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Subject: Slide on customs controls.  

Origin: European Commission, Task Force for the Preparation and Conduct of 

the Negotiations with the United Kingdom under Article 50 TEU. 

Objective: Presented at the Council Working Party (Art. 50) on 18 May and to the 

European Parliament Brexit Steering Group on 15 May. 

Remarks: This slide highlights the checks and controls that need to be carried out 

on goods entering, transiting or leaving the customs territory of the 

European Union. These controls are carried out by customs authorities, 

in close cooperation with other competent authorities, at the external 

border of the European Union. This slide also shows what checks and 

controls are not required if there is a customs union between the EU 

and a third country.  

N.B.: Note that in the case of a customs union, the levying of customs 

duties is removed and proof of free circulation is required instead of 

rules of origin. All other checks and controls are still necessary. This is 

indicated in red in the below slide.  
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