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Minutes of 7th meeting of the Informal Working Group on Halloumi/Hellim 

15 May 2024 

 

 

The 7th meeting of the Informal Working Group on Halloumi/Hellim (WG) was held on 15 

May 2024 in the Home4Cooperation in Nicosia. The meeting was chaired by the Commission 

services, in the presence of 8 out of the 10 members of the WG (see Annex 1).  DG AGRI 

joined the meeting on-line. 

 

The meeting started with an introduction of the new Co-Chair of the WG from DG 

REFORM, Ms. Jutta Pomoell-Segurola. 

 

The Working Group adopted the updated draft agenda of the meeting. 

 

The objective of the meeting was to exchange views on the status of implementation of the 

Halloumi/Hellim Protected Designation of Origin (PDO) quality scheme, focusing in 

particular on its implementation in the Turkish Cypriot community. In addition, the meeting 

discussed the forthcoming Call for Applications for the selection of a new, second assembly 

of the Informal Working Group on Halloumi/Hellim for the period July 2024-July 2026. 

Members had the opportunity to provide recommendations as to how to structure the 

selection process.  Current members were encouraged apply to continue their participation in 

the WG if relevant.   

 

WG member Mr. Bekir Meriç Avunduk gave a presentation on the Reflections on the 

implementation of the Halloumi/Hellim PDO quality scheme in the Turkish Cypriot 

community (see Annex 2).  

 

The discussion centred mostly on concerns shared by both communities in the 

implementation of the PDO scheme, including the availability of relevant quantities of small 

ruminants’ milk and the competition to PDO Halloumi/Hellim offered by grilled cheese, as 

well as counterfeits products. Members welcomed suggestions that would strengthen the 

inclusiveness of processes aiming to amend the PDO product specifications including the 

stipulated milk ratios. In this context, the proposal to focus on the dry matter when 

determining whether the expected milk ratios were achieved was repeated. 

 

DG AGRI clarified that the new Regulation 224/1143 of 11 April 20241 that entered into 

force on 13 May 2024 offers a time-bound opportunity for the extension of the transitional 

period currently in place for the milk ratios in PDO Halloumi/Hellim. Various strategies to 

deal with counterfeit PDO products, depending on their country of origin, were outlined.   

 

It was reconfirmed that equal standards must apply in both communities when trading the 

PDO product. The possibility for WG members to cooperate and implement joint actions 

addressing their common challenges in a logic of partnership to safeguard this Cyprus 

heritage cheese was highlighted and discussed.  

 
1 Regulation (EU) 2024/1143 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 April 2024 on geographical 

indications for wine, spirit drinks and agricultural products, as well as traditional specialities guaranteed and 

optional quality terms for agricultural products, amending Regulations (EU) No 1308/2013, (EU) 2019/787 and 

(EU) 2019/1753 and repealing Regulation (EU) No 1151/2012 



 

2 
 

 

Members shared their suggestions concerning the criteria and process to be applied under the 

next Call for Applications for the selection of new, second assembly of the WG. 

 

Ms. Pomoell-Segurola thanked members for their valuable contributions and cooperation in 

the first assembly of the WG, inviting them to consider reapplying if relevant.  

 

The next meeting of the Working Group is tentatively planned for the third quarter of 2024. 

 

The minutes will be posted on the DG REFORM website.  
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Annex 1: List of members participating in the 7th meeting of the Informal Working 

Group on Halloumi/Hellim: 

 

Working Group Members: 

 

· Andrea, Christo 

· Andreou, Andreas 

· Avunduk, Bekir Meriç 

· Erel, Metehan 

· Ergüven, Mustafa 

· Öztürk, Kemal 

· Petrou, Georgios 

· Pittas, Yiannos 

 

 

 

 

From the Commission: 

 

· Pomoell-Segurola, Jutta, DG REFORM – Chair of meeting 

· Cianfoni, Luca, DG AGRI – Co-chair (participating online) 

· Karampella, Theodora, DG AGRI – (participating online) 

· Buza-Vidas, Marina, DG REFORM 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Annex 2: Presentation by Mr. Bekir Meriç Avunduk 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Electronically signed on 30/05/2024 12:09 (UTC+02) in accordance with Article 11 of Commission Decision (EU) 2021/2121
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