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[bookmark: _Toc36635809]I Justice System 


The European Commission for the Efficiency of Justice (CEPEJ) regularly collects data on judicial systems. These data concern in particular the “quality of justice” (B part below), “efficiency of justice systems” (C part below) and also some aspects of “independence” (A part below). 

The 2023 data have not been collected and quality checked in 2023. Nevertheless, CEPEJ published in 2023 country profiles for each EU country, based on 2021 data, and prepared in the framework of CEPEJ Study for the 2023 EU Justice Scoreboard  CEPEJ Country fiche - Scoreboard - Croatia
The 2022 data have been collected, quality checked and sent to DG-JUST in the framework of the 2024 EU Justice Scoreboard. The publication of the country profiles based on 2022 data will depend on final acceptation of the CEPEJ Study by DG-JUST. The CEPEJ Secretariat (christel.schurrer@coe.int)  remains at the disposal of European Commission for any question related to these data. 

Department for the implementation of human rights, justice and legal co-operation standards

Continuous work on the digitalisation of justice, including e-communication and on-line publication of judicial decisions (in particular though https://www.coe.int/en/web/national-implementation/by-default-optimisation-of-efficiency-and-quality-of-judicial-services-and-transparency-of-judicial), is expected to have a positive effect on the length of proceedings in the courts across Croatia and have an impact on the reduction of the case backlogs.
Secondments of Croatian judges to the ECtHR for them to get a better understanding of the Convention system and of the ECtHR’s working methods organised by the CoE; work is underway on strengtheining the Croatian the mediation system by bringing in best practives from other EU MS. 


Execution of judgments in Croatia 
	

	


-Length of proceedings 
Kirinčić and others (31386/17) (STAND) : excessively lengthy civil proceedings and lack of an effective remedy.
Presentation on Hudoc.exec: Kirinčić and Others 
Latest decisions: n/a
Latest submissions: DH-DD(2022)790


Department for the Implementation of Human Rights, Justice and Legal Co-operation standards
Digital transformation of the Croatian judiciary is on-going, inter alia in the areas of fostering e-communication with courts and on-line publication of judicial decisions, supported by several joint Projects of the European Union and Council of Europe. 

[bookmark: _Toc36635832]II Anti-corruption framework 
N/A

[bookmark: _Toc36635845]III Media pluralism 

CASE OF MESIĆ v. CROATIA (No. 2) 
Stjepan Mesić, the former President of Croatia, faced bribery allegations in Finland. A Croatian news portal suggested that Croatian authorities investigate Mesić's role, leading him to file a defamation lawsuit against the portal. Despite Mesić's claims, the Croatian courts dismissed the case, ordering him to cover the defendant's costs. Mesić then complained to the ECtHR. The ECtHR acknowledged the potential harm to Mesić's reputation but found that the Croatian courts appropriately balanced his privacy rights with the news portal's freedom of expression, especially considering Mesić’s role as a public figure. A dissenting opinion by Judge Kūris argued that the judgment set a low standard for protecting personality rights, criticising the media "trial" as irresponsible journalism due to lack of convictions in Finland or Croatia.
No violation of Article 10 ECHR

[bookmark: _Toc36635858]IV Other institutional issues related to checks and balances
N/A 
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