
 

 

Bernardus SMULDERS 

 
Nationality 

 
Dutch 

Academic 
qualifications 

 09/2018: Influence and Negotiation Strategies Programme – Certificate of 
Stanford Business School 

 09/2011: Managerial Skills for International Business Programme – Certificate of 
INSEAD 

 11/2010: Essentials of Leadership Programme – Certificate of the London 
Business School 

 1984: Degree of Master of Laws (LL.M) – London School of Economics and 
Political Science 

 1983: Degree of Master of Laws (LL.M) – University of Leiden 

Professional 
experience in the 

European Institutions 

 Since March 2022: Deputy Director-General responsible for State Aid Policy – 
Directorate-General “Competition” (DG COMP) 

 
 01/2020 – 02/2022: Director (Principal Legal Advisor) – Head of the WTO & Trade 

Policy Team – Legal Service of the European Commission (SJ) 
 

 11/2014 – 11/2019: Head of Cabinet of First Vice President of the European 
Commission, Commissioner Frans Timmermans 

 
 03/2008 – 10/2014: Director (Principal Legal Advisor), Head of the Institutional 

Law & EMU Team (SJ) 
 

 12/2004 – 02/2008: Head of Cabinet of Commissioner Neelie Kroes (Competition) 
 

 09/2000 – 11/2004: Member of Cabinet of Mr Romano Prodi, President of the 
European Commission 

 
 09/1999 – 08/2000: Member of Cabinet of Commissioner Frits Bolkestein (Internal 

Market, Taxation and Customs Union) 
 

 01/1995 – 08/1999: Member of Cabinet of Commissioner Hans van den Broek 
(External Relations, Enlargement and Neighbourhood Policy) 

 
 01/1991 – 12/1994: Member of the European Commission Legal Service 

 1993 – 1994: Member of the Antitrust & Merger & State Aid Control Team 
 1991 – 1992: Member of the Internal Market, Taxation and EMU Team 

Professional 
experience before 

joining the European 
Institutions 

 03/1985 – 12/1990: Advocate, Member of the Amsterdam Bar, practising 
consecutively in the banking & corporate law, intellectual property and EU law 
departments of the international law firm NautaDutilh, co-managing its Brussels office 
from 1988 – 1990 and elected partner in June 1990 
 

Other activities  Judicial activities (pro bono): Judge substitute (‘Raadsheer Plaatsvervanger’) in 
the Court of Appeal of The Hague 

 Research and Teaching activities (partially remunerated, mostly pro bono): 
Professor of European and International Competition Law at the Free University of 
Brussels (since 2010); Visiting Professor of European Protection of the Rule of Law, 
European Competition law and EMU law at the College of Europe in Bruges (since 
2013), the Collegio europeo di Parma (since 2003), the the Université de Paris 2 
(Panthéon Assas) (since 2018), among others. 

Language Skills  Dutch (mother tongue) 
 

 English – French 
 German, Italian 

 


