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2021 Rule of Law Report - targeted
stakeholder consultation

[ Fields marked with * are mandatory. }

Introduction

The first annual Rule of Law Report was published on 30 September 2020. It is the core of the new
European rule of law mechanism, which acts as a preventive tool, deepening multilateral dialogue and joint
awareness of rule of law issues.

In the preparation of the first annual Rule of Law Report, the Commission relied on a diversity of relevant
sources, including from Member States, country visits, and stakeholders’ contributions collected through a
targeted stakeholder consultation[1]. The information provided has informed the Member State-specific
assessments of the Commission in preparing the Report. Building on the positive experience from the first
Rule of Law Report, the Commission is inviting stakeholders to provide written contributions for the
preparation of the 2021 Rule of Law Report through this targeted consultation.

The contributions should cover in particular (1) feedback and developments with regard to the points raised
in the country chapters of the 2020 Rule of Law Report and (2) any other significant developments since
January 2020[2] falling under the ‘type of information’ outlined in next section. This would also include
significant rule of law developments in relation to the COVID-19 pandemic falling under the scope of the
four pillars covered by the report.

The input should be short and concise, if possible in English, and summarise information related to one or
more of the areas referred to in the template. You are invited to focus on the areas that relate to the scope
of work and expertise of your organisation. Existing reports, statements, legislation or other documents may
be referenced with a link (no need to provide the full text). Stakeholders are encouraged to make
references to any contributions already provided in a different context or to Reports and documents already
published.

Contributions should focus on significant developments both as regards the legal framework and its
implementation in practice.

Please provide your contribution by 8 March. Should you have any requests for clarifications, you can
contact the Commission at the following email address: rule-of-law-network@ec.europa.eu.

If you encounter persisting difficulties in submitting your contribution, please submit it directly by
email to rule-of-law-network@ec.europa.eu



[1] https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/2020-rule-law-report-targeted-stakeholder-consultation_en

[2] Unless the information was already submitted in the consultation for the 2020 Rule of Law Report.

Type of information

The topics are structured according to four pillars: I. Justice system; Il. Anti-corruption framework; lll. Media
pluralism; and IV. Other institutional issues related to checks and balances. The replies could include
aspects set out below under each pillar. This can include challenges, current work streams, positive
developments and best practices:

Legislative developments

® Newly adopted legislation
® | egislative drafts currently discussed in Parliament
® | egislative plans envisaged by the Government

Policy developments

Implementation of legislation

Evaluations, impact assessment, surveys

White papers/strategies/actions plans/consultation processes

Follow-up to reports/recommendations of Council of Europe bodies or other international
organisations

Important administrative measures

Generalised practices

Developments related to the judiciary / independent authorities

Important case law by national courts

Important decision/opinions from independent bodies/authorities

State of play on terms and nominations for high-level positions (e.g. Supreme Court, Constitutional
Court, Council for the Judiciary, heads of independent authorities included in the scope of the
request for input[1])

Any other relevant developments

® National authorities are free to add any further information, which they deem relevant; however, this
should be short and to the point.

Please include, where relevant, information related to measures taken in the context of the COVID-19
pandemic under the relevant topics.

If there are no changes, it is sufficient to indicate this and the information covered in the 2020 Rule of Law
Report should not be repeated.



[1] Such as: media regulatory authorities and bodies, national human rights institutions, equality bodies, ombudsman institutions and supreme

audit institutions.

About you

* | am giving my contribution as

Other

If "Other", please specify

* Organisation name

250 character(s) maximum

*Main Areas of Work
[T Justice System
[T Anti-corruption
[] Media Pluralism
Other

If "Other", please specify

* Please insert an URL towards your organisation's main online presence or describe your organisation
briefly:

500 character(s) maximum

Transparency register number

* Country of origin

Slovakia

* First Name



*Surname

* Email Adress of the organisation (this information will not be published)

* Publication of your contribution and privacy settings

@ Anonymous - Only your type of respondent, country of origin and contribution will be published.
Organisation name, URL, transparency register number, first name and surname given above will not be
published. To maintain anonymity, please refrain from mentioning the name of your organisation
and any details from which your organisation an be identified in the rest of your contribution.

" Public - Your personal details (name, organisation name, transparency register number, country of origin
will be published with your contribution.
") No publication - Your contribution will not be published. Elements of your contribution may be referred to
anonymously in documents produced by the Commission based on this consultation.

| agree with the personal data protection provisions.

Questions on horizontal developments

In this section, you are invited to provide information on general horizontal developments or trends, both
positive and negative, covering all or several Member States. In particular, you could mention issues that
are common to several Member States, as well as best practices identified in one Member State that could
be replicated. Moreover, you could refer to your activities in the area of the four pillars and sub-topics (an
overview of all sub-topics can be found below), and, if you represent a Network of national organisations, to
the support you might have provided to one of your national members.

Overview topics for contribution
overview topics for contribution.pdf

Please provide any relevant information on horizontal developments here

5000 character(s) maximum


https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/specific_privacy_statement_targeted_stakeholder_consultation_2021_rule_of_law_report.pdf

Hello, | would like to point out that there is no democracy in Slovakia. Children in schools are forced to wear
a veil and can only go to school if the parent has a negative covid test. Some students have not been to
school for over a year. There is discrimination against children in schools. It is pointlessly tested for covid if
you do not have a covid test so you can't even go to work, the bank, to the doctor. Citizens are in material
need. The National Council does not inform citizens about side effects after vaccination and that vaccines
are conditionally approved. Human rights of movement and residence are constantly being violated. The
Public Health Office issues nonsensical decrees that force people to comply, and citizens receive heavy
fines for non-compliance. They restrict citizens' freedom not on the basis of the law but on the basis of
decrees. And the worst part is that the Attorney General, Mr. Zilinka, who is supposed to be on the side of
the citizen, is silent and does nothing.

Well thank you

Sincerely

Babkova.

Questions on developments in Member States

The following four pillars are sub-divided into topics and sub-topics. You are invited to provide concrete
information on significant developments, focusing primarily on developments since January 2020, for each
of the sub-topics which are relevant for your work. Please feel free to provide a link to and reference
relevant legislation/documents. Significant developments can include challenges, positive developments
and best practices, covering both legislative developments or implementation and practices (as outlined
under “type of information”).

If there are developments you consider relevant under each of the four pillars that are not mentioned in the
sub-topics, please add them under the section "other - please specify". Only significant developments
should be covered.

Please note that, due to the size of the questionnaire, certain elements may be slow to load, especially if
selecting many Member States at once. In such cases, it is recommended to wait a few minutes to let the
page load correctly.

Member States covered in contribution [several choices possible]
Please select all Member States for which you wish to contribute information. For each Member State, a separate template for providing
information will open. This may take several minutes to fully load.

[T Austria

[C] Belgium

[C] Bulgaria

[C] Croatia

[Tl Cyprus

[T Czechia

[Tl Denmark

[C] Estonia

] Finland

[Tl France

[l Germany

[T Greece

[T Hungary



Ireland

Italy

Latvia
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Malta
Netherlands
Poland
Portugal
Romania
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Slovak Republic
[T Slovenia

[l spain

[C] Sweden

Contact

rule-of-law-network@ec.europa.eu





