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[bookmark: _Toc36283376][bookmark: _Toc471358842]1. Background
This call supports projects that connect different generations around the theme of media literacy in rural areas and small to medium towns (population of under 50 000) in Bulgaria, Romania, Greece and Cyprus. Each project must actively involve at least two of the three primary demographic groups (children and young people under the age of 25, adults (25-64), older people (65 and above)) in a series of meaningful joint activities on the theme of media literacy in a trusted local space.
The first goal of these projects should be to build trust across generations, as a building block of resilient democracy. European societies face profound demographic and social challenges and building this trust will be key to facing these challenges and overcoming generational polarisation. By learning together and openly discussing common challenges, communities can foster empathy, break down barriers, and build stronger bonds. 
The second goal is to provide participants with guidance and tools to raise their media literacy skills. Across generations, people face new challenges in accessing information. Children and young people grow up with almost unlimited access to information, but that information is not always accurate, and it can be difficult to navigate, particularly given the power of social media algorithms and the increasing role of generative AI. All generations can experience information overload, which often leads to news avoidance. Those with lower digital literacy, many of whom are older, may also have difficulty in accessing reliable information given the challenges faced by traditional media, particularly the regional media that have historically played an important role in rural areas. 
Trusted local spaces are settings within a community where community members feel safe and respected and are comfortable meeting, engaging with each other, and discussing different topics. They may be publicly accessible (e.g. library or community centre), or semi-public (e.g. care home, school) provided that the trusted local space can facilitate the building of trust and social connection among its participants. Such spaces are crucial to facilitating democratic, social and political life, offering a place for communities to come together, and yet there is increasing concern that public space is diminishing across many countries.
This grant will fund projects that bring different age groups together to explore how to better navigate the information space, including both digital and traditional media, and develop critical thinking skills. These projects will provide practical guidance and foster dialogue on media literacy issues and equip them with relevant and trustworthy tools. As well as those directly involved in the project, there will be indirect benefits for families, educators, caregivers, and local community members from strengthened cohesion and media literacy.

[bookmark: _Toc1610247953][bookmark: _Toc1609551062]2. Objectives — Themes and priorities — Activities that can be funded — Expected impact
[bookmark: _Toc611482761][bookmark: _Toc975096120]a. Objectives
The overall objective of this call is to build a sense of community and intergenerational trust through creative projects that promote media literacy, with a focus on people living in rural areas and small to medium towns. This is a pilot programme, with the aim of generating insights and ideas that can be employed in other Member States beyond the pilot period.
The specific objectives are to:
1. Build a sense of community and intergenerational trust – Foster dialogue, solidarity, and collaboration across age groups to reduce isolation, challenge stereotypes, and increase participation in community life. Approaches that encourage active participation are encouraged.
2. Increase media literacy and critical thinking – Equip the target groups with skills to critically navigate digital and traditional media, to be aware of responsible media use, and to recognise online scams and disinformation. 
3. Encourage the use of trusted local spaces – Project must take place in a setting within a community where community members feel safe and respected and are comfortable meeting, engaging with each other, and discussing different topics. This may be publicly accessible (e.g. library or community centre), or semi-public (e.g. care home, school) provided that the trusted local space can facilitate the building of trust and social connection among its participants. 

[bookmark: _Toc1037318990][bookmark: _Toc711400805]b. Expected impact
Applicants must propose at least four key performance indicators in Application Form B (Annex 2) to quantify the impact of the project in terms of: 
· number of people reached (including demographic mix);  
· active engagement of members of all targeted age groups; 
· improved media literacy among participants;
· increased use of the trusted local space.

[bookmark: _Toc660801768][bookmark: _Toc1598768639]3. Available budget
The estimated available call budget is EUR 200 000.
The call will fund four projects in Romania, Bulgaria, Cyprus or Greece (one project per country), each for EUR 50 000.
The Commission reserves the right not to award all available funds, depending on the proposals received and the results of the evaluation.

