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| TRANSLATION

Téma : Atpakal uz Nakotni

Tavs e-pasts, kura Tu teici, ka baidies doties atpakal uz skolu, tieSam mani sasmidinaja. Péc visiem
Siem gadiem esot skolotajai, nevar bit, ka Tu Sausminies par jaunu macibu gadu tik pat daudz cik
tad, kad tu vél pati sédé&ji skolas sola. Lai nu ka, esmu glaimota, ka jautaji man idejas, kuras
izmantot aizraujoSiem projektiem ar saviem vecakajiem skoléniem. PastastiSu tev vienu, ko més
darijam pagajusogad. Més parrunajam dazadas sliktas lietas, kuras notiek visapkart, ka pasaule ap
mums ir gandriz ka liesmas, utt. Nemot véra, ka skoléni ir ta saucama "sniegparslinu" jeb
tukstoSgades paaudze, un sniegparslinam ir spéjas nodzést uguni, es uzdevu viniem veidot
prezentacijas par to, ka jauni cilvéki spé&j izmainit pasauli(Uz labo pusi, protams!).

Ka jau varéja gaidit, Gréta Tunberga bija viens no visbiezak pieminétajiem vardiem.(Mans dators
visu laiku labo vinas vardu par "Great Tunberga", kas, mana skatijuma, pierada, ka maksliga
inteligence ir ista.) Ir visai neticami domat, ka piecpadsmit gadiga jauniete no pilnigi nepazistama
cilveka, varétu klat par visiem zinamu klimata aktivistu. Dzirdét par to, ka daudzi skoléni runa par
vinas skolas streiku, un ka tas vinus iedvesmo cinities ar klimata problémam, man patieSam deva
ceribu nakotnei. Vinas véstijums par to, ka més nekad neesam par mazu, lai kaut ko mainitu, skiet,
trapija pa istajam stigam. Tas man atgadina kadu afrikanu sakamvardu : "Ja tu doma, ka esi par
mazu, lai kaut ko izmainitu, tu nekad neesi pavadijis nakti viena istaba ar odu."

Bija ari dazas citas interesantas prezentacijas. Kads skoléns stastija par Bojanu Slatu - kadu
niderlandiesu jaunieti, kurs izdomaja sistemu, ka savakt plastmasas atkritumus no okeana. Vai Tu
zinaji, ka vinam bija tikai seSpadsmit, kad vins to izdomaja, un tikai devinpadsmit, kad vins
nodibinaja "The Ocean Cleanup" kompaniju, un ieguva cilvékus, kuri finansétu vina kampanu, cina
pret plastmasas piesarnojumu? Sobrid vini izmégina prototipu Lielaja Klusa okeana atkritumu kalna.

Cita prezentacija bija par to, ka tlkstos devini simti septindesmit sestaja gada, ¢etrpadsmitgadiga
romanu vingrotaja Nadija Komaneci - pirma vingrotaja kura olimpisko spélu vésturé ir ieguvusi visus
desmit punktus par savu uzstasanos - brugéja celu Sodienas Simonei Billei ar savam inovativajam
treninu rutinam. Es tikai nezinu, vai tas skaitas ka burtiski veidot nakotni, vai ari tas bija mazliet
izstiepts jédziens.
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RE: Back to the Future

Your e-mail about dreading going back to school really cracked me up. After all these years you've
been a teacher, surely you can’t still be dreading the start of the new school year as much as you
did when you were on the other side of the desk? Anyway, I'm flattered you asked to pick my brains
for ideas for a fun project to do with your senior students. Here’s one | did with my lot at the end of
last year. We were discussing all the terrible things happening everywhere and how everything is
on fire, etc. Seeing as the students’ generation is the so-called ‘snowflake’ or ‘millennial’
generation, and snowflakes have the power to put out fire, | asked them to give a presentation on
how young people can and do change the world (for the better, of course!).

As you might expect, Greta Thunberg was the first name on most lips. (My computer keeps
autocorrecting her name to ‘Great Thunberg’, which is a sure sign of artificial intelligence if you ask
me!) It’s hard to believe that a 15-year old could go from an unknown to a household name for
climate activism so quickly. It gave me such hope for the future to hear so many of the students
talking about her school strike and how it’s inspiring them to take action to combat the climate
crisis. Her message that you are never too small to make a difference seems to have really struck a
chord. It reminds me of that African proverb that says, ‘If you think you are too small to make a
difference, you have never spent the night in a room with a mosquito’.

There were some other interesting presentations as well. One student talked about Boyan Slat, the
Dutch teenager who designed a system to clean up ocean plastic. Did you know he was only 16
when he came up with that idea and just 19 when he founded ‘The Ocean Cleanup’ company and
got people to fund his campaign to try to turn the tide on plastic pollution? Apparently they’re
currently trialling a prototype in the Great Pacific garbage patch.

Another presentation talked about how back in 1976 the then 14-year old Romanian gymnast Nadia
Comaneci - the first gymnast in Olympic history to be awarded the perfect score of 10.0 points for
her performance - paved the way for today’s Simone Biles with her ground-breaking Olympic
routines. Though I'm not sure if that counts as literally shaping the future or was a bit of a stretch!
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