
In 2016, new complaints against Lithuania fell after rising for 2 years. The number of new EU Pilot files continued 
its downward trend. However, both the numbers of open infringement cases and of new cases for late transposi-
tion rose to their highest levels since 2012.
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In preliminary rulings, the Court ruled, amongst others, that an organ of the executive such as the Ministry of 
Justice of the Republic of Lithuania cannot be designated as ‘issuing judicial authority’ and the act issued by 
such body cannot be regarded as a ‘judicial decision’ for the purpose of executing a European arrest warrant.¹

More information: 
Staff working document of the European Commission - Annual Report 2016 “Monitoring the application of Union Law” (part II: Member States)

1 Kovalkovas, C-477/16 PPU.

Relevant rulings of the European Courts:

https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/annual-reports-monitoring-application-eu-law_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/annual-reports-monitoring-application-eu-law_en
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&jur=C,T,F&num=C-477/16&td=ALL

