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INTRODUCTION



Pilot Projects and Preparatory Actions — The situation in Draft Budget 2020

This report on pilot projects (PPs) and preparatory actions (PAs) provides details of the state of
implementation of all those projects and actions, which have budget appropriations in the Draft Budget (DB
2020) — commitments and/or payments.

There are no new commitment appropriations, only the payments for which commitments have been
made in previous years.

Full details of all the pilot projects and preparatory actions created in the 2019 budget, for which no
appropriations are proposed in 2020, were set out in the Interim Report presented to the Budgetary
Authority on 28 February 2019.

Financial Regulation Provisions

This report is presented by the Commission to the Budgetary Authority in accordance with the provisions of
point (f) of Article 41(3) of the Financial Regulation and covers the pilot projects and preparatory actions
referred to in Articles 58(2) points (a), (b), 58(3) and 58(4) of the Financial Regulation.

As a general rule, no appropriations may be entered in the budget for any action without the prior adoption
of a basic act. However, under article 58(2), the Financial Regulation adds that “...,the following
appropriations may be implemented without a basic act provided the actions which they are intended to
finance fall within the competences of the Union:

38(2) a) appropriations for pilot projects of an experimental nature designed to test the feasibility of
an action and its usefulness.

58(3) ..., the relevant commitment appropriations may be entered in the budget for not more than two
consecutive financial years;

58(2) b) appropriations for preparatory actions in the field of application of the TFEU and the
Euratom Treaty, designed to prepare proposals with a view to the adoption of future actions.

58(4)..., the preparatory actions shall follow a coherent approach and may take various forms. The
relevant commitment appropriations may be entered in the budget for not more than three
consecutive financial years. The procedure for the adoption of the relevant basic act shall be
concluded before the end of the third financial year. In the course of that procedure, the commitment
of appropriations shall correspond to the particular features of the preparatory action with regard to
the activities envisaged, the aims pursued and the recipients. As a result, the amount of the
appropriations committed shall not correspond to the amount of those envisaged for financing the
definitive action itself."

Expenditure cycle of a Pilot Project or a Preparatory Action

The implementation of a pilot project or a preparatory action follows certain steps foreseen by the Financial
Regulation. These steps differ according to the procedure to be followed (mainly either procurements or
grants). However, before arriving to the first step of the financial procedure, which is the financing decision,
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the Commission has to prepare the way for the best use of the action or project, and the related
appropriations entered in the budget.

Thus, the Commission first analyses the specific objectives and ways of implementing the proposed action
and, on this basis, attributes it to the responsible Directorate General. Sometimes it can take several weeks
before a final decision is taken, especially when the action relates to several policy areas. The authorising
officer responsible then elaborates a sufficiently detailed framework, as foreseen by the Financial
Regulation, in respect of which the financing decision is finally taken. Only when all these prior phases are
completed, can the financial implementation start.

An early dialogue with the European Parliament can very much improve the financial implementation of
these actions. Provisions to this end have been included in the Interinstitutional Agreement of 2 December
2013.

The success of a pilot project or a preparatory action depends not so much on the speediness of the
implementation of the commitments or payments, but rather on the sustainability of the results produced
and the appropriateness of the project or action as a novel policy testing activity which allows the
Commission to determine whether a new legislative proposal might be necessary. After a careful and
successful initial analysis, the process thus requires monitoring and evaluation towards the end of a PP or
PA.

Statistical trends in pilot projects and preparatory actions in the EU Budget
2009-2019

The section below presents statistical data on pilot projects and preparatory actions (PPs/PAs) adopted
under the annual budget over the years 2009-2019.

Out of 1279 budget lines in 2019 Budget, PPs/PAs amount to 316. Since 2009, 719 PPs/PAs have been
included in the annual EU Budgets.! The number of PPs/PAs proposed in annual budgetary procedures has
increased fivefold during the same period. While the majority of PPs are discontinued after the first year,
PAs have higher extension rates.

Since 2009, a total of over EUR 1 billion in commitment appropriations (CA) has been allocated to
PPs/PAs. The average amount of commitment appropriations per PP has gradually decreased due to the
relative increase in numbers of PPs while maintaining a fixed ceiling for financing available, in line with
the relevant provisions of the Financial Regulation (FR). Since 2016, the average amount of
commitment appropriations per PA has virtually increased, though this is mainly due to the PA on
Defence Research proposed by the Commission. The amounts of commitment appropriations for
discontinued PPs exceed the amount of commitment appropriations spent on extended PPs.

Total number of pilot projects and preparatory actions

Between 2009 and 2019, the number of PPs/PAs adopted in the annual budget has gradually increased
(as shown in Figure 1). Being a method of testing new policy ideas, the visibility of PPs/PAs has
increased and with it the interest in these instruments.

! Tncludes both, one-off and extended PPs/PAs
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Application of the Interinstitutional Agreement

According to the provisions of the Interinstitutional Agreement of 2 December 2013, both arms of the
budgetary authority are invited to inform the Commission of their intentions to create new preparatory
actions/pilot projects or to prolong existing ones. This enables the Commission to assess in due time the
implementability of the amendments envisaged in this field.
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http://ec.europa.eu/growth/smes/promoting-entrepreneurship/we-work-for/migrants/index_en.htm
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http://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/newsroom/cf/itemdetail.cfm?item_id=9049

5.6 Types of beneficiaries

Private companies, industry federations, research institutes, universities
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The Commission intends to implement this pilot project by means of an open call for tenders.
5.6  Types of beneficiaries

- Private companies / service providers;

- Public service providers;

- Research institutes / academia;

- Or joint ventures of the above beneficiaries.
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https://ec.europa.eu/transport/road_safety/sites/roadsafety/files/pdf/vehicles/study_vip_2014.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:32014L0045&rid=1
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:32014L0045&rid=1
http://www.cc.cec/sg/vista/view/main/home.jsf

5.6 Types of beneficiaries

Contractors of the Commission’s DIGIT-TM Framework contract.
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5.6 Types of beneficiaries

Study service providers.
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5.5 Method of implementation (tenders, grants, other) and evaluations
The Commission intends to implement this pilot project by means of a grant via a call for proposals.
5.6  Types of beneficiaries

- Non-profit organisations (private or public);
- International organisations;

- Universities;

- Educational institutions;

- Research centres.
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5.3 Documentation and expected results
- Is there any documentation setting out the main elements of this pilot project/preparatory action?

The Commission Financing Decision C(2019)2233, adopted on 1 April 2019, sets out the main elements of
this pilot project.

— Do similar activities exist, which are already covered by a legal basis?

No.

— At this stage, is it envisaged to follow up this project/action with a legislative proposal?
No.

5.4 Type of activities financed, number and amounts

As 2019 is the first year of implementation of the pilot project, these details are not yet known.
5.5  Method of implementation (tenders, grants, other) and evaluations

The Commission intends to implement this pilot project by means of a call for tender.

5.6  Types of beneficiaries

The call will be open to legal entities established in EU Member States.
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http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/pppa/topics/ppwa-2017-ag.html

5.6 Types of beneficiaries

Legal entities established in EU Member States, including academia, NGOs, SMEs, and public research
bodies.
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https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/art-and-digital-unleashing-creativity-european-industry-regions-and-society
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/art-and-digital-unleashing-creativity-european-industry-regions-and-society

Due to the late adoption of the Commission Financing Decision in 2018, the first year of implementation of
the pilot project is not yet complete and these details are not yet known.