[bookmark: _Toc1873322417][bookmark: _Toc1004332209]4. Timetable and deadlines
	Timetable and deadlines (indicative)

	Publication of call:
	12 December 2025

	Deadline for submission of proposals:
	6 February 2026– 17:00 CET (Brussels)

	Evaluation:
	9 March 2026

	Information on evaluation results:
	18 March 2026

	GA signature:
	26 March 2026


 
[bookmark: _Toc385316341][bookmark: _Toc1624153914]5. Admissibility and documents
Proposals must be submitted before the call deadline 6 February 2026.
You can submit your proposal in any official EU language. The call is published in English in all four targeted countries. The Greek/Romanian/Bulgarian version is a translation of the original in English for information purposes only. In case of a discrepancy, the English original will prevail. For reasons of efficiency, we recommend that you use English for the entire application if possible. If you need the call documentation in another official EU language, please submit a request within 10 days after call publication (for the contact information,  see Call for proposals section 11).  

Proposals must be submitted using the forms attached to the call, taking into consideration the guidance (Annex 6).
Proposals must be complete and contain all the requested information and all required annexes and supporting documents attached as PDF files:
· Application Form A (Annex 1) — contains administrative information about the participants (beneficiaries and affiliated entities)  
· Application Form B (Annex 2)— contains the technical description of the project 
· Questionnaire (Annex 3)
· Declaration of Honour (DoH) (Annex 4)

Applications must be readable, accessible and printable (please check carefully the layout of the documents uploaded).
Applications must be signed by the legal representative of the applicant. 
It is recommended that proposals be within the page limit set out in Application Form B. Shorter proposals are welcome.
Further documents may be requested at a later stage (for legal validation, financial capacity check, bank account validation, etc). 
For more information about the submission process, consult the Guidelines (Annex 6). 
[bookmark: _Toc1862159737][bookmark: _Toc757914698]6. Eligibility
[bookmark: _Toc1055035696][bookmark: _Toc1081186782]a. Eligible participants (and eligible countries)
Eligible countries are Romania, Bulgaria, Cyprus and Greece. The choice of the countries is based on the Media Literacy Index 2023[footnoteRef:2].  [2:  https://osis.bg/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/MLI-report-in-English-22.06.pdf] 

Applicants must be involved in media literacy activities and provide evidence of their prior activities in this field in a declaration of honour. Additional supporting documents may be requested of the successful applicant. 
The following organisations are eligible to apply:  
· Non-profit organisations working with the primary target groups. 
· Care providers for the primary target groups (early childhood care and education, schools, community centres).
· Municipal authorities
[bookmark: _Toc1599032295][bookmark: _Toc1710770522]b. Mono-beneficiary grant
Only applications submitted by one entity alone or by several entities as a ’sole applicants’ are allowed. No consortia are allowed, because this is a mono-beneficiary grant. Affiliated entities and subcontracting may be included in the application, if needed. Subcontracting should normally constitute a limited part (no more than 30%) and must be performed by third parties (not by the partner or its affiliated entities). More information is available in Section 3 of Guidelines to the Call (Annex 6).
[bookmark: _Toc2069684341][bookmark: _Toc1769904442]c. Eligible activities
The activities that can be funded under this call should be designed to test creative approaches to building a sense of community and intergenerational trust. The series of activities should actively engage members of each of the different age groups involved, with the aim of building a sense of community and trust across all participants as well as raising their level of media literacy. 
· Each project must engage at least two distinct demographic groups (children, adults, older people), with the aim of fostering strong intergenerational links. 
· Each project must include participants in rural areas and/or small to medium towns (population of under 50 000) in the design and delivery of the series of activities. 
· Each project must take place in a ‘trusted local space’, i.e. a public or semi-public setting within a community where community members feel safe and respected.

