Joint statement on the Withdrawal Agreement Joint Committee
meeting, 29 April 2025

The Minister for the Cabinet Office, Nick Thomas Symonds and
the European Commissioner Maro$ Seféovié gave a joint UK-EU
statement on 29 April 2025.

Joint statement by the co-chairs of the Withdrawal Agreement Joint
Committee, Minister for the Cabinet Office, the Rt Hon Nick Thomas-
Symonds MP and the European Commissioner Maro$ Seféovi¢, 29
April 2025:

The United Kingdom (UK) and European Union (EU) today held a
meeting of the Withdrawal Agreement Joint Committee in London.
The Joint Committee co-chairs took note of the state of play of the
Implementation of the Withdrawal Agreement since the last meeting
on 16 May 2024, renewing the EU and UK’s shared commitment to
the full, timely, and faithful implementation of the Agreement in all its
parts.

The co-chairs reiterated that citizens’ rights are a key joint priority. In
that spirit, the co-chairs warmly welcomed the legislative step taken by
the UK Government relating to legal clarity for EU citizens with status
under the EU Settlement Scheme and look forward to its practical
application. They highlighted the importance of ensuring a smooth
transition for citizens from temporary to permanent residence over the
course of the next two years. The co-chairs agreed to further
strengthen their ongoing cooperation on all citizens’ rights issues to
ensure that all citizens who are beneficiaries of the Withdrawal
Agreement can fully enjoy their rights now and in the future.

The co-chairs recalled the importance they attach to the full, timely,
and faithful implementation of the Windsor Framework for the benefit



of people and businesses in Northern Ireland, while continuing to
avoid a hard border on the island of Ireland and ensuring the
protection of the EU Single Market, to which Northern Ireland has a
unique access, and the integrity of the UK’s Internal Market.

They noted the considerable work undertaken to date in the
implementation of the Windsor Framework, having delivered benefits
across areas, including on agri-foods, trade, VAT and excise, and
engagement with stakeholders. They recalled specifically that, since
the last Withdrawal Agreement Joint Committee, the arrangements for
human medicines had started applying effective from 1 January 2025.
At the meeting today, they also completed important work on
safeguards allowing new customs facilitations on parcels and freight
to take effect on 1 May 2025.

They reiterated their unwavering commitment to stepping up the work
for the full delivery of safeguards underpinning the facilitations, in
particular in the agri-food area.

The co-chairs welcomed the Joint Committee newly adopted
decisions on the implementation of the Windsor Framework. Finally,
they adopted the Withdrawal Agreement Joint Committee Annual
Report for the year 2024.

The co-chairs agreed to continue working in a spirit of mutual trust
and remain in very close contact to achieve full delivery of the
Withdrawal Agreement and to strengthen bilateral relations in view of
the UK-EU Summit on 19 May 2025.



