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PORTUGAL REVIEW
I. Justice System 
B. Quality of justice 
11. Accessibility of courts (e.g. court fees, legal aid, language) 
In December 2021, in the statement on the conclusion of its official visit to Portugal, the Working Group of Experts on People of African Descent stated that it noted financial barriers to access justice despite the availability of free legal aid. In many cases, people of African descent experiencing racial discrimination or police violence reported the inability to move their cases forward without crowdfunding initiatives to collect funds to hire a lawyer. People who were incarcerated also reported inadequate access to effective legal aid as a driver of ongoing injustice. The Working Group recommended Portugal to build awareness of the right and the availability of free legal aid. It also recommended that Portugal expedite the amendment to Article 240 of the Penal Code dealing with racial discrimination. Once amended, Portugal should closely monitor its implementation and effectiveness in ensuring justice for people of African descent facing racial discrimination. Portugal should constitute an independent inquiry into widespread allegations of police brutality with a view to identifying the victims and according them redress and an independent oversight mechanism to address allegations of police misconduct. (at https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27894&LangID=E, paras. 24-26, 55-56).

IV. a. The process for preparing and enacting laws
39. Framework, policy and use of impact assessments, stakeholders'/public consultations (particularly consultation of judiciary on judicial reforms), and transparency and quality of the legislative process 
In December 2021, in the statement on the conclusion of its official visit to Portugal, the Working Group of Experts on People of African Descent welcomed as  positive steps the emerging representation of people of African descent in leadership and policymaking roles, including the Minister of Justice and Home Affairs and three Parliamentarians of African descent, all women (at https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27894&LangID=E, para. 12).
Independent authorities 
43. Independence, capacity and powers of national human rights institutions (‘NHRIs’), of ombudsman institutions if different from NHRIs, of equality bodies if different from NHRIs and of supreme audit institutions
In December 2021, in the statement on the conclusion of its official visit to Portugal, the Working Group of Experts on People of African Descent welcomed the creation of an Independent Observatory on Hate Speech, Racism and Xenophobia in Portugal.
 (at https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27894&LangID=E, para. 10).


D. The enabling framework for civil society 
45. Measures regarding the framework for civil society organisations (e.g. access to funding, registration rules, measures capable of affecting the public perception of civil society organisations, etc.) 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In December 2021, in the statement on the conclusion of its official visit to Portugal, the Working Group of Experts on People of African Descent urged the government to adequately fund and strengthen the capacity of civil society of African descent and to adopt effective measures to prevent reprisals against anti-racism human rights defenders (at https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27894&LangID=E  para. 78).
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