
 

Stefano SANNINO 

Nationality 
 

Italian 
 

Academic qualifications ➢ 1986 Laurea in Political Sciences, University of Naples, Italy 

Professional experience 
in the European 

Institutions 

➢ Since February 2025: Director-General, Directorate-General for 
the Middle East, North Africa, Gulf (DG MENA) 

➢ 2021 – 2024: Secretary-General, European External Action Service 
(EEAS) 

➢ 2016 – 2020: Ambassador, Embassy of Italy to Spain and Andorra 
➢ 2013 – 2016: Permanent Representative, Permanent 

Representation of Italy to the EU 
➢ 2010 – 2013: Director-General, DG Enlargement 
➢ 2009 – 2010: Deputy Director-General for Asia and Latin America, 

DG RELEX 
➢ 2008 – 2009: Director for Latin America, DG RELEX 
➢ 2006 – 2008: Diplomatic Adviser and Personal Representative to 

G8 Summits, Cabinet of the Italian Prime Minister Romano Prodi 
➢ 2004 – 2006: Director for Crisis Management and Representative at 

the Political and Security Committee, DG RELEX 
➢ 2002 – 2004: Member of Cabinet for External Relations and 

Trade, Cabinet of the President of the European Commission 
Romano Prodi 

Professional experience 
before joining the 

European Institutions 

➢ 2001 – 2002: Ambassador and Head of Mission, OSCE Mission 
Belgrade 

➢ 1998 – 2001: Diplomatic Adviser and Head of Cabinet of the 
Minister for Foreign Trade, Ministry of Foreign Trade, Italy 

➢ 1996 – 1998: Head of the Secretariat of the Under-Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Italy 

➢ 1994 – 1996: Deputy Head of Mission, Italian Embassy Belgrade 
➢ 1986: Entry into the Italian diplomatic service 

Language skills 

Italian (mother tongue) 

➢ English 
➢ French 
➢ Spanish 

 


