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Your translation [ Malti ]

AĦSIBHA DARBTEJN U TELLA' DARBA

- Ħellow nann. Kont qed naħseb fik illum l-iskola.

- Veru? Da x'kien?

- Kellna lezzjoni fuq iċ-ċittadinanza diġitali - taf inti, kif iġġib ruħek onlajn, kif tibqa' sigur fuq l-internet u hekk,
għax hija xi ħaġa li qed tinkwieta fuqha l-UE, u tkellimna fuq kif hawn miżibilju ta' scams immirati lejn l-anzjani
b'mod partikolari...

- Din xi trid tgħid biha! Naqra inqas referenzi għax-'xjuħ', jekk jogħġbok. U ma nafx tafx, imma jiena perfettament
kapaċi nipproteġi lili nnifsi onlajn. Għandi ftit xagħar abjad mhux ħażin - ma twelidtx ilbieraħ.

- Allura xi tgħidli fuq dik id-darba li mort btala Spanja u tfajt ir-ritratti kollha tal-vaganza fuq Facebook, bl-istatus
'Tlaqt għal ġimgħa f'Benidorm!'? Għal ftit, stajt titfa' riklam fuq il-gazzetta tħabbar li 'Mhux qiegħed id-dar jien!
Ejjew isirquni!'.

- Eħ veru, fuq dik għandek raġun, fil-fatt neħħejt l-istatus mas-sekonda li ftaħtli għajnejja. Imma tiġix tgħidli li aħna
x-xjuħ biss inġibu ruħna bi bluha onlajn ta'. Kont qed naqra dan l-artiklu fuq żagħżugħ naqra ikbar minnek li ħareġ
jixxala ma' sħabu f'lejla ta' nhar ta' Sibt, ħa naqra stessi fis-sakra u tefagħhom fuq il-profil tiegħu. Dawk ir-ritratti li
ma jagħmlulux ħajr probabbilment ma kienux jerġgħu jgħaddu minn moħħu, sakemm ma semmiehomlux l-
intervistatur snin wara meta applika għall-ewwel xogħol tiegħu ta' għalliem...

- X'mistħija! Inkun irrid l-art tiblagħni kieku jiġrili hekk. Iżda m'għandix dubju li kellek xi ljieli ta' xalar int ukoll fi
żmienek.

- Dak misteru li jiena nostor u li inti trid tiskopri! Iżda anki jekk kelli, għallinqas m'hemm l-ebda evidenza
fotografika ddur fuq il-cloud li tista' tikkonferma dan...

- Ħeq, veru. Ħafna drabi n-nies jinsew li ġaladarba tellgħu ritratt jew tefgħu xi ħaġa onlajn, qiegħda hemm għal
dejjem. Bħal meta tgħajjar lil xi ħadd onlajn fil-qilla tal-mument. Ġaladarba qiegħda hemm, diffiċli mmens biex
tordomha fit-tebut.

- Iżda fuq kollox, dawk il-ħiliet diġitali li għallimtni b'daqshekk paċenzja kienu ta' salvazzjoni, speċjalment għall-
lum il-ġurnata li m'għadx nista' niċċaqlaq kif kont xi darba. Nista' nibqa' f'kuntatt ma' sħabi kollha, ingħaqadt fi
klabb tal-kotba onlajn, inżomm ruħi aġġornat mal-krikit fil-ħin reali, u saħansitra sibt app li qed tgħallimni l-
Ispanjol! Il-ġmiel tad-dinja moderna! Inti kull ma trid tagħmel hu li żżomm għemilek għandek u ftakar - kieku xi
ħaġa ma tgħidhiex wiċċ imb'wiċċ jew tippubblikaha fuq il-gazzetta, wisq probabbli aktar għaqli tigdem ilsienek
fuqha onlajn!
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Text to translate [ English ]

PAUSE BEFORE YOU POST

- Hello, Grandpa. I was thinking about you at school today.

- Really? How come?

- We had a lesson about digital citizenship – you know, how to behave online, keeping safe on the internet and
stuff, because that's something the EU's concerned about, and we talked about how there are lots of scams out
there targeting old people in particular…

- Excuse me! A little less of the ‘old’, if you don’t mind. And I’m perfectly able to protect myself online, you know.
I’ve been around for a while – I didn’t come down in the last shower.

- So what about that time when you went to Spain and put all your holiday snaps up on Facebook with the status
‘Away for a week in Benidorm!’? You might as well have taken out an advert in the paper saying ‘I’m not home!
Come and burgle my house!’.

- Yes, well, I’ll give you that, and I did take that status down as soon as you pulled me up on it. But it’s not as if we
oldies are the only ones behaving foolishly online. I was reading this article about a young lad a bit older than you
who went out on a bender one Saturday night with some of his mates, took some drunken selfies and uploaded
them to his profile. The unflattering images might never have crossed his mind again had an interviewer not
brought them up when he was applying for his first teaching job several years later…

- Awkward! I’d be mortified if that happened to me. But I bet you had the odd raucous night out back in the day.

- That’s for me to know and for you to find out! But, even if I did, at least there’s no photographic evidence floating
around in the cloud to give the game away…

- That’s true, I guess. People often forget that once they upload a photo or post something online it’s out there for
good. Like if you insult someone online in the heat of the moment. Once it’s out there it’s very difficult to get it
back in the box.

- Be that as it may, those digital skills you so patiently taught me have been an absolute lifeline, especially now I’m
not nearly as mobile as I used to be. I can keep in touch with all my pals, I’ve joined an online book club, I get
updates on the cricket in real time, and I’ve even found this app that’s teaching me Spanish! The wonders of the
modern world! You just need to keep your wits about you and remember – if you wouldn’t say something to
someone’s face or publish it in the newspaper, it’s probably best not to blab about it online!