- 2019 commitment appropriations

The second year of the implementation of the pilot project will follow when the first year has finished and
so these details are not yet known.

5.5  Method of implementation (tenders, grants, other) and evaluations
The Commission intends to implement this preparatory action by means of a grant via a call for proposals.
5.6 Types of beneficiaries

Art and technology centres, cities, foundations, regional authorities.

106




































https://ec.europa.eu/irc/en/news/science-meets-parliaments-role-science-post-fact-society
https://ec.europa.eu/irc/en/news/science-meets-parliaments-role-science-post-fact-society







The European Union Institutions have long acknowledged the importance of fairness and equality of
opportunity. Building a more inclusive and fairer Union is a key priority for the European Commission,
which is enshrined in the proclamation of the European Pillar of Social Rights (Social Pillar, (COM) 2017
250)). The Social Pillar is a key European legislation formulating 20 principles around the topics of “Equal
opportunities and access to the labour market”, “Fair working conditions” and “Social protection and
inclusion” and gives prominent evidence of how fairness and social upward convergence have become
strategic priorities for Europe. The European Parliament likewise has adopted multiple procedures related to
the reduction of inequalities, poverty and marginalization (e.g. 2016/2269(INI), 2018/2034(INI)) and the
protection of especially vulnerable parts of the population (e.g. 2017/2127(IN1)).

This pilot project is expected to provide input to subsequent legislative proposals in the area of social rights
and equality of opportunities.

5.4 Type of activities financed, number and amounts

— 2019 commitment appropriations

As 2019 is the first year of implementation of this pilot project, these details are not yet known.
5.5  Method of implementation (tenders, grants, other) and evaluations

The Commission intends to implement this pilot project by means of procurement procedures (low value
calls for tender and use of existing framework contracts)

5.6 Types of beneficiaries

- private companies / service providers
- representatives of national authorities, industrial organizations and expert communities
- external contractors

120












https://eftg.eu/%23/









https://etendering.ted.europa.eu/cft/cft-documents.html
https://etendering.ted.europa.eu/cft/cft-documents.html
https://ted.europa.eu/udl?uri=TED:NOTICE:30091-2019:TEXT:EN:HTML





















https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/resources/documents/annual-work-programmes_en
https://www.creativehubs.eu/activity/peer-to-peer-scheme/

The pilot project will be implemented through a call for proposals. The maximum duration of the project shall
be 18 months.

5.6  Types of beneficiaries

- public or private organisations
- public service providers

- research institutes / academia
- media companies

- foundations
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https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/resources/documents/annual-work-programmes_en

5.5 Method of implementation (tenders, grants, other) and evaluations

The Commission intends to implement this pilot project by means of prizes, procurement and contracting of
independent experts.

5.6  Types of beneficiaries

Secondary schools in the EU.
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5.3 Documentation and expected results
- Is there any documentation setting out the main elements of this pilot project/preparatory action?

The Commission financing decision, expected in the second quarter of 2019, will set out the main elements
of this pilot project.

- Do similar activities exist, which are already covered by a legal basis?

No.

- At this stage, is it envisaged to follow up this project/action with a legislative proposal?
No.

5.4 Type of activities financed, number and amounts

— 2019 commitment appropriations

As 2019 is the first year of implementation, this information is not available yet.

5.5  Method of implementation (tenders, grants, other) and evaluations

The Commission intends to implement this pilot project by means of a call for tender.

5.6 Types of beneficiaries

Study service providers.
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http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/pppa/calls/ppvpis-2017-

5.5 Method of implementation (tenders, grants, other) and evaluations
The Commission implements this pilot project by means of a grant awarded following a call for proposals.
5.6  Types of beneficiaries

The call is open to legal entities established in EU Member States.
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— Do similar activities exist, which are already covered by a legal basis?
No.
— At this stage, is it envisaged to follow up this project/action with a legislative proposal?

Yes, the Commission intends to support an EU Action Plan to redevelop and modernize the existing
building stock, since 1/3 of the European building stock was constructed before the 60's.

5.4 Type of activities financed, number and amounts

— 2019 commitment appropriations

As 2019 is the first year of implementation of this pilot project, these details are not yet known.
5.5  Method of implementation (tenders, grants, other) and evaluations

The Commission intends to implement this pilot project by means of procurement procedures (low value
calls for tender and use of existing framework contracts)

5.6  Types of beneficiaries
- private companies / service providers

- representatives of national authorities, industrial organizations and expert communities
- external contractors
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of the University of Ghent. During its three year period, in line with then tender specifications, the contract
aims at implementing the following actions:

- an accurate determination of the current range and spread of the salamander disease in Europe, on the basis
of geographically targeted and cost-effective sampling methods, using best-available sampling techniques;

- the set-up of an EU network of diagnostic centres capable to diagnose the disease;

- the set-up of a European reference laboratory that will also develop standard protocol for sampling and
hygiene procedures, and will serve as a quality control node, verifying sample analysis congruency for other
diagnostic centres;

— the establishment of a network of regional hotlines that will set-up a passive surveillance system, collect
and store samples before their diagnoses in one of the above centres, and act as an information relay to local
and regional stakeholders;

— the set-up of a European network of stakeholders in the most relevant EU Member States, involved in the
monitoring of salamander populations ;

— the development of general and species-specific emergency action plans, targeting species that are either
policy relevant (f. ex. those covered by the Habitats Directive) or most sensitive to the disease in terms of
extinction risk;

— elaborate at least one positive “proof of concept” for reducing the negative impact of the salamander
disease in the wild, the details of which need to be elaborated during the contract period;

— the set-up and maintain a dedicated website, which will compiling and maintain up-to-date and relevant
information related to the contract subject and contract results and outputs, and which will display a series
of instructional videos concerning tissue sampling and hygienic protocols to be applied by the network of
diagnostic centres, regional hotlines and stakeholders involved in the field monitoring and sampling.

The contract is ongoing since March 2017. On 28 March 2017, an inception meeting took place where the
contractor presented its work plan for 2017.

A progress meeting, where the contractor presented the progress achieved so far and the first results, took
place in May 2018. In early September 2018, the contractor submitted an extensive interim report, providing
information on the progress achieved so far with regard to the tasks as defined in the contract. The interim
report provided information on the following key findings:

The salamander disease Bsal is widespread and has been identified in 20 amphibian populations in 4
countries (Belgium, the Netherlands, western Germany and Spain). Population declines have been noticed
in these countries with no signs of population recovery, corroborating the risk of population extirpation or
even species extinction events.

Bsal has been detected in aquatic newts, however, its impact in these species is currently not clear. Given
the potential of newt species to act as reservoirs (Stegen et al., 2017), Bsal in these aquatic newts may not
only affect newt populations directly, but may equally maintain Bsal in the ecosystem.

Bsal is capable of persisting for at least ten years in an infected ecosystem, as demonstrated by the detection
of Bsal in mortality events in fire salamanders at the index outbreak in 2018. This finding renders
spontaneous eradication of Bsal from the European continent unlikely.

