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[bookmark: _Toc36635809]I Justice System 

The European Commission for the Efficiency of Justice (CEPEJ) regularly collects data on judicial systems. These data concern in particular the “quality of justice” (B part below), “efficiency of justice systems” (C part below) and also some aspects of “independence” (A part below). 
The 2023 data have not been collected and quality checked in 2023. Nevertheless, CEPEJ published in 2023 country profiles for each EU country, based on 2021 data, and prepared in the framework of CEPEJ Study for the 2023 EU Justice Scoreboard CEPEJ Country fiche - Scoreboard - Romania
The 2022 data have been collected, quality checked and sent to DG-JUST in the framework of the 2024 EU Justice Scoreboard. The publication of the country profiles based on 2022 data will depend on final acceptation of the CEPEJ Study by DG-JUST. The CEPEJ Secretariat (christel.schurrer@coe.int)  remains at the disposal of European Commission for any question related to these data. 


Execution of judgments in Romania 

- Ensuring accountability and safeguarding independence in disciplinary procedures involving judges and prosecutors/ Independence/autonomy of the prosecution service
[bookmark: _Hlk54180280]Kövesi (3594/19) (CLOSED): Absence of an effective remedy under the domestic law, as interpreted by the Constitutional Court, against the premature termination of the applicant’s mandate as Chief Prosecutor of the National Anticorruption Directorate, prompted by her expression of legitimate public criticism of legislative reforms affecting the judiciary and exerting a “chilling effect” on other prosecutors and on judges. The supervision of this case was closed in 2023.
Presentation on Hudoc-Exec: Kövesi 
Final resolution: CM/ResDH(2023)129
Latest submissions: DH-DD(2023)453
Camelia Bogdan (36889/18) (CLOSED): Denial of access to a court due to the impossibility for the applicant, a former career judge, to challenge her automatic suspension from office while her appeal against her exclusion from the judiciary, as a disciplinary sanction, was being considered by the High Court of Cassation and Justice. The supervision of this case was closed in 2023.
Presentation on Hudoc-Exec: Camelia Bogdan 
Final resolution: CM/ResDH(2023)345
Latest submissions: DH-DD(2023)764
- Access to justice and the role of lawyers in the justice system
-Access to justice for victims of violence against women/domestic violence and of persons at risk of discrimination or in vulnerable situations
Bălşan (49645/09) (ENHA): Failure of the investigating, prosecuting and judicial authorities to properly investigate and punish repeated acts of domestic violence denounced by the applicant, against the background of insufficient action by Romania to tackle effectively the widespread phenomenon of domestic violence. The Court inter alia criticised the fact that the domestic courts had denied the applicant the services of a court‑appointed lawyer because they considered that legal representation for the victim was not necessary in such cases.
Presentation on Hudoc-Exec: Bălşan 
No developments in 2023, but above link provided for information.
E.B. (49089/10) (ENHA): Absence of a victim-sensitive investigation into the rape allegations of the applicant, a woman diagnosed with a psychosocial disability. The Court inter alia criticised the authorities’ failure to inform the applicant of her procedural rights and to provide her with free legal assistance and counselling. 
Presentation on Hudoc-Exec: E.B.
No developments in 2023, but above link provided for information.
Lingurar (48474/14) (ENHA): Disproportionate use of force against the applicants during a police raid on a Roma community, an operation found by the Court to disclose discriminatory ethnic profiling, and display by the competent authorities, including the prosecution and the courts, of racial bias having led to ineffective investigations and proceedings into these events, including the failure to examine the applicants’ allegations of ethnic profiling and racially motivated ill-treatment by law-enforcement agents. 
Presentation on Hudoc-Exec: Lingurar
No developments in 2023, but above link provided for information.
Centre for Legal Resources on behalf of Valentin Câmpeanu group (47848/08) (ENHA): Deficiencies in the legal protection system for adults with intellectual disabilities or with mental health conditions. These cases concern inter alia the ineffectiveness of the criminal investigation and the court proceedings into the death of the applicant at a neuropsychiatric hospital; the lack of access to any available remedy enabling such persons to bring complaints related to their health and treatment before the courts or other independent bodies; and the absence of effective legal representation and assistance for vulnerable adults with no relative able or willing to take over representation duties.
Presentation on Hudoc-Exec: Centre for Legal Resources on behalf of Valentin Câmpeanu
Latest decisions: CM/Del/Dec(2023)1468/H46-22
Latest submissions: DH-DD(2023)1168
M.C. and A.C.: Failure of the authorities to conduct an effective investigation, including into possible homophobic motives, of a physical and verbal attack on the applicants, which occurred after they had left a police-protected LGBTI rally.
Presentation on Hudoc-Exec: M.C. and A.C. 
Latest decisions: CM/Del/Dec(2021)1419/H46-27
Latest submissions: DH-DD(2023)451
-Child-friendly justice
[bookmark: _Hlk47088978]M.G.C. group (61495/11) (ENHA): Breaches of the State’s positive obligation to apply effectively a criminal-law system punishing non-consensual sexual acts when the victims are children. The Court has criticised the judicial authorities’ failure to analyse the validity of the applicants’ consent from the point of view of their age and mental capacity and to adopt a victim-centred approach, including by not ensuring effective legal representation and assistance by a court-appointed lawyer in the case of a Roma girl placed in an institution.
Presentation on Hudoc-Exec: M.G.C.
Latest decision: CM/Del/Dec(2020)1383/H46-15
Latest submissions: DH-DD(2023)1191
- Inclusiveness, quality and transparency of law-making and the legislative process
Străin and Others group (57001/00) (ENHA) and Văleanu (59012/17) (ENHA): Systemic deficiencies in the mechanisms set up in Romania as of 1990 to afford restitution or compensation for properties nationalised during the communist period. The European Court found this to warrant examination under the pilot judgment procedure and delivered such a judgment in 2010. Among many others, the Court criticised the complexity of the relevant legislation and the frequent changes made to it which had resulted in inconsistent judicial practice and in a general lack of legal certainty as to the interpretation of the core concepts. In the judgment rendered in 2023 in the case of Văleanu, the Court concluded that there still exists a structural problem as the restitution mechanism continues to fall short of being comprehensively effective and convincingly consistent.
Presentation on Hudoc-Exec: Străin and Văleanu
Latest decision: CM/Del/Dec(2022)1436/H46-20
Latest submissions: DH-DD(2023)90, DH-DD(2023)925 and DH-DD(2023)1294
- Accessibility, judicial review of administrative decisions
Cristian Teodorescu group (22883/05) and N. group (59152/08) (ENHA): Structural deficiencies linked to unlawful or arbitrary deprivations of liberty of patients involuntarily placed in psychiatric establishments as protective measures under the Mental Health Act (Cristian Teodorescu group), or as security measures under the Criminal Code (N. group), and insufficient safeguards against arbitrariness in involuntary placement proceedings, including the lack of effective legal assistance by court-appointed lawyers during the judicial review of the necessity to maintain such patients in psychiatric detention. The Court also criticised the absence of a remedy enabling involuntary patients to ask a judge to rule on the lawfulness and proportionality of the forcible administration of psychiatric treatment and to order its cessation.
Presentation on Hudoc-Exec: Cristian Teodorescu group and N. group
Latest decisions: CM/Del/Dec(2023)1468/H46-23 (referring to document H/Exec(2023)5)
Latest submissions: DH-DD(2023)1168
Bucur and Toma (40238/02) (ENHA): Lack of safeguards in the legislation on secret surveillance measures based on national security considerations, including the absence of domestic remedies enabling individuals to challenge the intelligence services’ retention of data on their private life and obtain the destruction of such data when unlawfully collected or no longer necessary to achieve the objective pursued.
Presentation on Hudoc-Exec: Bucur and Toma
Latest decision: CM/Del/Dec(2023)1475/H46-27
Latest submissions: DH-DD(2023)834
- Judicial review of administrative decisions in business-related scenarios
S.C. Uzinexport S.A. (No. 2) (15886/15) (STAND): Domestic courts’ failure to balance the competing interests at play when examining the applicant company’s claim that the imposition of a special exchange rate by a governmental decision had breached its property rights.
Presentation on Hudoc-Exec: S.C. Uzinexport S.A. (No. 2)
Latest submissions: DH-DD(2023)857
[bookmark: _Hlk152583900]- Implementation by the public administration and State institutions of final court decisions
Săcăleanu group (73970/01) (ENHA): longstanding structural dysfunctions related to the non-implementation or delayed implementation of final court decisions by the State or legal persons under the responsibility of the State.
Presentation on Hudoc-Exec: Săcăleanu
Latest decisions: DH-DD(2023)1459
Latest submissions: DH-DD(2023)1252  

