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Banafsheh Geretzki is the Chief Audit Executive and Director of Internal Audit at the European 
Central Bank (ECB), where she leads the Internal Audit and Internal Investigation functions. She 
also serves as the Chair of the Internal Auditors Committee of the Eurosystem , the European 
System of Central Banks (ESCB), and the Single Supervisory Mechanism (SSM), promoting 
strong governance, transparency, and accountability across Europe’s central banking and 
supervisory community. 

Before joining the ECB, Ms Geretzki  served as EMEA Co -Head of Official Institutions at 
BlackRock, advising central banks, sovereign funds and European institutions on risk 
management, regulatory frameworks, and systemic financial stability. She led major European 
bank restructuring and resolution projects – including Greece’s banking sector stabilisation, the 
establishment of Spain’s national asset management company SAREB, and the design and 
implementation of Cyprus’s financial sector bail-in framework – contributing to the restoration 
of confidence and resilience in Europe’s banking systems. 

She began her career in investment banking at Morgan Stanley in London, specialising in 
mergers and acquisitions, and later worked in private equity in London, Frankfurt, and New York 
further deepening her expertise in financial institutions and complex transactions. 

Recognised for her contributions to financial stability and governance, Ms Geretzki was named 
a Young Global Leader by the World Economic Forum (WEF) in 2014. She continues to play an 
active role in international dialogue on governance, internal audit, and financial resilience, 
combining strategic insight, technical expertise, and a deep commitment to transparency and 
innovation in strengthening global financial systems. 