Bsal was shown to occur in Spain in 2018 in a mortality event in wild newts, which is currently under
investigation. This finding expands the Bsal range in Europe by approximately 1000 km and stresses the
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— An experimental part with measurements and sampling at selected locations in the two countries (to be
carried out during the heating season), including an analysis of tracer compounds specific for the different
types of solid waste to assess their actual contribution to the overall problem at the various locations.

The project should provide an assessment of the contribution of residential solid waste burning to ambient
air pollution, determine the major waste types used, the pollutants caused by their combustion and the
associated pollution levels, notably of particulate matter.

An open call for tender was launched in August 2017. Only one offer was received. Following the opening
of the offer, it was concluded that the offer did not meet the minimum requirements set in the Terms of
Reference and a Non-Award decision was adopted. The applicant was informed accordingly.

The call for tender for the 2017 pilot project was relaunched in March 2018, with closing date of 3rd May
2018. Only one offer was received. The offer met all the requirements and an Award Decision was adopted.
The contract was signed on 7 December 2018 and the work started immediately.

Intentions for the current year 2019:
For the pilot project voted under the 2017 budget:

The first interim report has been submitted on 28 February 2019. It is describing the practice of waste
burning in Hungary, Romania and Germany as required under Task 1 of the contract, and it gives a first
impression of the measurement activities under Task 2. As part of the work is related to the heating season,
measurements started in January 2019, soon after signing of the contract. It was agreed that, instead of
having a kick-off meeting, a meeting will be held in the second quarter of 2019 after the first cycle of
measurements will be finished (after the heating season). It is expected that this discussion can be more
meaningful than a kick-off meeting as it can be based on the interim report on Task 1 and on the first set of
findings of the measurements.

The rest of 2019 the consortium is expected to work on Tasks 2 and 3 (measurement and sampling
campaigns, chemical analysis of the collected samples, modelling, evaluation). If all goes according to the
plan there could be another interim report near the end of 2019, resulting in another interim payment early
2020.

For the pilot project voted under the 2018 budget:

The objective of the pilot project voted under the 2018 budget is to build further on the first stage of the
study voted under the 2017 budget (originally foreseen to be launched in 2017) which looks at the nature
and magnitude of solid waste burning for residential heating purposes in Central and Eastern Europe and its
contribution to air pollution, notably in terms of particulate matter.

Work under this continuation of the pilot project will focus on five main areas:
«  Further developing the knowledge base for assessing the impact of residential solid waste burning on
ambient air quality in Europe, by also assessing the health impact of such practices, building on work

already carried out, by, for example, the World Health Organisation, or other entities;

» Developing proposals for concrete actions which could be taken at local, regional or national level to
tackle the effects and reduce the occurrence of such practices and, where relevant, test-pilot them at
local or regional scale;

«  Estimate the cost-benefit ratio of potential different options for tackling such practices.
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http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/species/carnivores/coexistence_platform.htm

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/species/carnivores/promoting_best practices.htm).
Further more recent LIFE projects include: LIFE15 NAT/GR/001108 - LIFE AMYBEAR; LIFE16
NAT/ES/000573 - LIFE OSO COUREL; LIFE16 NAT/SI/000634 - LIFE Lynx and LIFE16
GIE/DE/000661 - LIFE EUROLARGECARNIVORES. In particular, the latter involves 17 countries and
proposes a stakeholder oriented information and learning approach to ensure effective implementation of
population based conservation strategies for large carnivores.

The contractor (Istituto di Ecologia Applicata) has been working in three geographical areas in Romania,
Spain and Italy, selected because of serious conflicts on coexistence between humans and large carnivores
(available at the following address:
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/species/carnivores/regional platforms . htm). The
platforms aim to involve the main interest groups active in the area and the local/regional authorities
responsible for large carnivores' management.

In each of the three selected areas, the project aims to support the implementation of two or three relevant
actions included in the document ‘Key actions for large carnivore populations in Europe’ (available at the
following address:
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/species/carnivores/pdf/key actions large carnivores 2
015.pdf). The focus is on actions relating to conflict resolution (available at the following address:
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/species/carnivores/promoting_dialogue.htm),
communication, reducing socio-economic problems and establishing win-win socio-economic benefits in
line with the objectives of the EU Nature Directives (available at the following address:
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/legislation/index en.htm) and the EU 2020 biodiversity strategy
(available at the following address:
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/strategy/index en.htm)..

Another call for tender was launched in August 2018 and another 3-year contract was concluded on 21
December 2018 to support the establishment of additional regional or local platforms in other areas.

Intentions for the current year 2019:

Under the new contract ENV.D.3/SER/2018/0021, concluded on 21 December 2018, (“Support to
Additional Regional/Local Platforms on Coexistence Between People and Large Carnivores”), the
contractor (Istituto di Ecologia Applicata) will establish or help to establish at least three regional or local
platforms, including all the relevant stakeholders and authorities, with the objective to improve dialogue and
the coexistence between people and large carnivores and promote a wider implementation of good practices
for coexistence. The platforms will be set up in at least 3 of the following Member States' regions/areas
where there are serious conflicts in coexistence with large carnivores: French and Spanish Pyrenees (for the
bear); French Alps and other areas in France recently recolonised by the wolf, Germany-Brandenburg,
Bavaria (for the wolf); Austria and Italy’s South Tyrol/Alto Adige (for the wolf and the bear); Finnish and
Swedish reindeer herding area or other areas in the two countries with high conflicts (for the wolf).

In each of the areas where the local/regional platforms have been established, the contractor will ensure the
implementation of two to three relevant actions listed in the above-mentioned document "Key Actions for
large carnivore populations in Europe”. The specific actions should be agreed by the concerned
regional/local platform and by the relevant authorities and should complement and be consistent with any
other existing initiative carried out under LIFE projects or under national/regional policies. The actions
should focus on improving coexistence with large carnivores, conflict resolution, reducing socio-economic
problems caused by large carnivores, including human and animal welfare/safety issues, and/or establishing
win-win socio-economic benefits, in line with the objectives of the EU Habitats Directive and the EU 2020
biodiversity strategy. The actions to be implemented may also include small-scale testing of innovative
approaches to reduce livestock predation or other locally relevant problems.
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Ultimately, the project will contribute to maintaining land use in Natura 2000 areas that is compatible with
conserving biodiversity, and contribute to resolving conflicts over land use. As such, the project will also
contribute to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SGD), such as SDG 15 on sustainable forest
management, halting and reversing land degradation and halting biodiversity loss. The project is also fully
in line with Action 3 of the Nature Action Plan aiming at improving knowledge, including through
enhanced and more efficient monitoring, and ensuring public online access to data necessary for
implementing the above-mentioned Directives (e.g. through satellite imagery from the Copernicus
programme).

In line with the budgetary remarks for this pilot project, the contract is expected to focus on the following
actions and expected results:

e develop methodologies to identify, on the basis of satellite imagery, the above-mentioned Directives-
relevant land use changes that occurred over the last 20 years in Natura 2000 sites throughout the Union;
for land use changes that occurred more recently, these methods should also fully take account of the
recent improvements in terms of quality (resolution and types of sensors) and frequency of available
imagery; the primary focus should be on identifying losses of semi-natural grasslands and the drivers of
these losses, but other land use changes (e.g. loss of forests habitats that are important for biodiversity,
etc.) should also be considered for the development of such methodologies ;

o test these methodologies in a number of pilot projects that will need to involve a comprehensive
uncertainty analysis, including groundthruthing, in view of further fine-tuning these methodologies;

e develop solutions for dealing with large data volumes in an effective and cost-efficient way; and identify
the required download and storage capacities;

e developing a public-access pilot online tool that will display qualitative, quantitative and temporal
information on land use and land use changes in Natura 2000 sites, and inform users about these
changes in the most policy relevant way (for example, in the form of heatmaps identifying hotspot of
grassland losses).

