of justice 
11. Accessibility of courts (e.g. court fees, legal aid, language) 
In December 2021, in its concluding observations, the Committee against Torture raised concerns at the lack of access to procedural safeguards, including legal aid and judicial remedies for migrants and asylum seekers in the framework of the border procedure at border crossing points, transit zones and other places adapted for those purposes, to challenge their de facto detention. The Committee was also concerned that the quality and fairness of factual and legal assessments and interviews in the framework of the asylum procedure in Lithuania is reportedly suffering from speedy processing focused on denial of asylum rather than an objective and fair review of asylum applications. The Committee recommended that Lithuania promptly provide access to a lawyer and, if necessary, to free legal aid for all persons who are arrested or detained (CAT/C/LTU/CO/4, paras. 10 (a), 11 (a) (g)).
13.Training of justice professionals (including judges, prosecutors, lawyers, court staff)
In December 2021, in its concluding observations, the Committee against Torture stated its appreciation for the information provided by Lithuania on the human rights training programmes for members of the police, State Border Guard officers, prison staff, public prosecutors and judges. The Committee was, however, concerned at the lack of information on the evaluation of the impact of training programmes with regard to the prevention and absolute prohibition of torture and ill-treatment  (CAT/C/LTU/CO/4, para. 21).

Other – please specify 
Prosecutions and convictions in cases of excessive use of force by law enforcement officials in places of deprivation of liberty - In December 2021, in its concluding observations, the Committee against Torture observed the low number of complaints, prosecutions and convictions in cases of excessive use of force by law enforcement officials in places of deprivation of liberty, as well as in relation to military personnel in the armed forces. The Committee was concerned that investigations in such cases could be carried out through internal investigation mechanisms, such as the “anti-corruption (immunity) units” within the prison and police structures, which are directly subordinate to the head of the relevant institution, as well as by means of internal investigation within the national defense system, which put into question the impartiality and effectiveness of the investigations. The Committee recommended that Lithuania ensure that all allegations of excessive use of force by law enforcement officials against persons in custody, as well as in the armed forces in relation to military personnel, are investigated promptly, effectively and impartially by mechanisms that are structurally and operationally independent, with no institutional or hierarchical connection between the investigators and the alleged perpetrators; and also ensure that perpetrators, if found guilty, were punished in a manner that is commensurate with the gravity of their acts (CAT/C/LTU/CO/4, paras. 17 - 18).


C. Framework for journalists' protection 
37. Access to information and public documents 
In December 2021, in its concluding observations, the Committee against Torture raised concern at reported restrictions during times of emergency on monitoring by the national human rights institution, non-governmental organizations and journalists of the situation of asylum seekers, refugees and migrants at the border zones in Lithuania (CAT/C/LTU/CO/4, para. 12 (i)).
Other – please specify 
IV. Other institutional issues related to checks and balances 
B. Independent authorities 
43. Independence, capacity and powers of national human rights institutions (‘NHRIs’), of ombudsman institutions if different from NHRIs, of equality bodies if different from NHRIs and of supreme audit institutions
See also point 37
[bookmark: _GoBack]In December 2021, in its concluding observations, the Committee against Torture welcomed the designation of the Seimas Ombudsman as the national preventive mechanism under the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. However, it was concerned about the shortage of staff of the Human Rights Office of the Seimas Ombudsman assigned to tasks and activities related to the mechanism. It recommended that Lithuania ensure the operational autonomy of the national preventive mechanism and provide it with the necessary earmarked financial and human resources for the performance of its work (CAT/C/LTU/CO/4, paras. 13 -14).
D. The enabling framework for civil society 
46. Rules and practices guaranteeing the effective operation of civil society organisations and rights defenders
See point 37
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