
 
 

Minutes of 9th meeting of the Informal Working Group on Halloumi/Hellim 

11 June 2025 

 

The 9th meeting of the Informal Working Group on Halloumi/Hellim, i.e. the second meeting 

of its second assembly, was held on 11 June 2025 in the Home4Cooperation in Nicosia. The 

meeting was chaired in person by DG REGIO in the presence of 5 members of the Working 

Group and an observer from Sustainable Food Systems Ireland. Relevant Commission 

services participated on-line in the meeting, including co-chair DG AGRI.   The new 

representative from DG SANTE introduced himself to the Working Group.   

The Working Group adopted the Draft agenda shared in advance of the meeting. 

Members shared information on recent developments relevant to the PDO scheme and the 

Working Group. The lack of progress with the delegation of powers to Bureau Veritas France 

for conducting relevant Union public health and animal health requirement inspections and 

controls in the Turkish Cypriot community was noted.  The inspections and controls are 

needed to open the possibility for the full participation of Turkish Cypriot food business 

operators in the Halloumi/Hellim PDO scheme. 

As concerns ways to increase the quantities of small ruminants’ milk available for the PDO 

scheme, it was proposed to focus on basic solutions such as improving existing farming 

practices and increasing the price of sheep and goat milk.  

The process of amending PDO specifications was discussed in detail. DG AGRI explained 

the legal basis and nature of temporary amendments, emphasising that such amendments are 

envisaged in the European legislation as a short-term remedy addressing urgent and particular 

needs which impact the ability of producers to apply the original recipe (for example in cases 

of natural disasters, market distortions and/or specific sanitary measures).  The Commission 

needs to be informed of any temporary amendment which becomes applicable law in the rest 

of the territory of the EU upon publication in the EU Official Journal. It was noted that, 

contrary to the rules in place, the Commission has not been informed of any temporary 

amendment of the Halloumi/Hellim PDO specifications since July 2024. Working Group 

members were also reminded that any producer group composed of producers of the product 

designated by the PDO can propose to the Competent Authority an amendment to the PDO 

specifications. 

Working group member Mr. Marios Konstantinou made a presentation on Halloumi/Hellim 

PDO production capacities in the Greek Cypriot community (see Annex 1).  The ensuing 

discussion centred mostly on the possibility for joint bi-communal work to develop a 

common proposal for an amended PDO recipe, which would tackle the joint challenge of a 

lack of sufficient small ruminants’ milk to produce at scale the original PDO recipe. 

Working group member Ms. Nasia Alexandrou made a presentation on laboratory tests of 

authenticity/composition of raw materials (see Annex 2). The presentation opened up 

reflections on the possible applicability of the method throughout the island. 

The meeting concluded at an optimistic note regarding the prospects of finding common 

ground among producers across Cyprus on a joint PDO recipe.   

Ms. Pomoell-Segurola thanked members for their valuable contributions and cooperation.  



 
 

The next meeting of the Working Group was tentatively announced for 26 September 2025 in 

the physical presence of colleagues from DG AGRI. The Chair expressed openness to host an 

earlier Working Group meeting if need requested by the members to discuss proposals for 

revised PDO specifications. 

The minutes will be posted on the Commission’s website.  



 
 

Annex 1: List of members participating in the 8th meeting of the Informal Working 

Group on Halloumi/Hellim: 

 

Working Group Members: 

 

· Alexandrou, Nasia  

· Andrea, Christo  

· Ergüven, Mustafa  

· Konstantinou, Marios  

· Öztürk, Kemal 

 

 

 

From the Commission: 

 

· Pomoell-Segurola, Jutta, DG REGIO – Chair of meeting 

· Cianfoni, Luca, DG AGRI – Co-chair (participating online) 

· Karampella, Theodora, DG AGRI – (participating online) 

· Bloemendal, Jan, DG SANTE (participating online) 

· Castelló Corvillo, Javier, DG REGIO 

· Buza-Vidas, Marina, DG REGIO 

 

 

 

Observers: 

· Parker, Michael, Sustainable Food Systems Ireland 

 

  



 
 

Annex II: Presentation made by Marios Konstantinou 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

  



 
 

Annex III: Presentation by Nasia Alexandrou 
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