Intentions for the current year 2019:

The call for tender was closed on 07 February 2019. The opening of the offers took place on 21 February
2019 and is followed by the evaluation and then the award.

The kick off meeting as well as several other meetings for the implementation of the project are planned for
the second half of 2019:

¢ A meeting on data processing (validation of concepts) to describe the system architecture;

e A first meeting for describing the outputs products of the processing system (indicators, maps and
statistics). This is about the principle of detection, and the definitions of the outputs and uncertainties
(validation will follow once the production in 2020 will have started);

e A first meeting about the design and IT infrastructure of the website, to seek for the Commission
validation.

5.2 Timetable for the main steps of implementation (from the financing decision to payment) and
forecasts for 2020
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e To develop quality assurance and quality control (QA/QC) strategies for sensors and sensor networks,
including online calibration procedures.

o To develop methods to merge the additional data gathered by air quality sensors with the data supplied
by conventional networks of air quality monitoring stations in order to support air quality models and to
enhance the availability of reliable air quality information overall.

An inception report was delivered by the Joint Research Centre (JRC).

A workshop on Citizen Science and Air Quality took place in Frankfurt on 24 October 2018. During the
workshop, contacts were taken with several institutes and agencies involved in sensor measurements.
Discussions took place on how to improve confidence in sensor based measurements, for example by
calibration, and how to integrate citizen measurements into air quality assessments. Also during the
workshop, a subgroup was formed to discuss more in detail about calibration approaches. Currently a legal
framework, adequate infrastructure and appropriate standards/guidelines are missing, in use of sensors and
in data management. More collaboration, willingness and transparency is required from all communities
from manufactures to users. Proper disclaimers could be used in the future to visualize the quality level and
validity of data. The CEN Technical Specification to classify sensors is urgently needed.

JRC started an intensive literature review of all sensors and sensor systems that are commercially available
on the marked collecting results of field and laboratory tests against reference systems. More than 1000
records have been systematically gathered from the Scopus database and the World Wide Web using a
Zotero database that JRC established, the AirMontech web site that JRC keeps on maintaining and Google
search for peer-reviewed studies of sensors for air quality and air pollution. The research focused on sensors
for Particulate Matter (PM), Ozone (O3), Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) and Carbon Monoxide (CO). A few
references are also included for nitrogen monoxide sensors (NO). JRC started evaluating summary statistics
from the correlation of sensors and reference measurements (validation). Parameters such as, the coefficient
of determination, slope and intercept were scrutinised and analysed in order to identify the sensors and
Sensor Systems showing the best agreement with reference measurements. A report of this review is in
preparation. As preliminary outcome of the review, JRC have started identifying sensors systems are in
good agreement with reference instruments commonly used to monitor pollutant concentrations in view of
purchasing a large number of sensors for the field deployment.

Intentions for the current year 2019:

A second workshop on “The use of sensors and their possible role in air quality assessment” took place in
Brussels on 22 January 2019. The main objective of the workshop was to explore synergies, and exchange
information on experiences and results in the areas of - sensor performance, - data integration, - calibration
methodologies and - comparison with reference methods. Experts from selected projects were invited to
share their experiences with low-cost sensors.

The open call for the deployment of sensors in three EU cities will be launched in March 2019. Although
DG Environment will be responsible for the management of that contract, the technical elements terms of
reference for the call were written with the support of the JRC.

A data management and visualisation platform based on international standards, incorporating the legal
requirements of the INSPIRE Directive will be developed. The platform is planned to be entirely based on
open source components, and a technological solution that can work within a cloud infrastructure is
foreseen. All measurement data collected throughout the duration of the Administrative Arrangement shall
be stored and made accessible through the data platform.

The deployment of sensor systems by the contractor is foreseen to happen over two sampling periods. The
two deployment periods will cover winter 2019/2020 and late autumn 2020.
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5.6

Types of beneficiaries

Private companies/service providers;
Research institutes/academia;
NGOs.
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— At this stage, is it envisaged to follow up this project/action with a legislative proposal?

There is no plan at present to follow the study with a legislative proposal. The feasibility study should
provide input for future policy consideration(s) in this regard.

5.4 Type of activities financed, number and amounts

As 2019 is the first year of implementation of the pilot project, these details are not yet known.
5.5  Method of implementation (tenders, grants, other) and evaluations

The Commission intends to implement this pilot project by means of a call for tender.

5.6 Types of beneficiaries

- The successful tenderer of the call for tenders;
- Private companies/service providers;
- Research institutes/academia.
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e Conclusions.
5.5  Method of implementation (tenders, grants, other) and evaluations
Specific contract under an existing framework contract
5.6 Types of beneficiaries

Contractor (service provider).
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https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/news-redirect/634620
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/news-redirect/634620

The Commission intends to implement this pilot project by means of a grant via a call for proposals.
5.6  Types of beneficiaries

- Non-profit organisations (private or public);
- International organisations

- Universities

- Educational institutions

- Research centres
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local sport organisations and should contribute to the promotion of gender equality, in particular by
involving women refugees in mixed sport activities.

5.6  Types of beneficiaries

Public or private organisation with legal personality which are mainly active in the sport field and that
regularly organise sport competitions, at any level (natural persons are not eligible to apply for a grant under
this call); have their registered legal office in one of the EU Member States
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5.3 Documentation and expected results
—Is there any documentation setting out the main elements of this pilot project/preparatory action?

The Commission Financing Decision, adopted on 31 January 2019, sets out the main elements of this pilot
project. It is available at the following address: https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/just/item-
detail.cfm?item_i1d=646187

— Do similar activities exist, which are already covered by a legal basis?

Under the 2017 Justice programme, call on procedural rights and victims' rights, the Commission financed a
small project related to rights of victims of terrorism (with a budget not exceeding 200 000).

— At this stage, is it envisaged to follow up this project/action with a legislative proposal?
No, the project aims at facilitating practical application of the 2017 Counter-terrorism Directive.
5.4 Type of activities financed, number and amounts

- 2018 commitment appropriations

The information can be provided once the award decision has been made.

5.5  Method of implementation (tenders, grants, other) and evaluations

The Commission intends to implement this pilot project by means of a public procurement call, with a
single contract awarded to a contractor or consortium. All activities of the EU Centre of Expertise for
victims of terrorism will be under the supervision of the European Commission. The Commission will
approve all major steps in the execution of the pilot project, including approval of the lists of experts on the
experts lists, approval of the training materials (such as EU Handbook and regional handbooks), approval of
the chosen regions and countries where the regional training activities will take place. The Commission will
be assisted in its evaluation/supervision activities by an Executive Committee composed of two
representatives of the Commission, one representative of the European Network of Victims’ Rights, one
representative of the contractor (the lead manager) and one representative of victim support organisations.

