
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Ilkka SALMI 
 
 
 

Nationality 
 
Finnish 
 

Academic 
qualifications 

➢ 06/1993: Master in International and Comparative Law (LL.M), Vrije Universiteit 
Brussel - Brussels, Belgium 

➢ 06/1992: Master of Laws, University of Turku – Turku, Finland 
 

Professional 
experience in the 

European Institutions 

➢ Since 01/02/2024: Deputy Director-General for “Security, Workplace & 
Wellbeing” – Directorate-General for Human Resources and Security (HR), 
European Commission – Brussels, Belgium 

➢ 10/2021 – 01/2024: EU Counter-terrorism Coordinator, General Secretariat of the 
Council, European Council – Brussels, Belgium 

➢ 01/2020 – 09/2021: Director for Disaster Preparedness and Prevention, European 
Commission – Brussels, Belgium 
➢ 04-11/2020: Acting Director for Emergency Management and rescEU 

➢ 01/2016 – 06/2018: Director for Security, European Commission – Brussels, 
Belgium 

➢ 02/2011 – 12/2015 : Director for EU Intelligence and Situation Centre, European 
External Action Service – Brussels, Belgium 
 

Professional 
experience before 

joining the European 
Institutions 

➢ 07/2018 – 01/2020: Permanent Secretary, Ministry of the Interior of Finland – 
Helsinki, Finland 

➢ Finnish Security Intelligence Service: 
➢ 12/2007 – 02/2011: Director – Helsinki, Finland 
➢ 10/2005 – 04/2007: Chief of General Staff – Helsinki, Finland 
➢ 01/2004 – 09/2005: Head of the Security Office – Helsinki, Finland 
➢ 01-02/2004, 09/2004-04/2005: Deputy Director, Preventive measures and 

planning – Helsinki, Finland 
➢ 12/2002 – 12/2003: Chief Superintendent – Helsinki, Finland 

➢ Ministry of the Interior and Prime Minister’s Office: 
➢ 05 – 11/2007: Special Adviser to the Minister of the Interior – Helsinki, 

Finland 
➢ 01 – 11/2002: Ministerial Adviser – Helsinki, Finland 
➢ 05 – 12/2001: Special Adviser to the Minister of the Interior - Helsinki, 

Finland 
➢ 03/2000 – 04/2001: Lawyer, Attorney-at-Law, Sumentola & Itälä Oy, Attorneys-at-

Law – Turku, Finland 
➢ Parliament of Finland:  

➢ 10/1998 – 03/2000: Representative of the Parliament of Finland to the EU, 
Head of the Finnish Parliament’s Office in Brussels – Brussels, Belgium 

➢ 05/1996 – 09/1998: Counsel to the Foreign Affairs Committee – Helsinki, 
Finland 

➢ 04 – 09/1997: Counsel to the Defence Committee – Helsinki, Finland 
➢ 09/1997 – 09/1998: Secretary, District Court Clerk and Trainee District Judge, 

Vakka-Suomi District Court – Mynämäki, Finland 
➢ 02/1995 – 04/1996: Assistant to MEP Kyösti Toivonen - Brussels, Belgium 
➢ 06/1994 – 01/1995: Legislative Secretary, Parliament of Finland, National 

Coalition Party Parliamentary Group - Helsinki, Finland 
➢ 08/1993 – 05/1994: Lawyer, Juha Mäkitalo Oy, Attorneys-at-Law - Helsinki/Turku, 

Finland 
 

Language Skills Finnish (mother tongue) 
➢ Swedish 
➢ English 
➢ French 

 


