
 

Pia AHRENKILDE-HANSEN 

 
Nationality 

 
Danish 

Academic qualifications  1987 - 1990:  Master of Science in International Business Administration and Modern 
Languages, COPENHAGEN BUSINESS SCHOOL. Political science, business, 
communication, languages. Specialised in European affairs and communication. Thesis 
on European Identity - the impact of cultural factors on European political co-operation. 

 1984 - 1987: Bachelor of Science in Business Administration and Modern Languages, 
COPENHAGEN BUSINESS SCHOOL 

 1982 - 1983: Certificat d’Etudes Politiques, INSTITUT D’ETUDES POLITIQUES DE 
PARIS 

Professional experience 
in the European 

Institutions 

 Since 16/09/2023: Director General – DG Education, Youth, Sport and Culture (EAC) 

 03/2019 – 09/2023: Director-General – DG Communication (COMM) 

 05/2018 – 03/2019: Deputy Secretary-General – Secretariat General (SG) 

 03/ 2018 - 05 /2018: Principal Adviser – Secretariat General 

 11/2014 – 02/2018: Director for Representations in Member States. DG 
Communication (COMM) 

 11/2009 - 10/2014:  Chief Spokeswoman of the European Commission.  
Spokespersons' Service - DG Communication 

 11/2004 – 10/2009: Deputy Chief Spokeswoman and Head of the SPP Planning 
Group. From May 2006 Head of Unit of the SPP Coordination and Planning Unit.   
Spokespersons' Service - DG Communication 

 07/2004 – 11/2004:  Spokeswoman - Transition team of President-designate José 
Manuel Barroso. 

 01/2004 – 07/2004: Spokesperson assisting the Chief Spokesperson of the 
Commission. - Press and Communication Service. 

 09/1999 – 12/2003:  Spokeswoman for Environment and European Commissioner 
Margot Wallström - Press and Communication Service. 

 07/1999 – 09/1999:  Transition team member/spokesperson - Transition team of 
President-designate Romano Prodi. 

 1997 – 1999: Representations in Member States - Co-ordination of Representations in 
the Member States – former DG X-B-1 

 1995 – 1997: Competitiveness - Industrial aspects of competition. Responsible for 
international aspects, regulation, deregulation, trade and competition, enlargement, 
industry relations, training – former DG III-A-6 

Professional experience 
before joining the 

European Institutions 

 1992 – 1995: MARKET ACCESS EUROPE - EU Public Affairs consultancy - Senior 
Consultant, Associate Director, member of the Board. Public affairs strategy, political 
communication. Media, international development and personnel 

 1992: CABINET STEWART - EU Public Affairs consultancy, Brussels. Consultant. EU 
public affairs strategies and programmes 

 1991- 1992: COLLEGE OF EUROPE (Bruges). Researcher/member of INFO’ 92 team 
(managed by DG III and the Legal Service of the Commission). 

Others  1990: Co-author of “KULTUR/RETUR” - on the use of intercultural communication skills 
in international business and organisations; published by Samfundslitteratur, 
Copenhagen. 

 1989 – 1990: EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT: Schuman scholar, Directorate General for 
Research (Luxembourg). 

 1988 – 1989: COPENHAGEN BUSINESS SCHOOL: Lecturer on Corporate Culture, 
Information & Communication 

Language Skills  Danish (mother tongue) 

 English - French (Fluent)  

 German - Swedish 