5.6 Types of beneficiaries

Public or non-public bodies, including victims associations.
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Intentions for the current year 2019:

The objective is to improve the quality of public services in the municipalities of Rio Hondo, Estanzuela
and Teculutan, especially in terms of food security thereby increasing the levels of citizen satisfaction
towards the local public institutions. To this end, the project will be:

1) Enhance mechanisms for citizen participation:

- Workshop on citizen participation and open government;

- Workshop for the co-design of the communication strategy between citizens and municipalities;

- Community workshops to improve the capacities of the COCODES and the COMUDE, the existing
citizen participation systems;

- Workshop for the co-design of a strategy to improve existing participation mechanisms at municipal
level;

- Creation of a website for the municipalities with areas for participation;

- Creation of local information and citizen participation points;

- Citizen Consultation for Food Security Data Collection.

2) Promote collaborative actions on household nutrition and agricultural production: The strategy, co-

designed by community representatives, local civil society organizations and those in charge of the

mayor's office, will include the organization of nutritional training workshops for heads of households

and campaigns to control the weight of children from O to 5 years old; regarding the agricultural

production, the installation of community silos for seeds, the construction of productive plots and

nurseries for the production of plants for one's own consumption and the creation of community farms is

foreseen. All agricultural production activities will include training and education for the citizens

involved in their exploitation and maintenance.

3) Provide tools for evaluation, design and accountability of municipal food security actions:

- Matrix of local food security indicators based on national standards and adapted to local reality;

- List of available and active sources generating local data in a systemic way to feed the matrix of
indicators;

- Didactic manual on local open government adapted to the reality of the three municipalities;

- Municipal accountability strategy that includes protocols for data collection, analysis and
publication.

and

4) Promote partnerships with European municipalities. Through the foreseen direct grant, innovative
methodologies and technological tools will be created to, among others, enhance local authorities’
access to most suitable indicators and mechanisms for impact assessment and to ensure citizen
participation and institutional transparency in the formulation of local initiatives. An adequate grantee
has been already identified with the necessary expertise to carry out the envisaged activities:

- Co-designed communication plan;

- Municipal public portal for digital communication with citizens (web, facebook, twitter, Instagram);,
- Model indicators and data sources;

- Accountability plan;

- Protocol for the implementation of the public accountability plan;

- Communication strategy for the involvement of the citizens in the municipal accountability process;
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313




HEADING 1A

314







The competition for European Capitals of Smart Tourism 2019 took place between 11 April 2018
(competition launch) and 7 November 2018 (award ceremony).

38 Cities from 19 EU countries applied to compete - Helsinki and Lyon were selected winners of the
European Capitals of Smart Tourism 2019 title by the European Jury (24 September 2018).

Both cities stood out for:

their innovative tourism measures in all 4 competition categories
their programme of activities to celebrate their achievements

their suitability as role models for other upcoming smart tourism destinations

In addition, four other cities were recognised with European Smart Tourism Awards in the specific
categories of the competition:

Accessibility (Malaga);

Sustainability (Ljubljana);
Digitalisation (Copenhagen);

Cultural Heritage & Creativity (Linz).

These four cities received the highest scores in individual categories among all 38 applicant cities during the
preselection phase done by the independent expert

Intentions for the current year 2019:

During 2019 divers promotional activities for winning cities to raise their visibility as smart tourism
destinations are organised and they are supported as European Capitals of Smart Tourism 2019 in fostering
the exchange of their best practices with other cities.

The competition for European Capital of Smart Tourism 2020 should be deployed between the first quarter
of 2019 (launching of the competition) and the fourth quarter of 2019 (award ceremony) following the same
scheme, as briefly outlined here beneath:

5.2

Preparation of the EU-wide selection process including the launch of the call for applications;
Dissemination of information about the initiative to potential applicants;
Receipt of applications;

Evaluation of applications by external panel of experts followed by the decision on two European
Capitals of Smart Tourism by the European Jury ;

Organisation of Award Ceremony to award 2 European Capitals of Smart Tourism 2020 and 4
European Smart Tourism Awards;

Preparation and production of awareness-raising and promotional materials;
Implementation of promotional activities for awarded cities to raise their visibility as smart tourism

destinations.

Timetable for the main steps of implementation (from the financing decision to payment) and

forecasts for 2020

- 2017 commitment appropriations
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https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/call-proposals-open-knowledge-technologies-mapping-and-validating-knowledge
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/call-proposals-open-knowledge-technologies-mapping-and-validating-knowledge
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/pppa/calls/paokt-2017-ag.html%23c,topics=callIdentifier/t/PAOKT-2017
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/pppa/calls/paokt-2017-ag.html%23c,topics=callIdentifier/t/PAOKT-2017












http://reisearch.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/preparatory-action-digital-innovation-hubs-network
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/preparatory-action-digital-innovation-hubs-network
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/ex-ante-publicity-call-tenders-digital-innovation-hubs-catalogue-smart-20160002
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/ex-ante-publicity-call-tenders-digital-innovation-hubs-catalogue-smart-20160002

The 2018 preparatory action was implemented by way of grant without call for proposals according to the
conditions of Article 195(f) of the Financial Regulation.

The duration of the contract is foreseen to be 22 months.
5.6 Types of beneficiaries

A legal entity or a consortium with at least one partner with experience of bringing together scientists,
politicians and the media, as well as the capacity to run the platform for bringing together the stakeholders,
and with prior experience in setting up such a platform.
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One European organisation or a consortium of European organisations. Such organisations might be
research and technology organisations; private companies (possibly consulting companies), universities and
other relevant organisations and networks.
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5.5 Method of implementation (tenders, grants, other) and evaluations

The Commission intends to implements this preparatory action by means of a grant following a call for
proposals.

5.6  Types of beneficiaries
One European organisation or a consortium of European organisations. Such organisations might be

research and technology organisations; private companies (possibly consulting companies), universities and
other relevant organisations and networks.
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https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/resources/documents/annual-work-programmes_en

— At this stage, is it envisaged to follow up this project/action with a legislative proposal?

No follow up is envisaged. This activity was not selected as an activity to be pursued in the next
programme.

5.4  Type of activities financed, number and amounts

— 2019 commitment appropriations

This information will become available once the award decisions have been made.
5.5  Method of implementation (tenders, grants, other) and evaluations

The Commission intends to implement this preparatory action by means of prizes and procurement. The
2019 prizes will be awarded through an EU-wide contest. The Commission plans to cover costs related to
communication activities and the organisation of an award ceremony implemented through existing
framework contracts or through new procurement procedure. The Commission is planning to support the
submission and the evaluation of applications with a suitable IT tool. The development of this IT tool will
be financed within the current preparatory action through existing framework contracts or through new
procurement procedures.

5.6  Types of beneficiaries

Private individuals (natural persons) who are EU citizens and non-governmental legal entities that are
established and based in an EU Member State.
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on recognition of learning periods abroad and produce a model training programme for competence-based
assessment of mobile pupils.

5.6  Types of beneficiaries

Service providers
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ACTION 1: Evidence and experience relating to Horizon 2020 and ESI Fund 2014-2020 implementation

The preparatory action provides assistance to regions across the EU that are substantially lagging behind in
efforts to strengthen their ‘stairway to excellence’; it will provide lessons to be draw for the follow-up
activities.

This Action 1 aims at delivering analytical support in view of fostering excellence and closing the
innovation gap between the MS and regions of the European Union. It focuses on evidence and experience
relating to Horizon 2020 and ESI Fund 2014-2020 implementation, including regarding R&D expenditure.
The aim is also to identify ongoing positive/negative trends with regard to participation in cross-border
consortia and with regard to diversification of H2020 engagement.