Creativity is encouraged, meaning that projects should explore approaches to media literacy that go beyond a simple discussion to include novel approaches to engaging participants. This could mean, for example, teaching media literacy principles in the context of participation in a shared activity, such as theatre, sport or even gardening; combining more traditional approaches (e.g. group discussion, presentations from experts) with a creative endeavour like painting a mural or recording a podcast or local radio show; or the use of formats that are less commonly used in media literacy activities (e.g. storytelling circles, mentorship schemes). 
Organisers should ensure that discussions are constructive, inclusive, and respectful.
Financial support to third parties is not allowed.
[bookmark: _Toc688319948][bookmark: _Toc146122674]d. Duration
The duration of the implementation is 8 months.
[bookmark: _Hlk216086144]7. Financial and operational capacity and exclusion
[bookmark: _Toc1541093932][bookmark: _Toc1381957988]a. Financial capacity
Applicants must have stable and sufficient resources to successfully implement the projects and contribute their share. Organisations participating in several projects must have sufficient capacity to implement all projects.
Applicants must ensure that they have the resources necessary to carry out proposed activities. The Union contribution is intended to cover only a proportion of the total activities to be implemented. Applicants are expected to also contribute to supporting the activities, whether through their own financial, human or technical resources or through in-kind contributions from third parties.
[bookmark: _Toc137874067][bookmark: _Toc55720458]b. Operational capacity
Applicants must have the know-how, qualifications and resources to successfully implement the projects and contribute their share (including sufficient experience in projects of comparable size and nature) and must complete a declaration of honour confirming this (Annex 4).
The operational capacity will be assessed based on the submitted declaration of honour and the information provided in the application form.
Additional supporting documents may be requested, if needed, to confirm the operational capacity of any applicant.
[bookmark: _Toc1108506093][bookmark: _Toc879055516]c. EU restrictive measures
It is to be ensured that applicants, and subcontractors are not subject to EU restrictive measures adopted under Article 29 of the Treaty on the European Union or Article 215 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU, consisting of a prohibition to make available or transfer funds or economic resources or to provide financing or financial assistance to them directly or indirectly, or of an asset freeze. The prohibition applies throughout the whole duration of the grant.  
[bookmark: _Toc1913125357][bookmark: _Toc75229386]d. Exclusion
Applicants which are subject to an EU exclusion decision or in one of the following exclusion situations that bar them from receiving EU funding CANNOT participate[footnoteRef:3]: [3:  See Articles 138 and 143 of EU Financial Regulation 2024/2509.] 

· bankruptcy, winding up, affairs administered by the courts, arrangement with creditors, suspended business activities or other similar procedures (including procedures for persons with unlimited liability for the applicant’s debts)
· in breach of social security or tax obligations (including if done by persons with unlimited liability for the applicant’s debts)
· guilty of grave professional misconduct[footnoteRef:4] (including if done by persons having powers of representation, decision-making or control, beneficial owners or persons who are essential for the award/implementation of the grant)  [4:  ‘Professional misconduct’ includes, in particular, the following: violation of ethical standards of the profession; wrongful conduct with impact on professional credibility; breach of generally accepted professional ethical standards; false declarations/misrepresentation of information; participation in a cartel or other agreement distorting competition; violation of IPR; attempting to influence decision-making processes by taking advantage, through misrepresentation, of a conflict of interests, or to obtain confidential information from public authorities to gain an advantage; incitement to discrimination, hatred or violence or similar activities contrary to the EU values where negatively affecting or risking to affect the performance of a legal commitment.] 

· committed fraud, corruption, links to a criminal organisation, money laundering, terrorism-related crimes (including terrorism financing), child labour or human trafficking (including if done by persons having powers of representation, decision-making or control, beneficial owners or persons who are essential for the award/implementation of the grant)
· shown significant deficiencies in complying with main obligations under an EU procurement contract, grant agreement, prize, expert contract, or similar (including if done by persons having powers of representation, decision‑making or control, beneficial owners or persons who are essential for the award/implementation of the grant)
· guilty of irregularities within the meaning of Article 1(2) of EU Regulation 2988/95[footnoteRef:5] (including if done by persons having powers of representation, decision‑making or control, beneficial owners or persons who are essential for the award/implementation of the grant) [5:  http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:31995R2988&qid=1501598622514 ] 

· created under a different jurisdiction with the intent to circumvent fiscal, social or other legal obligations in the country of origin or created another entity with this purpose (including if done by persons having powers of representation, decision‑making or control, beneficial owners or persons who are essential for the award/implementation of the grant)
· intentionally and without proper justification resisted[footnoteRef:6] an investigation, check or audit carried out by an EU authorising officer (or their representative or auditor), European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF),the European Public Prosecutor's Office (EPPO), or the European Court of Auditors. [6:  ‘Resisting an investigation, check or audit’ means carrying out actions with the goal or effect of preventing, hindering or delaying the conduct of any of the activities needed to perform the investigation, check or audit, such as refusing to grant the necessary access to its premises or any other areas used for business purposes, concealing or refusing to disclose information or providing false information.] 


