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Dear Petitioner,  
 
Thank you for your message of 16 May to the President of the European Commission, Ursula von 
der Leyen, in which you raise the case of Igbal Abilov, researcher and lecturer in history and 
ethnography. 
 
The European Union has followed the case of Mr Abilov with concern. He was sentenced to  
18 years in prison by the Lankaran Grave Crimes Court on 20 May on charges of treason, inciting 
ethnic hatred, and collaborating with a foreign intelligence service.  
 
In light of Mr Abilov’s case and other recent criminal prosecutions and convictions, the EU has 
called on Azerbaijan to fulfil its international human rights obligations, including the protection 
of freedom of expression and the right to a fair and transparent trial.  
 
The EU will continue to follow Mr Abilov’s case and raise the human rights situation in the country 
with the Azerbaijani authorities. The EU will also continue to call on Azerbaijan to release all those 
who have been detained arbitrarily. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 

 

Dorota Dlouchy-Suliga 
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