ACTION 2: Support to solve the most recurrent weaknesses in taking up policy recommendations related to
specific bottlenecks at national level

The policy support and partnering support activities aim to support EU Member States and regions in
closing the innovation gap and in combining different EU R&I funding sources in RIS3 implementation.

The action 2 will deliver policy support to national and regional managing authorities in areas of common
interest in relation to building capacity, rolling out training for optimising the use of H2020, improving
RIS3 governance, optimal use of R&I funds, promoting excellence in research, and improving innovation
management. Action 2 is understood as a bottom-up approach, and will focus on activities in which MS and
regions show particular common interest. Active engagement of ESIF and other relevant managing
authorities and relevant stakeholders in the MSs and regions concerned are essential for the success of the
actions undertaken.

A new phase 5 (IV — V) of preparatory action started in July 2018 and will last 24 months. The purpose of
this Administrative Arrangement is for JRC to support the Commission on the enhancement of the value of
EU funding sources for research, regional development and innovation in RIS3 implementation with a
strategic focus on assuring preparedness of Member States /regions for the post 2020 programming period
in the area of Research and Innovation.

The activities under the preparatory action are concentrated around 5 working packages: The project
comprises six main strands of activity:

e Support to reform of national/regional R&I systems: The main objective of the work package is to
develop support activities that help improve national as well as regional R&I systems, with a view to
better implement RIS3;

e Capacity Building: The main objective of the work package is the provision of accompanying activities
carried out under WP1 taking into account the challenges raised by multi-level governance and
decentralisation;

e Exploring Funding Synergies and International networks: The main objective of the work package is to
foster interregional and international collaboration through the use of EU wide networks, both through
rolling out approaches tested under S2EIIIl and through developing and testing new approaches;, . EU
wide networks can include Joint Undertakings, KICs, ERA-Nets, JPIs, thematic S3 platforms, etc;

e Synergies and New Scenarios: This WP aims to set op new scenarios for funding synergies and
optimising RIS3 implementation;

e Policy Support, Analysis and Dissemination: Continued analytical support focuses both increasing
understanding and monitoring progress made in facilitating access to H2020 and in implementing
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https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-europe/sites/creative-europe/files/2019-annual-work-
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-europe/content/music-moves-europe-preparatory-action-all-four-

- Co-operation of small music venues - cooperation on the identification, development and
showcasing of innovative operational models of small music venues across Europe

- Co-creation - elaboration and implementation of European musical co-creation or residencies'
schemes for musicians and professionals, open to all music genres and to collaborations across
musical sub-genres

- Music education and learning - elaboration and implementation of innovative approaches to foster
music education and learning, involving representatives/representative organisations from both
sectors; and

- Procurement (call for tender or existing framework contract):

- FExport of European music - preparation and implementation of a scheme to experiment the
representation of European music on international music markets, festivals and conferences;

— Health and well-being of music creators - exploring the specific health issues that musicians are
facing during their career and recommendations should be developed to address the problems
identified;

- Support for implementation — Communication and IT experts, as well as external experts.
5.6 Types of beneficiaries

Service contractors for tenders procedures and public or private organisations active in the music sector for
the calls for proposals
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5.6 Types of beneficiaries

Study and technical assistance service providers.
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training of officials and experts; the first phase of INNOVACT came to an end in December 2018.
The project website is available at the following address: www.innovactplatform.eu

INNOV-AL (Innovation in Latin America) platform to support dissemination of the EU regional
policy experience and good practices and to develop further cooperation between national and
regional authorities and specialized agencies in four Latin American countries (Argentina, Chile,
Colombia and Peru, as well as three Brazilian States — Pard, Parana and Pernambuco) both between
themselves, and, with EU countries and regions on the definition and implementation of
decentralised, regional-level innovation and smart specialisation policies. The project (ongoing)
organised several working group meetings, technical and tailored training and capacity building
activities during 2018. The project website is available at the following address:
http://www .innovalplatform.eu

Technical assistance project on cooperation with Argentina on multi-level governance systems in
the framework of regional policy. The project (ongoing) provides technical assistance in the overall
design of the federal system of territorial development, focusing on the process of interaction of the
three tiers of government, as well as civil society and started to implement a capacity-building
programme in five Argentinean provinces during 2018.

Fourth edition of the URBELAC network (city-to-city cooperation between EU and Latin America
on the theme of circular economy) co-funded with the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB),
two meetings of the network have been organised in the last quarter of 2018 (ongoing).

During 2018, extensive consultations have been conducted with CELAC country partners (Argentina,
Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Mexico and Peru) in the framework notably of the respective Bilateral Regional
Policy Dialogues, to identify common priorities and joint cooperation activities. Priority has been given to
the preparation of regional projects (involving several CELAC countries) including a network dimension, as
well as to provide appropriate follow up to previous preparatory studies and projects.

Intentions for the current year 2019:

To provide continuity to the main regional projects currently being implemented. In particular, the
following activities are planned:

Second phase of INNOVACT (Innovation for territorial cohesion) platform to promote cross-
border regional innovation strategies and cross-border value chains in selected border regions
(namely, by incorporating to the project the border areas of Ecuador-Peru, Bolivia-Peru and
Argentina-Brazil) while organising tailored capacity building activities in the four areas covered
under the first phase.

Second phase of INNOV-AL (Innovation in Latin America) platform to support dissemination of
the EU regional policy experience and good practices and to develop further cooperation between
national and regional authorities and specialized agencies in several Latin American countries than
expressed interest (two Mexican States and two Brazilian States to be designated following
consultation with respective national authorities).

To continue implementing the fourth edition of the URBELAC Network (EU-LAC city network
implemented in cooperation with IDB) under the theme of Circular Economy (providing UIA
cities, as Maribor, to opportunity to exchange current experience with LAC cities).

To continue implementing the technical assistance project "EU-Argentina regional policy
cooperation on multi-level governance systems. Institution and capacity building on regional policy
programming and implementation" (capacity building programme for national and regional
officials)

Technical assistance project on Cross-border urban agendas in MERCOSUR countries.
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ACTION 1: Evidence and experience relating to Horizon 2020 and ESI Fund 2014-2020 implementation

The preparatory action provides assistance to regions across the EU that are substantially lagging behind in
efforts to strengthen their ‘stairway to excellence’; it will provide lessons to be draw for the follow-up
activities.

This Action 1 aims at delivering analytical support in view of fostering excellence and closing the
innovation gap between the MS and regions of the European Union. It focuses on evidence and experience
relating to Horizon 2020 and ESI Fund 2014-2020 implementation, including regarding R&D expenditure.
The aim is also to identify ongoing positive/negative trends with regard to participation in cross-border
consortia and with regard to diversification of H2020 engagement.

ACTION 2: Support to solve the most recurrent weaknesses in taking up policy recommendations related to
specific bottlenecks at national level

The policy support and partnering support activities aim to support EU Member States and regions in
closing the innovation gap and in combining different EU R&I funding sources in RIS3 implementation.