Applicants will also be rejected if it turns out that[footnoteRef:7]: [7:  See Article 143 EU Financial Regulation 2024/2509.] 

· during the award procedure they misrepresented information required as a condition for participating or failed to supply that information 
· they were previously involved in the preparation of the call and this entails a distortion of competition that cannot be remedied otherwise (conflict of interest).

[bookmark: _Toc832011465][bookmark: _Toc1738289512]8. Evaluation and award procedure
Proposals will be checked against the formal requirements (admissibility and eligibility and operational financial capacity on the basis of the DoH) and then evaluated by an evaluation committee according to the award criteria (see Sections 7 and 9). 
Invitation to grant preparation does NOT constitute a formal commitment to funding. 
If you believe that the evaluation procedure was flawed, you can submit a complaint (following the deadlines and procedures set out in the evaluation result letter). Please note that notifications which have not been opened within 10 days after sending will be considered to have been accessed and that deadlines will be counted from opening/access. Please also be aware that for complaints submitted electronically, there may be character limitations.
[bookmark: _Toc1825998522][bookmark: _Toc1258495939]9. Award criteria
Fill out Annex 2, Application Form B, and Annex 3, Questionnaire, for the award criteria. 
The technical part of the proposals will be assessed against the following criteria:

· Award criterion 1: Impact potential (40 points)
· The extent to which the proposed series of activities builds a sense of community and trust between participants, particularly across generational divides (20 points)
· The extent to which the proposed series of activities increases the media literacy of participants. (10 points)
· the extent to which the proposed KPIs are appropriate relative to the proposed series of activities. (10 points)
· Award criterion 2: Sustainability and scalability (20 points)
· Potential for continuation beyond the pilot and replication in other Member States. (20 points)
· Award criterion 3: Creativity (20 points)
· The extent of creativity in the proposed approach.  (10 points)
· Quality and appropriateness of the proposed creative deliverables. (10 points)
· Award criterion 4: Questionnaire (Annex 3) (20 points)
· The quality of responses, provided for the following topics:
· Participant selection (6 points)
· Concept/proposal (10 points)
· Human resources and timeline (4 points)

	Award criteria
	Minimum pass score
	Maximum score

	Impact potential
	21
	40

	Sustainability and scalability
	11
	20

	Creativity 
	11
	20

	Questionnaire
	11
	20

	Scores
	54
	100


 
Maximum points: 100 points.
Individual thresholds per criterion: 21/40, 11/20, 11/20 and 11/20 points.
Overall threshold: 54 points.
NB: Points are considered round numbers, decimals do not apply. 
Points indicated in parentheses for each sub-criterion, are the maximum number of points given for each sub-criterion.
Proposals that pass the individual thresholds AND the overall threshold will be considered for funding within the limits of the available budget. Other proposals will be rejected.
The applications that score enough to be considered for funding but for which there is not enough budget will be placed on a reserve list. If additional budgetary appropriations become available, those applicants may be contacted in the order of their ranking and in respect of the geographical balance. 
[bookmark: _Toc1370077184][bookmark: _Toc1101644522]10. Legal and financial set-up of the Grant Agreements 
Applications that have reached the minimum score will be ranked in order of merit, i.e. according to the number of points received. If multiple applications are received, the Commission will award the grant to the application with the highest score.  Only the application with the highest score will be asked to prepare the Grant Agreement together with the EU Project Officer. 
This Grant Agreement will set the framework for your grant and its terms and conditions, in particular concerning deliverables, reporting and payments.
The Grant Agreement (Annex 5) that will be used can be found in the annexes, along with all other relevant templates and guidance documents. 
[bookmark: _Toc488484408][bookmark: _Toc1407687816]a. Starting date and project duration
The exact starting and ending dates will be fixed in the Grant Agreement. 
The following deliverables will be mandatory for all projects:
1. Interim report. This report must include:
· details of steps taken so far in the planning and execution of the project, along with any available supporting materials.
· short description of any challenges that have arisen and how they have been tackled.
2. Final report. This report must include:
a. details of the activities planned and held, including supporting evidence (e.g. photos, audio recordings).
b. copies of any didactic or information materials developed over the course of the project.
c. short analysis of the impact of the project on participants in terms of building trust across generational divides.
d. short analysis of the impact of the project on participants in terms of raising levels of media literacy.
e. insights gained from the project, with particular focus on the creative aspects of the project and how well those worked. Please note that honest discussion of problems or shortcomings is encouraged.
f. Creative deliverables:
The applicant is also required to propose one or more creative deliverables with the aim of ensuring that the project’s impact on intergenerational trust and media literacy in the target community continues after the implementation period. These must take a more interactive, visual or other format. The link between the proposed creative deliverables and the objectives of the call must be clearly explained in the application, which must include a description of the creative deliverables proposed, their format, purpose and delivery plan.
Examples of such creative deliverables could include, but are not limited to, painting a mural in the local area, recording a programme for local radio or a podcast, or producing a series of social media videos.


