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ESTONIA REVIEW
I. Justice System 
B. Quality of justice 
11. Accessibility of courts (e.g. court fees, legal aid, language) 
The Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in its concluding observations noted with concern that persons with disabilities under guardianship were de facto denied access to justice and had to contend with the prevailing paternalistic attitudes concerning persons with disabilities participating in legal proceedings. Persons with disabilities were also facing limited range of age- and gender-responsive procedural accommodations and the absence of programmes to ensure legal assistance. The Committee further reported lack of information in accessible formats for persons with disabilities throughout legal proceedings, barriers to gaining physical access to justice facilities, including courts and police stations, and a lack of accessible transportation to reach these facilities. The Committee recommended that Estonia ensure full recognition of the legal capacity of all persons with disabilities and of their right to gain access to justice on an equal basis with others, including throughout proceedings before the courts, tribunals and administrative authorities, and recognize the right of all persons with disabilities to seek restoration of their legal capacity and legal assistance to pursue their claims; adopt mechanisms to provide persons with disabilities with age- appropriate accommodations, including support, and access to legal aid throughout legal proceedings, in all areas of law and at all levels of the judiciary;  develop alternative and augmentative means of information and communication for use throughout legal proceedings, such as Braille, sign language, Easy Read and audio and video transcription, apply the principle of universal design and adopt an action plan to ensure physical access to all justice facilities, including through accessible transportation (CRPD/C/EST/CO/1, paras. 25-26).
13.Training of justice professionals (including judges, prosecutors, lawyers, court staff)
The Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in its concluding observations noted with concern the lack of awareness among policymakers, officers and professionals, at the national and municipal levels, including judges, prosecutors, teachers and medical, health and other professionals working with persons with disabilities, on the rights recognized in the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The Committee recommended that Estonia strengthen capacity-building programmes for public policymakers, municipal officers and professionals at the national and municipal levels, including judges, prosecutors, teachers and medical, health and other professionals working with persons with disabilities, and the obligations of Estonia under the Convention on the rights of persons with disabilities. Estonia should also involve organizations of persons with disabilities in the design and implementation of training for public officials (CRPD/C/EST/CO/1, paras. 7e, 8e).
14.Digitalisation (e.g. use of digital technology, particularly electronic communication tools, within the justice system and with court users, including resilience of justice systems in COVID-19 pandemic)[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Factual information presented in Commission Staff Working Document of 2 December 2020, SWD(2020) 540 final, accompanying the Communication on Digitalisation of justice in the European Union, COM(2020) 710 final, does not need to be repeated] 

In April 2021, the Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers in his report on “The coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic: impact and challenges for independent justice” noted that private and separate virtual chambers were set up in order to facilitate private meetings and discussions between lawyers and their clients in Estonia (A/HRC/47/35, para. 92).

III. Media pluralism 
B. Independent authorities 
43. Independence, capacity and powers of national human rights institutions (‘NHRIs’), of ombudsman institutions if different from NHRIs, of equality bodies if different from NHRIs and of supreme audit institutions
[bookmark: _GoBack]During the 2021 Universal Periodic Review, Estonia accepted recommendations to take measures to strengthen the national human rights institution and its independence to ensure that it fully aligns with the Paris Principles while stating that the Chancellor of Justice fulfilled the functions of the national human rights institute in accordance with Paris Principles and in 2020 received  “A” status accreditation (A/HRC/48/7/Add.1, paras. 2-3).
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