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- 22.3 million of SMEs 
 
- SMEs are 99.8% of the total 
number of companies in EU 
 
- 90 million people employed by 
SMEs (67% of total) 
 

Small and Medium-sized Enterprises in EU 



Most important problem for SMEs in EU 

percentage of respondents that considered those problems as most important for their enterprise in the past six months 
Data from "Survey on the Access to Finance of Enterprises (SAFE)" 

November 2020, http://ec.europa.eu/growth/safe  

http://ec.europa.eu/growth/safe


SMEs in the European Union - 
market conditions 

 



percentage of respondents that considered those sources of financing as relevant, that is, have 
you used them in the past or considered using them in the future 

Data from "Survey on the Access to Finance of Enterprises (SAFE)" 
November 2020, http://ec.europa.eu/growth/safe  

Relevant and used financing for SMEs 

http://ec.europa.eu/growth/safe


Bank loans: applications and outcome 

Data from "Survey on the Access to Finance of Enterprises (SAFE)" 
November 2020, http://ec.europa.eu/growth/safe  

http://ec.europa.eu/growth/safe


The EU response 



SURE/ESM Pandemic 
Crisis Support/EIB 
Guarantee Fund 

• EUR 540 billion 

• 3 safety nets for 
workers, 
businesses and 
sovereigns  

Next Generation EU 

• EUR 750 
billion 

• Temporarily 
lifting the own 
resources 
ceiling 

Multiannual Financial 
Framework 2021-2027 

• Reinforced 
MFF - EUR 
1100 billion 

Recovery package 

State Aid Temporary Framework                                                              
Stability and Growth Pact waiver 



2014-2020 Financial Instruments for SMEs 

10 



How do EU financial instruments work  
in practice 



www.access2finance.eu 



www.access2finance.eu 



InvestEU 2021-2027 



Specific objectives of the SME window 
 Increase access to and availability of finance for European SMEs and small 

mid-caps 

 Providing support for SMEs and small mid-caps for which access to finance 
problem is the most pronounced: 

 start-ups  

 younger and smaller companies  

 SMEs lacking sufficient collateral  

 Promoting the implementation of specific Union's policy priorities, e.g. in the 
areas of: 

 Innovation  

 Digitalisation  

 Cultural and creative industries 
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• Unlock investment: for companies, SMEs, infrastructure, long term investment 
and support the Commission's Investment Plan 
 
 

• Better connect savings to growth across borders: MS with both small and large 
capital markets have much to gain; 
 
 

• Make the financial system more stable: developed capital markets can cushion 
the impact of a contraction in bank lending; 
 

• Deepen integration and increase competition: supporting EMU, lowering costs 
and increasing competitiveness. 

 

A key contribution to jobs and growth 



Thank you! 