[bookmark: _Toc827990837][bookmark: _Toc1083849885]b. Form of grant, funding rate and maximum grant amount

Project budget:
The grant will be a lump sum grant. This means that it will reimburse a fixed amount, based on financing not linked to costs.  The amount is prefixed by the granting authority at maximum EUR 50 000.  
[bookmark: _Toc1067040762][bookmark: _Toc1775805400]c. Payment arrangements
After the grant is signed, the beneficiary will receive 30% of the grant amount as prefinancing to start working on the project   The prefinancing will be paid 30 days from entry into force of the grant agreement.
At the end of the project, and subject to the receipt and approval of the interim report (by 30 September 2026) and final report (by 20 December 2026) the beneficiary will receive the final payment. See Annex 5, Grant Agreement, Section 28 on reduction of the final payment in case of breaches. 
Please also note that you are responsible for keeping records on all the work done.
[bookmark: _Toc225216341][bookmark: _Toc365662197]d. Liability regime for recoveries
The liability regime for recoveries will be fixed in the Grant Agreement. In addition, the granting authority may require joint and several liability of affiliated entities (with their beneficiary).
[bookmark: _Toc1805882157][bookmark: _Toc848704580]e. Provisions concerning the project implementation
Intellectual Property Rights rules Grant Agreement:
· rights of use on results: Yes
Communication, dissemination and visibility of funding:  Grant Agreement 
· communication and dissemination plan: No
· additional communication and dissemination activities: Yes

[bookmark: _Toc1000003388][bookmark: _Toc1589720237]f. Non-compliance and breach of contract
The Grant Agreement provides for the measures the Commission may take in case of breach of contract (and other non-compliance issues).
[bookmark: _Toc1366552491][bookmark: _Toc1372780660]11. How to submit an application
Applications must be submitted via email to COMM-ML-GRANTS@ec.europa.eu. They  must be submitted in the correct form, duly completed, signed by the legal representative and dated. See Guideline (Annex 6) for information on submission.  

The proposal must be submitted before the call deadline (see Section 4). Any proposals submitted after the deadline will be rejected as inadmissible.  
Questions should be sent to the following email address by 15 January: COMM-ML-GRANTS@ec.europa.eu. See guidelines (Annex 6) for more information. 
 
[bookmark: _Toc318866490]12. Additional information
· Rejection — By submitting the application, all applicants accept the call conditions set out in this this Call document (and the documents it refers to). Proposals that do not comply with all the call conditions will be rejected. This applies also to applicants: All applicants need to fulfil the criteria; if any one of them doesn’t, they must be replaced or the entire proposal will be rejected.
· Cancellation — There may be circumstances which may require the cancellation of the call. In this case, you will be informed via a call or topic update. Please note that cancellations are without entitlement to compensation.
· Transparency — In accordance with Article 38 of the EU Financial Regulation[footnoteRef:8], information about EU grants awarded is published each year on the Europa website[footnoteRef:9]. [8:  https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202402509 ]  [9:  https://ec.europa.eu/budget/fts/index_en.htm ] 

This includes:
· beneficiary names
· beneficiary addresses
· the purpose for which the grant was awarded
· the maximum amount awarded.
The publication can exceptionally be waived (on reasoned and duly substantiated request), if there is a risk that the disclosure could jeopardise your rights and freedoms under the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights or harm your commercial interests.
· Data protection — The submission of a proposal under this call involves the collection, use and processing of personal data. This data will be processed in accordance with the applicable legal framework. It will be processed solely for the purpose of evaluating your proposal, subsequent management of your grant and, if needed, programme monitoring, evaluation and communication. 
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