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Goods produced in Northern Ireland have a unique access to the EU’s Single Market – the biggest 
and most powerful trading bloc in the world. Access to the EU’s Single Market is free. Northern Ireland 
does not have to pay for this. 

A. No import duties, no customs formalities, no regulatory compliance checks or controls on goods moving from 
Northern Ireland to the EU. 

B. No Value Added Tax (VAT) is to be paid for movements of goods from Northern Ireland to the EU. 

C. Companies established in the rest of the UK have to deal with customs, VAT formalities and regulatory compliance 
checks or controls when trading with the EU. They also have to present a certificate of preferential origin to benefit 
from zero-duty treatment on their goods exported to the EU. 

Northern Ireland is part of the UK’s internal market. The Protocol does not prevent the UK from ensuring 
unfettered market access for goods moving from Northern Ireland to other parts of the UK’s internal market.

Northern Irish goods have access to both EU and UK markets - 
representing a market of more than 500 million consumers 
with unparalleled purchasing power. 

Northern Ireland has access to the UK’s free trade deals. 
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5 Northern Ireland is guaranteed continued access to EU 

energy markets and, therefore, a secure supply of energy, thanks 
to the Single Electricity Market.

This unique market situation, an advanced legal system, some of the 
best universities in Europe, advanced telecoms infrastructure, a pro-
business environment, competitive operating costs and proximity to 
major markets make Northern Ireland a unique place to invest in.
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