
 

1 
 

Minutes of 6th meeting of the Informal Working Group on Halloumi/Hellim 

18 December 2023 

 

 

 

The 6th meeting of the Informal Working Group on Halloumi/Hellim (WG) was held on 18 

December 2023 in the Home4Cooperation in Nicosia. The meeting was chaired by the 

Commission services, with the presence of 8 out of 10 members of the WG (see Annex 1).  

 

The meeting started with an introduction of new Co-chair of the Working Group from DG 

SANTE, Ms. Julie Poirot. 

 

The Working Group adopted the Draft agenda shared in advance of the meeting. 

 

The objective of the meeting was to exchange views on the status of implementation of the 

Halloumi/Hellim PDO quality scheme and on the role of the WG in that context. 

 

The guest speaker, Mr. Marios Konstantinou, gave a presentation on the Reflections on the 

implementation of the Halloumi/Hellim PDO quality scheme in the Greek Cypriot community 

(see Annex 2).  

 

In the discussion that followed, different aspects influencing the (future) success of the 

Halloumi/Hellim PDO quality scheme implementation were addressed. Members shared 

views on the availability and pricing of the inputs, especially small ruminants’ milk, as well 

as on different circumstances influencing overall marketing and sales. Members reconfirmed 

that equal standards must apply in both communities. 

 

Members agreed that the WG has contributed to improving relations and information sharing 

between the two communities. 

 

Members thanked Mr. Björnsson for his dedicated work and highly valued steering and 

contribution to discussions of the Working Group.  

 

The next meeting of the Working Group is tentatively planned for the first quarter of 2024 

and will include a presentation on the requirements for Turkish Cypriot HH producers.  

 

The minutes will be posted on the DG REFORM website.  
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Annex 1: List of members participating in the 6th meeting of the Informal Working 

Group on Halloumi/Hellim: 

 

Working Group Members: 

 

· Andrea, Christo 

· Andreou, Andreas 

· Avunduk, Bekir Meriç 

· Ergüven, Mustafa 

· Öztürk, Kemal 

· Papademas, Photis 

· Petrou, Georgios 

· Pittas, Yiannos. 

 

 

Guest speaker: 

· Mr. Marios Konstantinou, Cyprus Cheesemakers Association 

 

 

From the Commission: 

 

· Björnsson, Kjartan, DG REFORM – Chair of meeting 

· Cianfoni, Luca, DG AGRI – Co-chair (participating online) 

· Poirot, Julie, DG SANTE – Co-chair (participating online) 

· Simosas, Stefan, DG REFORM 

· Pomoell-Segurola, Jutta, DG REFORM 

· Castelló Corvillo, Javier, DG REFORM (participating online) 

· Buza-Vidas, Marina, DG REFORM 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Annex 2: Presentation by Mr. Marios Konstantinou, Cyprus Cheesemakers 

Association 
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