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Monitoring the Application 
               of European Union Law

New late transposition infringement
cases opened in 2018
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New infringement cases opened in 2018:
main policy areas

1. Number of infringement cases due to failure to implement an EU Directive into national law on time.
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Relevant rulings of the European Courts:

More information: 
Staff working document of the European Commission - Annual Report 2018 ‘Monitoring the application of European Union Law’ (part III: 
Member States)

In preliminary rulings, the Court held, amongst others, that:
• Member States can decide to base the allocation of fishing quotas under the Common 

Fisheries Policy Regulation2 in connection with the Charter of Fundamental Rights 
of the EU, on the criterion of historic catches, but not exclusively on that criterion. 
Such an allocation method is permitted if it pursues one or more general interests 
recognised by the EU and respects the principle of proportionality3.

• With regard to the handling of potential collusion within a public procurement 
procedure, contracting authorities observing indications of potential collusion are 
obliged to verify them sufficiently, but the related tenderers submitting offers in the 
same procedure are not obliged to spontaneously disclose details of their links4.

• Technical specifications in public procurement cannot be tailored to an individual 
provider. It is up to contracting authorities/entities to assure fair competition, either 
through a detailed technical description or functional specification, or by defining an 
outcome, or through a combination of them5.

2 Regulation (EU) 1380/2013.
3 Spika and Others, C-540/16.
4 Specializuotas transportas, C-531/16.
5 Roche Lietuva, C-413/17.

https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/annual-reports-monitoring-application-eu-law_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:02013R1380-20171120
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?oqp=&for=&mat=or&jge=&td=%3BALL&jur=C%2CT%2CF&num=C-540%252F16&page=1&dates=&pcs=Oor&lg=&pro=&nat=or&cit=none%252CC%252CCJ%252CR%252C2008E%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252Ctrue%252Cfalse%252Cfalse&language=en&avg=&cid=1883910
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?oqp=&for=&mat=or&jge=&td=%3BALL&jur=C%2CT%2CF&num=C-531%252F16&page=1&dates=&pcs=Oor&lg=&pro=&nat=or&cit=none%252CC%252CCJ%252CR%252C2008E%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252Ctrue%252Cfalse%252Cfalse&language=en&avg=&cid=8582251
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?oqp=&for=&mat=or&jge=&td=%3BALL&jur=C%2CT%2CF&num=C-413%252F17&page=1&dates=&pcs=Oor&lg=&pro=&nat=or&cit=none%252CC%252CCJ%252CR%252C2008E%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252Ctrue%252Cfalse%252Cfalse&language=en&avg=&cid=8584462

