
New complaints against Finland rose again in 2016 after the previous year’s sharp fall. The number of open 
infringement cases rose sharply to only slightly above its 2012 peak. New infringement cases for late transposi-
tion doubled. By contrast, the number of new EU Pilot files fell to its lowest level ever.
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In preliminary rulings, the Court held, amongst others, that when assessing whether the name of a spirit drink 
can be classified as an ‘evocation’ of a protected geographical indication, national courts must refer to the 
perception of the average European consumer who is reasonably well informed, observant and circumspect, 
and must take into consideration the phonetic and visual relationship between the names concerned and any 
evidence showing that such a relationship is not fortuitous. Evocation may exist even in the absence of any 
likelihood of confusion between the products concerned. The Court clarified these aspects in a case about the 
marketing of a Finnish spirit drink named ‘Verlados’.¹

More information: 
Staff working document of the European Commission - Annual Report 2016 “Monitoring the application of Union Law” (part II: Member States)

1 Regulation (EC) No 110/2008, Viiniverla, C-75/15.

Relevant rulings of the European Courts:

https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/annual-reports-monitoring-application-eu-law_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/annual-reports-monitoring-application-eu-law_en
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1487856283165&uri=CELEX:32008R0110
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?pro=&nat=or&oqp=&dates=&lg=&language=en&jur=C%2CT%2CF&cit=none%252CC%252CCJ%252CR%252C2008E%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252Ctrue%252Cfalse%252Cfalse&num=C-75%252F15&td=%3BALL&pcs=Oor&avg=&page=1&mat=or&jge=&for=&cid=700811

