
 

 
 

Minutes of 5th meeting of the Informal Working Group on Halloumi/Hellim 

29 September 2023 

 

 

The 5th meeting of the Informal Working Group (WG) on Halloumi/Hellim (HH) was held on 

29 September 2023 in the Home 4 Cooperation in Nicosia. The meeting was chaired by the 

Commission services, with the presence of 8 out of 10 WG members (see Annex 1; 9 

members had confirmed).  

 

The meeting started with a minute of silence to honour the memory of Mr. Vincent Aubin, 

Co-chair of the WG.  

 

The working group adopted the draft agenda shared in advance of the meeting. 

 

The objective of the meeting was to discuss recent developments and to continue reflections 

started in the 3rd meeting of the working group on ways to increase milk yields from small 

ruminants in Cyprus.  

 

In terms of updates, members shared that the Turkish Cypriot community is now redoubling 

efforts to enable the first PDO compliant Halloumi/Hellim to cross the Green Line by mid-

2024, once all preconditions for trading Halloumi/Hellim in the EU market are met. 

Responding to a specific request, Mr. Luca Cianfoni (DG AGRI) updated the working group 

regarding the possible extension of the transitional period regarding the percentage of sheep 

and goat milk in the Hallloumi/Hellim PDO recipe. This modification is part of a broader 

legislative effort to adopt a new EU Regulation on Geographical Indications which is 

currently under discussion between the Co-legislators. Current indications are that the 

extension of transitional periods will be included in the final legislation, pending a final 

decision expected be taken before the end of 2023.  

 

Experts from Sustainable Food Systems Ireland (SFSI) gave a well-received presentation on 

the Irish experience for increasing milk yield. The presentation is shared with these minutes 

(annex 2). A fruitful discussion followed the presentation.  Members from both communities 

raised concrete technical questions and observations in particular on the Irish sheep and goat 

breeding programme and on the Agricultural Knowledge Innovation System model used.  

Questions ranged from the breeds and feed utilised, to milk channelling schemes, whey 

valorisation, and the cost, duration and scope of animal breeding programmes. Similarities 

and differences in terms of input, output and costs between Irish and Cypriot small ruminants 

dairy sector were explored. Given the clear potential for bi-communal actions in this area, 

members were encouraged to share ideas for potential cooperation with the European 

Commission. SFSI committed to come back to the working group with information on the 

average milk yields of sheep and goat in Ireland. Their input is found in Annex 3.  

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

Finally, members expressed their interest in knowing more about the support provided by the 

European Commission to the Turkish Cypriot community in terms of implementation of the 

Halloumi/Hellim PDO, including the new partnership between the European Commission 

and the German International Cooperation Agency (GIZ). It was agreed that a presentation 

will be made to members at a subsequent meeting. 

 

It was announced that the next meeting would be held in late December 2023. 

 

The minutes of the meeting will be posted on the DG REFORM website.  



 

 
 

Annex 1: List of members participating in the fifth meeting of the Informal Working 

Group on Halloumi/Hellim: 

 

Working Group Members: 

 

· Andrea, Christo.  

· Andreou, Andreas. 

· Erel, Metehan. 

· Ergüven, Mustafa. 

· Öztürk, Kemal. 

· Papademas, Photis. 

· Petrou, Georgios. 

· Pittas, Yiannos.  

 

 

Guest speakers: 

 

· Rae, John. Sustainable Food Systems Ireland, International Project Manager. 

· Barry, Michael. SFSI Panel Expert, Dairy Value Chain. 

· Condon, Cian. Teagasc, National Goat Expert. (participating online) 

· McDermott. Kevin. Sheep Ireland, Manager. 

 

From the Commission: 

 

· Björnsson, Kjartan. DG REFORM – Chair of meeting. 

· Cianfoni, Luca. DG AGRI – Co-chair. (participating online) 

· Simosas, Stefan. DG REFORM. 

· Pomoell-Segurola, Jutta. DG REFORM. 

· Castelló Corvillo, Javier. DG REFORM. 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Annex 2: SFSI presentation on “Increasing yield from Small Ruminants in Ireland” 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
  



 

 
 

Annex 3: Figures for dairy goats and sheep milk yields in Ireland 

 

Dairy Goats 

 Average 750 litres, per animal, per annum. 

 300-day lactation. 

 Zero-grazed or silage system supported with concentrates fed in the parlour. 

 Top-quality herds produce in excess of 1,000 litres per lactation. 

 Typical prices received for milk are 65c- 75c per litre. 

 A net margin of €100 per milking goat is achievable. 

 Year-round production is usually required to meet processor demands. 

 Most milk produced in the north midlands is supplied to one processor Glenisk, with 

milk in the rest of the country usually supplied to cheese makers. 

 

Dairy Sheep 

 Average 300-350 litres, per animal, per annum. 

 220 -240 day lactation. 

 Primarily from grazed grass. 

 Average milk yield is 1.5L per day peaking at 2.4L. 

 Milk price can reach €1 per litre. 

 Fat 6.5 to 7.5%, Protein 5.5 to 6%. 

 

Note on figures:  

It’s important to note that Irish dairy production is grass-based, to suit Irish climatic 

conditions and ready supply of plentiful grass. This means a lower input and lower output 

system. It is different to Cyprus which is primarily a TMR (total mixed ration) system which 

is a concentrate driven system, which is high input and high output but also high cost.  

 

The driving factors on Irish farms are sustainability and profitability. Dairy farms in 

Ireland could switch to high input to push yield but the higher costs will reduce profitability. 

Therefore the vast majority use the lower input system.   

 

For further information on the Irish dairy sheep and goat sector, please consult the following 

article from a Teagasc farming magazine. 
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