
The number of new complaints made against Ireland has been constantly increasing and in 2014 approached double 
the 2011 level. However, new EU Pilot files opened against Ireland nearly halved from their 2013 peak. The overall 
number of pending infringement cases has not varied much over the last four years, with 2014 seeing a slight rise back 
to 2011 levels. New infringement cases for late transposition remained very low for the third year running, at less than 
one third of their levels in 2010 and 2011.
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In preliminary rulings, the Court ruled that:

•	 the Data Retention Directive1 is invalid. The reten-
tion of data required by the directive might be 
considered appropriate to meet the objective of 
fighting organised crime and terrorism, and there-
fore of improving public security. However, the 
directive’s wide-ranging and serious interference 
with the fundamental rights to respect of private 
life and to protection of personal data is not suf-
ficiently limited to what is strictly necessary;2

•	 Member States are not required to grant mater-
nity leave or adoption leave to a female worker 
who as a commissioning mother had a baby 
through a surrogacy arrangement;3

•	 the definitions of ‘residence’ and ‘stay’ for the pur-
poses of applying Regulation (EC) No 883/2004 
on the coordination of social security systems 
apply when someone is suddenly taken seriously 
ill while on holiday in another Member State and 
is compelled to remain in that Member State as a 
result of the illness;4

•	 the principles of effectiveness and the right to 
good administration under EU asylum law5 allow 
Member States to apply national procedures 
under which an application for subsidiary protec-
tion is examined only after an application for ref-
ugee status has been refused, provided that it is 
possible to submit both applications at the same 
time and that the national rules do not make the 
procedure unreasonably long.6

More information: 
European Commission Staff Working document - 2014 Annual Report “Monitoring the application of Union Law” (part II: Member States)

1 Directive 2006/24/EC. 
2 �Digital Rights Ireland and Seitlinger and Others, C-293/12 and 

C-594/12 and Court press release No 54/14.
3 D., C-167/12 and Court press release No 36/14.
4 ‘I’, C-255/13.
5 �Directive 2004/83/CE in the meantime replaced by Directive 

2011/95.
6 H. N., C-604/12.

http://ec.europa.eu/atwork/applying-eu-law/infringements-proceedings/annual-reports/index_en.htm
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32006L0024&rid=3
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?num=C-293/12&language=en
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?num=C-293/12&language=en
http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2014-04/cp140054en.pdf
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&jur=C,T,F&num=C-167/12&td=ALL
http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2014-03/cp140036en.pdf
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?pro=&nat=or&oqp=&dates=&lg=&language=en&jur=C%2CT%2CF&cit=none%252CC%252CCJ%252CR%252C2008E%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252Ctrue%252Cfalse%252Cfalse&num=C-255%252F13&td=%3BALL&pcs=Oor&avg=&page=1&mat=or&jge=&for=&cid=573810
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1432041586557&uri=CELEX:32004L0083
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1432041621134&uri=CELEX:32011L0095
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&jur=C,T,F&num=C-604/12&td=ALL

