	
Annual Rule of Law Report - Council of Europe contribution

	[image: ]
	


2024



	
Directorate General Human Rights and Rule of Law (DG I)





	
Cyprus



[bookmark: _Toc36635809]I Justice System 

The European Commission for the Efficiency of Justice (CEPEJ) regularly collects data on judicial systems. These data concern in particular the “quality of justice” (B part below), “efficiency of justice systems” (C part below) and also some aspects of “independence” (A part below). 

The 2023 data have not been collected and quality checked in 2023. Nevertheless, CEPEJ published in 2023 country profiles for each EU country, based on 2021 data, and prepared in the framework of CEPEJ Study for the 2023 EU Justice Scoreboard  CEPEJ Country fiche - Scoreboard - Cyprus
The 2022 data have been collected, quality checked and sent to DG-JUST in the framework of the 2024 EU Justice Scoreboard. The publication of the country profiles based on 2022 data will depend on final acceptation of the CEPEJ Study by DG-JUST. The CEPEJ Secretariat (christel.schurrer@coe.int)  remains at the disposal of European Commission for any question related to these data. 

Department for the implementation of human rights, justice and legal co-operation standards

[bookmark: _Hlk152779299]The adoption of the new Civil Procedure Rules (CPR), which entered into force in September 2023, constitutes one of the most important steps in the ongoing reform and modernisation process of the Cypriot judicial system aiming to improve the efficiency of justice and eliminate the existing backlog of civil cases. The Council of Europe continued to support the successful and consistent implementation of the new CPR by ensuring that courts’ working methods are adopted to the new CPR. To this end, Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) were developed, and targeted training was provided to the court staff to ensure consistency in approaches and practices in civil cases processing within the different registries across Cyprus. The above-mentioned activities were implemented under the Project: “Foster Transparency of Judicial Decisions and Enhancing the National Implementation of the ECHR” ( TJENI Project).


Execution of judgments in Cyprus 
	

	


[bookmark: _Toc36635832]
-Length of proceedings 
Foutas Aristidou group (11990/15) (STAND): This group of cases concerns the excessive length of criminal proceedings in 2010-2019. In 2023 in the new Irodotou case, the Court found an additional issue under Article 13 regarding the lack of an effective remedy against the length of criminal proceedings (violations of Articles 6 § 1 and 13). Un updated Action Plan/Report is awaited.
Presentation on Hudoc.exec: FOUTAS ARISTIDOU
Latest decisions: n/a
Latest submissions: DH-DD(2023)559 

II Anti-corruption framework 

GRECO (2 October 2023)
Evaluation Report
5th round: Preventing corruption and promoting integrity in central governments (top executive functions) and law enforcement agencies

MONEYVAL
2nd Enhanced Follow-up Report& Technical Compliance Re-Rating

[bookmark: _Toc36635845]III Media pluralism 

N/A 
[bookmark: _Toc36635858]IV Other institutional issues related to checks and balances 

N/A 
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