
 

Sophie BEERNAERTS 

Nationality  Belgian 

Academic qualifications  1987 – 1989: Postgraduate in European Economics, Institute of 
European Studies – Université libre de Bruxelles 

 1982 – 1987: Business Engineer, Solvay Business School – 
Université libre de Bruxelles 

Professional experience 
in the European 

Institutions 

 Since February 2024 (ongoing): Director of the European 
Education and Culture Executive Agency 

 07/2019 – 01/2024: Head of Department – Erasmus+ and European 
Solidarity Corps at the European Education and Culture Executive 
Agency 

 02/2023 – 01/2024: Acting Director of the European 
Education and Culture Executive Agency 

 2018 – 2019: Head of Unit – Coordination of Erasmus+ at DG 
Education and Culture (EAC) 

 2017 – 2018: Head of Unit – Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions at DG 
Education and Culture (EAC) 

 2015 – 2016: Head of Unit – Schools and Multilingualism at DG 
Education and Culture (EAC) 

 2010 – 2015: Head of Unit – Citizens' Policy at DG Communication 
(COMM) 

 2008 – 2009: Head of Unit – Human and Financial Resources 
ADMIN, IAS, Cabinet Cell, EPSO at DG Personnel and 
Administration (ADMIN) 

 2003 – 2008: Head of Unit – Personnel and Administration at DG 
Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities (EMPL) 

 1999 – 2003: Community Initiatives Unit at DG Employment, 
Industrial Relations and Social Affairs (EMPL) 

 1998 – 1999: Member of the Cabinet of Commissioner Liikanen 

 1996 – 1998: Planning and Allocation of the Statutory and Non-
Statutory Resources Unit at DG Personnel and Administration 

 1991 – 1996: Building Policy – Options and Contracts Unit at DG 
Personnel and Administration 

Language skills  French (mother tongue) 
 English 


