
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Sophia ERIKSSON WATERSCHOOT 
 
 

Nationality 
 
Swedish 
 

Academic qualifications ➢ 05/2015: Executive education “Women and Power” program, Harvard 
University, John F. School of Government – Cambridge, MA, United States  

➢ 2005 – 2006: Master en études interdisciplinaires européennes, Université 
Catholique de Louvain (UCL) – Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium 

➢ 1994 – 1995: Master of Science, Economics, Stockholm University – 
Stockholm, Sweden 

➢ 1993 – 1994: Certificat d’economie européenne (Erasmus exchange), 
Université de Montpellier – Montpellier, France 

➢ 1989 – 1994: Master of Science, International Business, Uppsala University 
– Uppsala, Sweden 

Professional experience 
in the European 

Institutions 

➢ Since 16 September 2024: Deputy Director-General, DG Communication 
(COMM) – Brussels, Belgium 

➢ Since 23 September 2024: Acting Director for Political Communication & 

Services, DG Communication (COMM) – Brussels, Belgium 

➢ 05/2017 – 09/2024: Director for Youth, Education and Erasmus+, DG 
Education Youth, Sport and Culture (EAC) – Brussels, Belgium 

➢ 06/2013 – 12/2016: Head of Unit for Europe 2020, Investment Plan, Education 
and Training 2020, DG Education and Culture (EAC) – Brussels, Belgium 

➢ 07/2016 – 05/2017: Acting Director for Modernisation of Education I: Europe 
2020, Country Analysis, Erasmus+ Coordination, DG Education and Culture 
(EAC) – Brussels, Belgium 

➢ 06/2011 – 05/2013: Adviser to the Deputy Director-General, DG Education 
and Culture (EAC) – Brussels, Belgium 

➢ 05 – 11/2012: Member of Cabinet, Cabinet of Commissioner Vassiliou 
(portfolio: Education, Culture, Multilingualism and Youth) – Brussels, Belgium 

➢ 06/2009 – 05/2011: Head of Sector for Higher Education Policy, DG 
Education and Culture (EAC) – Brussels, Belgium 

➢ 02/2008 – 05/2009: Strategic Planning Officer for Cohesion Policy, DG 
Regional Policy (REGIO) – Brussels, Belgium 

➢ 01/2005 – 01/2008: Programme Manager for European Social Fund, DG 
Employment and Social Affairs (EMPL) – Brussels, Belgium 

➢ 04/2000 – 12/2004: Policy Coordinator for European Employment Strategy, 
DG Employment and Social Affairs (EMPL) – Brussels, Belgium 

➢ 05/1996 – 03/2000: Team Leader for Tourism Statistics, Eurostat (ESTAT) - 
Luxembourg 

Professional experience 
before joining the 

European Institutions 

➢ 10/1994 – 05/1996: Research Assistant, Trade Union Institute for Economic 
Research (FIEF), partly on assignment to the Ministry of Labour – Stockholm, 
Sweden 

Language Skills Swedish (mother tongue) 
➢ English 
➢ French 
➢ Italian 

 


