
 

Koen DOENS 

Nationality  Belgian 

Academic qualifications 
 09/1990 – 06/1991: Master in International Politics – Antwerp 

University – UIA – Antwerp, Belgium  

 09/1986 – 06/1987: Master in Classical Philology – Katholieke 
Universiteit – KUL – Leuven, Belgium  

 09/1983 – 06/1986: Bachelor in Classical Philology – Antwerp 
University - UFSIA – Antwerp, Belgium 

Professional experience in 
the European Institutions 

 Since October 2019: Director-General - Directorate-General 
“International Partnerships” (INTPA) previously named "International 
Development and Cooperation” (DEVCO) 

 

 March 2018 to September 2019: Deputy Director-General - 
Directorate-General "International Development and Cooperation” 
(DEVCO) 

 11/2014 – 02/2018: Director EU/AU Relations, East and Southern 
Africa and Indian Ocean, Head of the Task Force Post-Cotonou 
(DEVCO)  

 02/2010 – 10/2014: Director, Head of the Spokespersons Service 
(SPP)  

 11/2009 – 01/2010: Specific assignment to the DG of DG DEV (effects 
of the economic & financial crisis on developing countries) (DEV)  

 11/2007 – 10/2009: Head of Cabinet of the Commissioner in charge 
of Development Cooperation and Humanitarian Aid (Louis MICHEL, 
then Karel DE GUCHT)  

 11/2004 – 11/2007: Deputy Head of Cabinet of the Commissioner in 
Charge of Development Cooperation and Humanitarian Aid (Louis 
MICHEL)  

 09/2004 – 11/2004: Deputy Head of Cabinet of the Commissioner in 
charge of RTD (Phillipe BUSQUIN, then Louis MICHEL) 

Professional experience 
before joining the 
European Institutions 

 07/2004 – 09/2004: Counsellor in charge of Transatlantic Relations, 
Russia and Eastern Europe, OSCE, United Nations, WTO, Terrorism – 
Cabinet of the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Belgium, Karel DE GUCHT  

 08/2003 – 07/2004: Counsellor in charge of Transatlantic Relations, 
Russia and Eastern Europe, OSCE, United Nations, WTO, Terrorism – 



Cabinet of the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Belgium, Louis MICHEL  

 08/2001 – 08/2003: Counsellor in charge of Multilateral Trade – 
Cabinet of the Minister for Foreign Trade of Belgium, Annemie NEYTS  

 08/1998 – 08/2001: Head of the economic section of the Belgian 
Embassy in Moscow – Embassy of Belgium in Moscow (Russian 
Federation)  

 08/1997 – 12/1997: Chargé d'Affaires at the Belgian Embassy in 
Teheran – Embassy of Belgium in Teheran (Iran)  

 08/1994 – 08/1998: Diplomat at the Belgian Embassy in Damascus – 
Embassy of Belgium in Damascus (Syria)  

 01/1993 – 08/1994: Diplomat at the Belgian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs – Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Belgium 

Other professional 
activities 

 Professor Latin and Greek  
01/1989 - 06/1990: College Eucharistisch Hart (Essen-Belgium)  
11/1988 – 02/1989: Klein Seminarie (Hoogstraten – Belgium)  
 

 11/1987 – 10/1988: Military service – Belgian Army 

Language Skills  Dutch (mother tongue)  
 French, English, Spanish, German 

 


