



Project Group Meeting on Democracy
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		Commissioner McGRATH
		High Representative Vice President KALLAS
		Executive Vice-President VIRKKUNEN; 
		Commissioner KOS
Represented by their Cabinet: 	Executive Vice-President MÎNZATU;  
			Commissioner BRUNNER; 
Commissioner LAHBIB; 
Commissioner ZAHARIEVA; 
Commissioner MICALLEF

The third meeting of the Project Group was dedicated to the state of play and key aspects on the work of the European Centre for Democratic Resilience
The Project Group welcomed the good progress being made in general on the European Democracy Shield (EDS) actions, including starting activities for the European Centre for Democratic Resilience within three months of its announcement. It agreed on the urgency and importance of the Centre’s work to deliver tangible results to support Member States to respond to the current context of quantitatively and qualitatively escalating Foreign Information Manipulation and Interference (FIMI) and disinformation, and with a view to building overall democratic resilience. 
The Project Group discussed the Centre’s work, to be carried out in a joined-up approach. There was consensus that work in the Centre should follow a complementary, modular, and project-based approach, making best use of existing tools, networks and structures.  The role of the following tools (e.g., the Digital Services Act ‘DSA’, FIMI Toolbox) and structures (e.g. the Rapid Alert System ‘RAS’, European Digital Media Observatory ‘EDMO’) was particularly flagged , with the Centre acting as a hub ensuring streamlined cooperation between Commission, Member States, candidate countries and other partners.
The Project Group welcomed the work priorities of the Centre for 2026, as they were established through the feedback provided by the Member States via a survey and following the Ministerial level discussion at the kick off of the Centre on 24 February, and discussed the contributions to the projects to be developed. The Blueprint for countering FIMI and disinformation (a joint COM/EEAS/MS effort) was identified as a priority to be operationalised quickly to help Member States protect the integrity of information space. The Project group also supported other projects like the handbook on EU rules and tools to protect elections against interference and the development of common concepts, methods and standards. The Project Group further took note of other workstreams contributing to the Centre: DSA enforcement with more work on election guidelines, systemic risk assessments and updated toolkits; extending EDMO in candidate countries (e.g., Western Balkans); strengthening election observation and support, including social media monitoring; media literacy and digital resilience, with guidelines for educators and youth engagement; independent media funding; citizens engagement panels ).
There was general support among the Project Group for the gradual association of candidate countries and potential candidates in the Centre’s work, which is of  mutual interest. 
The next meeting of the Project Group will  take stock of the implementation of all the actions under the EDS .
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