The action 2 will deliver policy support to national and regional managing authorities in areas of common
interest in relation to building capacity, rolling out training for optimising the use of H2020, improving
RIS3 governance, optimal use of R&I funds, promoting excellence in research, and improving innovation
management. Action 2 is understood as a bottom-up approach, and will focus on activities in which MS and
regions show particular common interest. Active engagement of ESIF and other relevant managing
authorities and relevant stakeholders in the MSs and regions concerned are essential for the success of the
actions undertaken.

A new phase 5 (IV — V) of preparatory action started in July 2018 and will last 24 months. The purpose of
this Administrative Arrangement is for JRC to support the Commission on the enhancement of the value of
EU funding sources for research, regional development and innovation in RIS3 implementation with a
strategic focus on assuring preparedness of Member States /regions for the post 2020 programming period
in the area of Research and Innovation.

The activities under the preparatory action are concentrated around five working packages: The project
comprises six main strands of activity:

e Support to reform of national/regional R&I systems: The main objective of the work package is to
develop support activities that help improve national as well as regional R&I systems, with a view to
better implement RIS3;

e Capacity Building: The main objective of the work package is the provision of accompanying activities
carried out under WP1 taking into account the challenges raised by multi-level governance and
decentralisation;

e Exploring Funding Synergies and International networks: The main objective of the work package is to
foster interregional and international collaboration through the use of EU wide networks, both through
rolling out approaches tested under S2EIII and through developing and testing new approaches; . EU
wide networks can include Joint Undertakings, KICs, ERA-Nets, JPIs, thematic S3 platforms, etc;

e Synergies and New Scenarios: This WP aims to set op new scenarios for funding synergies and
optimising RIS3 implementation;

e Policy Support, Analysis and Dissemination: Continued analytical support focuses both increasing
understanding and monitoring progress made in facilitating access to H2020 and in implementing
funding synergies, as well as on codifying experiences and drawing methodological lessons from the
project implementation.
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projects, follow-up of project results, follow-up and control of expenditures. According to progress report of
May 2018, structures for the implementation of the ARPAF were successfully set up and the EUSALP
executive board was closely involved in the implementation. EUSALP action groups showed strong interest
in the ARPAF funding possibilities. Six projects (ALPJOBS, Circul Alps, CrossBorder, HEALPS, TransAlp,
Triple Wood) were approved in 2017 and 2018 and had kick-off events in early 2018 with 30 months
implementation period till February 2020. The selected projects involve multiple EUSALP action groups as
project participants and observers and they will therefore foster exchange and cooperation between AG.

In 2018, EUR 250 000 was allocated to the regional government of Tyrol to organise the EUSALP Annual
Forum of 2018. The land of Tyrol had the Rotating Presidency of the European Strategy for the Alpine
Region from 7 February 2018. The Annual Forum of the EU Strategy for the Alpine Region is a yearly
event that provides the necessary high-level political and economic platform that is a prerequisite for a
successful implementation of the Strategy. During the days of the Annual Forum the key representatives and
actors of the region exchange on current events and also get the opportunity to discuss possible commons
solutions to the key challenges facing the Strategy. Around 700 stakeholders from all levels (EU, national,
regional, local) participated in Innsbruck at the second EUSALP Annual Forum to discuss “shaping future
together with the next generation”.

Furthermore, during 2018 EUR 140 000 was reserved to addressing and improving internal and external
communication of EUSALP. Workshops were organised in 23 October 2018 and 26 June 2018 and a further
communication workshop is planned for 2019.

Intentions for the current year 2019:

During 2019, 250 000 EUR has been allocated to the Region of Lombardia that took over the Rotating
Presidency of the European Strategy for the Alpine Region in January 2019 to organise the 2019 EUSALP
Annual Forum.

The ARPAF fund will be extended (ARPAF II) with additional EUR 1 million of allocation from the 2018
budget. The additional measures in ARPAF 1II will support the preparation or implementation of
transnational projects which contribute to the objectives of the European Strategy for the Alpine Region and
support the establishment of economic and social cooperation in the macro-region contribution to further
integration in a practical way. It will facilitate the preparation, implementation, and capitalization of
concrete projects through activities such as tailored expertise to project holders and through more efficient
coordination of different funding instruments in the Alpine region. Particular attention will be given to
strategic projects with connections and/or spill-over effects between the different Action Groups. For
ARPAF II, the EUSALP Executive Board has decided to focus on five topics: Digitalisation, soil protection,
transport, sustainable Value Chains based on Natural Resources, and qualification.

In 2019, funding will be granted to the setting-up of the Alpine Youth Initiative, renamed to
Y outh. Shaping. EUSALP following the motto of the Tyrolean 2018 EUSALP Presidency. The demographic
change and migration of young people has been identified as one of the most important challenges for the
Alpine Region. Accordingly, the aim of initiative is to develop innovative ways to incorporate young people
in the activities of EUSALP, to raise awareness for EUSALP and to get young people think about their
connection to the Alpine Space. Building on the proposal of the Action Plan to set up a Youth Alpine
Dialogue under Action 3, the action aims to foster transnational exchange among young people on the
EUSALP territory. This exchange should take the form of a broadly organised EUSALP youth congress. A
direct grant of 310 000 EUR will be awarded to the regional government of Tyrol, which holds the technical
competence and administrative power for the set-up of the Alpine Youth Initiative as part of the Tyrolean
Presidency Work Programme. A further EUR 60 000 is reserved for expert work.
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5.5  Method of implementation (tenders, grants, other) and evaluations

The preparatory action will be implemented through specific service contracts under an existing framework
contract (Contract notice 2016/S 127-227373 of 05 July 2016). The company Ecorys has been awarded the
above framework contract following the open call for tenders (contract award notice 2016/S 240-436892).

5.6 Types of beneficiaries

Private company.
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5.3 Documentation and expected results
- Is there any documentation setting out the main elements of this pilot project/preparatory action?

The Commission Financing Decision C(2019)2233, adopted on 1 April 2019, sets out the main elements of
this pilot project.

— Do similar activities exist, which are already covered by a legal basis?

No.

— At this stage, is it envisaged to follow up this project/action with a legislative proposal?
No, no follow up is envisaged due to it being in its first year.

5.4 Type of activities financed, number and amounts

As 2019 is the first year of implementation of the pilot project, these details are not yet known.
5.5  Method of implementation (tenders, grants, other) and evaluations

The Commission intends to implement this pilot project by means of a call for proposals, "A Europe-wide
rapid response mechanism for violations of press and media freedom" (09 02 77 09); and "Supporting
investigative journalism and media freedom in the EU" (09 05 77 10).

5.6 Types of beneficiaries

- Non-profit organisation (private or public);
- International organisations;

- Universities;

- Other educational institutions;

- Research centres.
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5.3 Documentation and expected results

- Is there any documentation setting out the main elements of this preparatory action?

e 2016 commitment appropriations: The Commission financing decision C(2016)2411, adopted on 27
April 2016, sets out the main elements of this preparatory action.

e Call documents are available at the following address: https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-
market/en/news/call-proposals-try-out-innovative-strategies-enhance-circulation-european-tv-
content-throughout.

e Information on ARTE: https://www.arte.tv/sites/en/corporate/what-we-do/?lang=en#about.

e Information on VPRO: https://www.youtube.com/user/ VPR Ointernational &
https://www.youtube.com/user/VPROBacklight.

e 2017 commitment appropriations: The Commission financing decision C(2017) 2755 of 28 April
2017, sets out the main elements of this preparatory action.

e C(Call documents are available at the following address: https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-
market/en/news/call-proposals-preparatory-action-subtitling-european-cultural -tv-content-across-
europe.

e 2018 commitment appropriations: The Commission Financing Decision C(2018)6834, adopted on 22
October 2018 sets out the main elements of this preparatory action.

e (Call documents are available at the following address: https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-
market/en/news/preparatory-action-subtitling-european-cultural -tv-content-across-europe

— Do similar activities exist, which are already covered by a legal basis?

