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Monitoring the Application 
               of European Union Law

New late transposition infringement
cases opened in 2018
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 Health and food safety

 Taxation and customs

 Environment

 Internal market, industry,   
 entrepreneurship and SMEs

 Energy

 Mobility and transport

 Employment

 Other

New infringement cases opened in 2018:
main policy areas

1. Number of infringement cases due to failure to implement an EU Directive into national law on time.
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Relevant rulings of the European Courts:

More information: 
Staff working document of the European Commission - Annual Report 2018 ‘Monitoring the application of European Union Law’ (part III: 
Member States)

The Court ruled, amongst others, that the United Kingdom has not proposed a sufficient 
number of Sites of Community Importance under the Habitats Directive for the species 
harbour porpoise. It has thereby failed to contribute to the creation of the Natura 2000 
network in proportion to the representation of the habitats of that species within its territory2.

In preliminary rulings, the Court held, amongst others, that 
• A prohibition on placing on the market tobacco products for oral use is intended not 

to restrict the right to health but, on the contrary, to give expression to that right and, 
consequently, to ensure a high level of protection of health for all consumers3.

• A risk of deterioration in the health of a non-EU national is not sufficient to warrant 
that person being granted subsidiary protection, unless that person would face a 
real risk of being intentionally deprived of health care if returned to their country of 
origin4.

• A person who has changed gender cannot be required to annul the marriage which 
he or she entered into before that change of gender in order to be entitled to receive 
a retirement pension at the age provided for persons of the sex which he or she has 
acquired5.

2.    Council Directive 92/43/EEC, Commission v United Kingdom, C-669/16.
3.    Swedish Match, C-151/17 and press release No. 41/18.
4.  MP (subsidiary protection of a person previously a victim of torture), C-353/16.
5.    MB (sex change and retirement pension), C-451/16.

https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/annual-reports-monitoring-application-eu-law_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A31992L0043
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=206894&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=8266770
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&num=c-151/17&td=ALL
https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2018-04/cp180041en.pdf
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?oqp=&for=&mat=or&jge=&td=%3BALL&jur=C%2CT%2CF&num=C-353%252F16&page=1&dates=&pcs=Oor&lg=&pro=&nat=or&cit=none%252CC%252CCJ%252CR%252C2008E%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252Ctrue%252Cfalse%252Cfalse&language=en&avg=&cid=6367458
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?oqp=&for=&mat=or&jge=&td=%3BALL&jur=C%2CT%2CF&num=C-451%252F16&page=1&dates=&pcs=Oor&lg=&pro=&nat=or&cit=none%252CC%252CCJ%252CR%252C2008E%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252Ctrue%252Cfalse%252Cfalse&language=fr&avg=&cid=10006124