CPT
In April 2022, the CPT published the report on its ad hoc visit to Romania carried out from 10 to 21 May 2021, together with the response of the Romanian authorities (press release). The CPT delegation carried out an ad hoc visit to Romania from 19 to 30 September 2022 (press release). 
[bookmark: _Toc36635832]II Anti-corruption framework 

GRECO (25 January 2023)
3rd Interim Compliance Report incl.Rule 34 
4th round: corruption prevention in respect of MPs, judges and prosecutors

GRECO (7 September 2023)
Evaluation Report 
5th round: Preventing corruption and promoting integrity in central governments (top executive functions) and law enforcement agencies

MONEYVAL
Fifth Round Mutual Evaluation Report

[bookmark: _Toc36635845]
III Media pluralism 


CASE OF PRICOPE v. ROMANIA 
Applicant (an economist) had been a contributor to a local television station and an online publication, catering mainly to the local community. He wrote a series of articles concerning alleged acts of corruption committed by a local businessman and newspaper.
[bookmark: _Int_lAAEjlEm]The ECtHR found that the national court’s decision to restrict the applicant’s freedom of expression was not supported by relevant and sufficient reasons and therefore was not necessary in a democratic society. Rather, the articles related to a matter of public interest and further noted the invalid reasoning in depriving the applicant of protection under Article 10 as he was not a ‘professional’ journalist, despite reporting on matters of public interest. 
Violation of Article 10 ECHR. 

[bookmark: _Toc36635858]IV Other institutional issues related to checks and balances 

PACE
The honouring of membership obligations to the Council of Europe by Romania
Res 2466 (2022)
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