General actions on subtitling exist within the Distribution Schemes of the Creative Europe Programme
(Regulation (EU) No 1295/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 December 2013
establishing the Creative Europe Programme (2014 to 2020).

— At this stage, is it envisaged to follow up this project/action with a legislative proposal?

In 2019, the support to subtitling activities will be continued in Creative Europe MEDIA Programme,
through a scheme "Promotion of European audiovisual Works Online". This action will be implemented
through a direct grant to ARTE in action 4 of the scheme entitled: "Support to the circulation of factual
cultural content on line, through a new action aimed at supporting the provision of subtitles to European
cultural TV programming across Europe". The direct award of this grant is justified by the specific
characteristics of the action, requiring a high degree of specialisation that ARTE as DE-FR broadcaster
possesses.

ARTE is a key player in the European cultural audiovisual environment. The quality of its programming, its
efforts in investment in new technologies, as well as its clear transnational dimension and multilingual offer
are well recognized across Europe. Since 2014, ARTE has been developing a multilingual ofter in English,
Spanish, Polish and Italian for a selection of the programmes they broadcast in Germany and France, with
support from the EU pilot projects and preparatory actions. The programmes are currently available online
in six languages on the channel’s website (www .arte.tv), connected TV and mobile apps for smartphones
and tablets. Through this linguistic choice, ARTE has the potential to reach almost 70 % (i.e. about 350
million people) of Europe’s 508 million citizens in their mother tongue. ARTE’s cross border cultural offer
is unmatched by any other European broadcaster.

Therefore, following an invitation to ARTE to submit a proposal, in accordance with Articles 189 and 195
(f) of the Financial Regulation, ARTE will be tasked with the provision of subtitles to their factual cultural
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Due to the late adoption of the Commission Financing Decision in 2018, the first year of implementation of
the preparatory action is not yet complete and the these details are not yet known.

- 2019 commitment appropriations

The second year of the implementation of the preparatory action will follow when the first year has finished
and so these details are not yet known.

5.5  Method of implementation (tenders, grants, other) and evaluations
The Commission intends to implement this preparatory action by means of a grant via a call for proposals.
5.6 Types of beneficiaries

Any economic operator established in the EU Member States with an experience in media literacy education
and/or expertise in the spread of disinformation.
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of EU law including the Charter. Moreover, the feasibility study will outline how EU financial support in
this domain can ensure, in accordance with the principle of subsidiarity, an added value with respect to what
already exists to the better enforcement of EU law.

5.4 Type of activities financed, number and amounts

— 2018 commitment appropriations

This information will be made available once the award decision has been made.
5.5  Method of implementation (tenders, grants, other) and evaluations

The preparatory action will be implemented by a combination of grants (EUR 540 000) and procurement
(EUR 60 000). The grants will focus on capacity building for litigating cases relating to democracy, rule of
law and fundamental rights violations. For the feasibility study, currently a negotiated procedure for low
value contracts is envisaged. The contractor will:

e analyse in detail the replies to the stakeholder consultation undertaken in 2018, and summarise its

main outcomes in terms of gaps, needs and value added;
e carry out a mapping of existing private and public "litigation funds”;
e outline how EU financial support in this domain can ensure:
a) coherence with the competences of the EU under the Treaties and the subsidiarity principle;
b) added value with respect to what already exists;
¢) added value in terms of contributing to a better enforcement of EU law and

d) that all the necessary requirements (including legal basis to act), conditions and safeguards
for sound management of the fund are taken into account, also with a view to minimise any
possible reputational risks.

5.6 Types of beneficiaries

The preparatory action targets organisations (including private and/or public organisations, profit/non-profit
organisations, such as civil society organisations and independent human rights bodies), networks or
partnerships involving independent legal professionals and practitioners, the latter being intended as experts,
lawyers, legal advisers and consultants which may assist or represent individuals wishing to litigate their
rights under EU law including the Charter at national and European level, or otherwise intervene in such
proceedings before national and European courts.
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5.3 Documentation and expected results

— Is there any documentation setting out the main elements of this preparatory action?

Commitment appropriations were voted for this preparatory action for the first year under the 2018 Budget.

The overall objective of the project is to develop a concept for the creation of European hubs for civil
protection and crisis management and to test the hubs’ European dimension in practice. The pilot European
hub shall focus in particular on forest fire risk management bringing together: (i) applied sciences for risk

assessment (e.g. methodologies and use of data); (ii) preparedness actions, such as multinational training
and exercises, and (ii1) relevant response capabilities. The preparatory action shall support the Union Civil
Protection Mechanism (UCPM)’s objective to scale up the European dimension of disaster risk
management, particularly in view of the recent legislative proposal amending the Union Civil Protection
Mechanism (available at the following link: ), hereby called rescEU.

The call for tender will include four components which should be an integral part of the selected project:

Science for assessing risks: identify, test and further develop innovative approaches of science-based
risk assessments to improve decision - making and information sharing in the field of crisis
management. Best practices within the Union that build on the use of innovative tools and
methodologies should be exchanged, tested and further improved in the course of the project.

Cross-border preparedness: Prepare and implement specialised training and simulation courses for
teams and experts (key management and operational personnel). Civil protection authorities of EU
Member States, States eligible to become Participating States in the Union Civil Protection
Mechanism established by Decision No 1313/2013 and third countries in the Neighbourhood should
be involved based on their regional and national risk plans. This action should bring together civil
protection personnel and experts in a regional hub or centre of excellence. A close link with current
UCPM training programme should be ensured.

Strengthened response governance: Strengthening the architecture for cross-border disaster response
to forest fires, in particular through evaluation exercises and joint learning from real operations and
exchange of experts. This shall be done both at management and operational level and aim also at
further developing SOPs and measures that support the Host Nation Support framework, the
interoperability and logistics of capacities as well as safety measures for response operations (e.g.
maintenance and deployment modalities).

Put forward a possible model for European hubs based on other risks (including floods) in view of a
possible application in the framework of rescEU.

— Do similar activities exist, which are already covered by a legal basis?

No.

— At this stage, is it envisaged to follow up this project/action with a legislative proposal?

No.

3.3 Type of activities financed, number and amounts

- 2018 commitment appropriations

454







HEADING 5

456












https://publications.europa.eu/en/web/eudatathon






https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/?fuseaction=list&coteId=3&year=2017&number=3971
https://etendering.ted.europa.eu/cft/cft-display.html?cftId=3375
https://ted.europa.eu/TED/notice/udl?uri=TED:NOTICE:457976-2018:TEXT:EN:HTML



https://ioinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/eu-fossa-2/eu-fossa-2-deliveries
https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/eu-fossa-2






















	Draft-budget-2020--WD-4--web--1.4 cover.pdf
	Draft General Budget
	Draft-budget-2020--WD-4--web--1.4 back.pdf

