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We write fortnightly articles in English and French about specific
language questions
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•Help drafters in their daily work 

•Boost visibility of EN + FR editing services 
and DG LING and improve the quality of 
originals

•Help the translation process

•Articles must be relevant and helpful, and 
fun to read
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• All GSC staff is invited to contribute their ideas via an
"ideas box"

• Drafting committee of 1 EN + 1 FR (initially the QCs 
involved too) + 6 volunteers from other units (on a rota 
basis)

• Main topics cover grammar, vocabulary and style
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• How to write clearly in English

(ejtn.eu)

• "Fowler's Dictionary of Modern 

English Usage"

• "Garner's Modern English Usage"

• "Practical English Usage" by

Michael Swan

• Questions de langue | Académie 

française (academie-francaise.fr).

• Office québécois de la langue 

française (gouv.qc.ca)

• Règles d'orthographe - Projet 

Voltaire (projet-voltaire.fr)

Wordsmith – tools for everyone

Source: pixabay.com
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Hyphens
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In the words of linguist Jean Darbelnet:

"le retard commence là où le délai finit".

Délai (FR) v delay (EN)



L′accord des participes passés –
structure and spacing

27 June 2014



Diagram
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Underline, bold
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Red capital letters v smileys
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Equal and unequal signs
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Quiz
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There is always time for a quiz
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Which one of these sentences mean that there are three 
trees, each one hundred years old?

a) Three-hundred-year-old trees.

b) Three hundred-year-old trees.

c) Three hundred year-old trees.

Quiz time – Question 1



Which one of these sentences means that there are three 
trees, each one hundred years old?

a) Three-hundred-year-old trees – the trees are all three 
hundred years old.

b) Three hundred-year-old trees – three trees, each one 
hundred years old.

c) Three hundred year-old trees – three hundred trees, each 
one year old.

Quiz time – Question 1



Choose the correct alternative to the word 'modalities' in the 
sentence below.

The new working modalities will be introduced in Q4.

Quiz time – Question 2

a) clothes

b) procedures/arrangements

c) schedule



Choose the correct alternative to the word 'modalities' in the 
sentence below.

The new working modalities will be introduced in Q4.

Quiz time – Question 2

a) clothes

b) procedures/arrangements

c) schedule



Pick the correct translation of the sentence below:

'L'UE dispose de suffisamment de doses pour vacciner 70 % 
de sa population adulte.'

Quiz time – Question 3

a) The EU disposes of enough doses to vaccinate 70% of

its adult population.

b) The EU has discarded enough doses to vaccinate 70% 

of its adult population.

c) The EU has enough doses to vaccinate 70% of its adult 

population.



Pick the correct translation of the sentence below:

'L'UE dispose de suffisamment de doses pour vacciner 70 % 
de sa population adulte.'

Quiz time – Question 3

a) The EU disposes of enough doses to vaccinate 70% of

its adult population.

b) The EU has discarded enough doses to vaccinate 70% 

of its adult population.

c) The EU has enough doses to vaccinate 70% of its adult 

population.


