
 

 

John WATSON 

Nationality 
 
Irish 
 

Academic qualifications:  1991 – 1992: Masters in Advanced European Economic Studies 

College of Europe 
 

 1988 – 1990: Masters in International Relations 

University of Oxford, Magdalen College 
 

 1985 – 1988: Masters in Economics 

University of Cambridge, Pembroke College 
 

Professional experience in 
the European Institutions 

 Since  1 January 2021: Deputy Secretary-General “Inter-institutional & 
External Relations” - Secretariat-General (SG) 

 
 10/2018 – 12/2020: Director – Single Market and Connectivity – Secretariat-

General 
 
 Since 09/2019: Acting Commission Representative in COREPER II 

 
 09/2018 – 10/2019: Responsible for Brexit Preparedness 

 
 07/2017 – 09/2018: Director “Better Regulation and Work Programme” – 

Secretariat-General 
 

 01/2014 – 06/2017: Adviser, Commission Representative to COREPER I, 

Secretariat-General 
 

 10/2010 – 12/2013: Head of Unit “Policy Co-ordination” – Secretariat 

General 
 

 01/2008 – 11/2010: Head of Unit - “Better Regulation” – Secretariat 

General 
 

 09/2007 – 12/2007: Policy Officer – Telecommunications and Spectrum Unit 

– Directorate-General “Communications Networks, Content and Technology” 
(CONNECT) 

 
 07/2006 – 08/2007: Member of Cabinet, Cabinet of D. Hübner - 

Commissioner for Regional Policy 
 

 06/2001 – 06-2006: Assistant to Deputy Director-General (P. Zangl) and 

then Director-General (F. Colasanti), DG CONNECT 
 

 05/1997 – 05/2001: Policy Officer, Monetary Union and Financial Markets, 

Directorate-General “Economic and Financial Affairs” (DG ECFIN) 
 

 02/1995 – 04/1997: Policy Officer, European Social Fund, Directorate-

General “Employment” (DG EMPL) 
 
 

Professional experience 
before joining the 

European Institutions 
 

 09/1992 – 01/1995: Academic assistant, Economics Department, College of 

Europe. 

Language Skills  English (mother tongue) 
 

 French 
 Italian, German 

 

 


