
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Kurt VANDENBERGHE 
 
 

Nationality 
 
Belgian 
 

Academic qualifications  1990 – 1992 M.A. in International Relations, International 
Economics and Conflict Management, The John Hopkins 
University, Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies 
(SAIS), Washington DC, United States and Bologna, Italy 
 

 1988 – 1989 Diploma in Public and International Affairs, 
Université Catholique de Louvain-la-Neuve, Louvain-la-Neuve, 
Belgium 

 
 1988 Licentiate in Romance Literature and Linguistics (French 

and Italian), Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Leuven, Belgium 
 

Professional experience 
in the European 

Institutions 

 Since 16 January 2023: Director-General – Directorate-General 
Climate Action (DG CLIMA) 
 

 11/2019 – 01/2023: European Green Deal Advisor / Member of the 
Cabinet of President von der Leyen 

 
 02/2016 – 10/2019: Director for Policy Development and 

Coordination (DG RTD) 
 

 06/2019 – 10/2019: Acting Director for Research and Innovation 
Outreach (DG RTD) 

 
 07/2013 – 01/2016: Director for Climate Action and Resource 

Efficiency (DG RTD) 
 
 02/2010 – 06/2013: Head of Cabinet of Commissioner Potočnik 

(Portfolio: Environment) 
 
 11/2004 – 01/2010: Deputy Head of Cabinet / Head of Cabinet of 

Commissioner Potočnik (Portfolio: Science and Research) 
 
 09/1999 – 11/2004: Member of Cabinet of Commissioner Busquin 

(Portfolio: Research) 
 
 01/1999 – 09/1999: Parliamentary Coordinator reporting to the 

Director-General (DG Transport) 
 
 11/1996 – 02/1999: Coordinator of DG Transport’s Research 

Programme, Coordinator of the Commission’s Intermodal Transport 
Task Force (DG Transport) 
 

 
Professional experience 

before joining the 
European Institutions 

 04/1993 – 10/1996: Manager, Ernst & Young Association 
Management 

Language Skills Dutch (mother tongue) 
 French 
 English 


